
468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Peter Joseph Adonizio Jr., Esq.
425 Spruce St
Suite 300
Scranton, PA  18503

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Adonizio:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  

Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Peter Joseph Adonizio Jr., Esq.

Counsel For:  Rozzi, Mark - Appellee

Counsel For:  Cutler, Bryan - Appellee

Counsel For:  McClinton, Joanna - Appellee

Counsel For:  Cutler, Bryan D. - Possible Intervenor

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.

Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Jasmeet Kaur Ahuja, Esq.
Hogan Lovells US LLP
1735 Market St 23 Fl
Philadelphia, PA  19103

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Ahuja:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  

Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Jasmeet Kaur Ahuja, Esq.

Counsel For:  Pedro, Cheryl - Appellant

Counsel For:  George, Aishah - Appellant

Counsel For:  Harper, Wynona - Appellant

Counsel For:  Gonsalves, Rita - Appellant

Counsel For:  Morales, Tamika - Appellant

Counsel For:  Anderson, Tracey - Appellant

Counsel For:  Crawford, Stanley - Appellant

Counsel For:  Pichardo, Rosalind - Appellant

Counsel For:  Chatterfield, Delia - Appellant

Counsel For:  Gonsalves-Perkins, Maria - Appellant

Counsel For:  CeaseFire Pennsylvania Education Fund - Appellant

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.



Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Mark David Bradshaw, Esq.
Stevens & Lee, PC
Stevens & Lee Pc
17 N 2ND St 16th Fl
Harrisburg, PA  17101-1647

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Bradshaw:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  



Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Mark David Bradshaw, Esq.

Counsel For:  Rozzi, Mark - Appellee

Counsel For:  Cutler, Bryan - Appellee

Counsel For:  McClinton, Joanna - Appellee

Counsel For:  Cutler, Bryan D. - Possible Intervenor

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.

Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Thomas G. Collins, Esq.
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, PC
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney Pc
409 N 2ND St Ste 500
Harrisburg, PA  17101-1357

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Collins:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  



Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Thomas G. Collins, Esq.

Counsel For:  Pennsylvania General Assembly - Appellee

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.

Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Diana Patricia Cortes, Esq.
Philadelphia Law Department
City Of Philadelphia Law Departument
1515 Arch St 17th Fl
Philadelphia, PA  19102

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Cortes:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  



Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Diana Patricia Cortes, Esq.

Counsel For:  City of Philadelphia - Appellant

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.

Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Claudia De Palma, Esq.
Public Interest Law Center (The)
Public Interest Law Center
1500 Jfk Blvd Ste 802
Philadelphia, PA  19102

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney De Palma:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  



Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Claudia De Palma, Esq.

Counsel For:  Pedro, Cheryl - Appellant

Counsel For:  George, Aishah - Appellant

Counsel For:  Harper, Wynona - Appellant

Counsel For:  Gonsalves, Rita - Appellant

Counsel For:  Morales, Tamika - Appellant

Counsel For:  Anderson, Tracey - Appellant

Counsel For:  Crawford, Stanley - Appellant

Counsel For:  Pichardo, Rosalind - Appellant

Counsel For:  Chatterfield, Delia - Appellant

Counsel For:  Gonsalves-Perkins, Maria - Appellant

Counsel For:  CeaseFire Pennsylvania Education Fund - Appellant

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.



Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Thomas Richard DeCesar, Esq.
K&L Gates LLP
K& L Gates Llp
17 N 2ND St 18th Fl
Harrisburg, PA  17101-1507

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney DeCesar:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  



Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Thomas Richard DeCesar, Esq.

Counsel For:  Ward, Kim - Appellee

Counsel For:  Corman, Jake - Appellee

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.

Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Lydia Maureen Furst, Esq.
Philadelphia Law Department
1515 Arch St
15th Floor
Philadelphia, PA  19102

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Furst:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  



Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Lydia Maureen Furst, Esq.

Counsel For:  City of Philadelphia - Appellant

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.

Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Benjamin David Geffen, Esq.
Public Interest Law Center (The)
Public Interest Law Center
1500 Jfk Blvd Ste 802
Philadelphia, PA  19102

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Geffen:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  



Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Benjamin David Geffen, Esq.

Counsel For:  Pedro, Cheryl - Appellant

Counsel For:  George, Aishah - Appellant

Counsel For:  Harper, Wynona - Appellant

Counsel For:  Gonsalves, Rita - Appellant

Counsel For:  Morales, Tamika - Appellant

Counsel For:  Anderson, Tracey - Appellant

Counsel For:  Crawford, Stanley - Appellant

Counsel For:  Pichardo, Rosalind - Appellant

Counsel For:  Chatterfield, Delia - Appellant

Counsel For:  Gonsalves-Perkins, Maria - Appellant

Counsel For:  CeaseFire Pennsylvania Education Fund - Appellant

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.



Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Virginia A. Gibson, Esq.
Hogan Lovells US, LLP
Hogan Lovells
1735 Market St Fl 23
Philadelphia, PA  19103

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Gibson:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  



Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Virginia A. Gibson, Esq.

Counsel For:  Pedro, Cheryl - Appellant

Counsel For:  George, Aishah - Appellant

Counsel For:  Harper, Wynona - Appellant

Counsel For:  Gonsalves, Rita - Appellant

Counsel For:  Morales, Tamika - Appellant

Counsel For:  Anderson, Tracey - Appellant

Counsel For:  Crawford, Stanley - Appellant

Counsel For:  Pichardo, Rosalind - Appellant

Counsel For:  Chatterfield, Delia - Appellant

Counsel For:  Gonsalves-Perkins, Maria - Appellant

Counsel For:  CeaseFire Pennsylvania Education Fund - Appellant

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.



Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Anthony Richard Holtzman, Esq.
K&L Gates LLP
K& L Gates Llp
17 N 2ND St 18th Fl
Harrisburg, PA  17101-1507

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Holtzman:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  



Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Anthony Richard Holtzman, Esq.

Counsel For:  Ward, Kim - Appellee

Counsel For:  Corman, Jake - Appellee

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.

Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

John P. Krill Jr., Esq.
K& L Gates Llp
17 N 2ND St 18th Fl
Harrisburg, PA  17101-1507

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Krill:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  

Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  John P. Krill Jr., Esq.

Counsel For:  Ward, Kim - Appellee

Counsel For:  Corman, Jake - Appellee

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.

Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Mary M. McKenzie, Esq.
Public Interest Law Center (The)
Public Interest Law Center Two Penn Center
1500 Jfk Blvd Ste 802
Philadelphia, PA  19102

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney McKenzie:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  



Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Mary M. McKenzie, Esq.

Counsel For:  Pedro, Cheryl - Appellant

Counsel For:  George, Aishah - Appellant

Counsel For:  Harper, Wynona - Appellant

Counsel For:  Gonsalves, Rita - Appellant

Counsel For:  Morales, Tamika - Appellant

Counsel For:  Anderson, Tracey - Appellant

Counsel For:  Crawford, Stanley - Appellant

Counsel For:  Pichardo, Rosalind - Appellant

Counsel For:  Chatterfield, Delia - Appellant

Counsel For:  Gonsalves-Perkins, Maria - Appellant

Counsel For:  CeaseFire Pennsylvania Education Fund - Appellant

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.



Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Daniel Barrett Mullen, Esq.
Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General
1251 Waterfront Pl Mezzanine Level
Pittsburgh, PA  15222

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Mullen:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  

Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Daniel Barrett Mullen, Esq.

Counsel For:  Commonwealth of Pennsylvania - Appellee

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.

Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Gretchen Woodruff Root, Esq.
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, PC
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney Pc
501 Grant St Ste 200
Pittsburgh, PA  15219

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Root:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  



Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Gretchen Woodruff Root, Esq.

Counsel For:  Pennsylvania General Assembly - Appellee

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.

Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Cheri Ann Sparacino, Esq.
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney
409 N Second Street
Suite 500
Harrisburg, PA  17101

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Sparacino:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  



Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Cheri Ann Sparacino, Esq.

Counsel For:  Corman, Jake - Appellee

Counsel For:  Cutler, Bryan - Appellee

Counsel For:  Pennsylvania General Assembly - Appellee

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.

Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

Thomas I. Vanaskie, Esq.
425 Spruce St
Suite 300
Scranton, PA  18503

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear The Honorable Vanaskie:

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023

The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  

Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure



July 13, 2023
In Re: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

NOTICE

By obtaining an argument date, and by appearing of record in this Court, counsel scheduled to
make argument recognizes the Court's investment of time and resources in preparation, and
represents that he/she will in fact appear (or will secure substitute counsel) on the date
designated below. Motions for Continuance are disfavored, and must be brought at the earliest
opportunity. Such Motions shall be verified, and shall set forth in detail the unforeseen
circumstances necessitating a continuance.

Letter to:  Thomas I. Vanaskie, Esq.

Counsel For:  Rozzi, Mark - Appellee

Counsel For:  Cutler, Bryan - Appellee

Counsel For:  McClinton, Joanna - Appellee

Counsel For:  Cutler, Bryan D. - Possible Intervenor

Argument Scheduled For:  September 13, 2023   9:00 am.

Signature* Date

Printed Name

Acknowledgement of Notice of Date and Time of Argument (to be returned):

*By returning this form I acknowledge that I have reviewed the Supreme Court’s protocols 
regarding continuances and oral argument and intend to argue on behalf of my client.

Note: After you submit this form, if different counsel for your client wishes to argue instead, 
they should enter their appearance, if necessary, and submit an acknowledgment to the 
Prothonotary’s office without delay.

E-Mail



SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
PROTOCOLS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

After a case is called by the Court Crier, counsel for the appellant should approach the 
podium and pause before speaking. The Chief Justice will then say a few words of 
introduction, framing the background and issue in the case. After the Chief Justice 
completes this introduction, counsel should introduce himself or herself and begin the 
argument.

1. Guidelines for Oral Argument.

a. No fixed amount of time is reserved for each argument. Oral argument is at the discretion 
of the Court and proceeds to the extent necessary to answer any questions the Justices may 
have on the issue(s).

b. Since the Court does not use a clock or light system, counsel should be alert to 
indications from the Chief Justice that the Court is satisfied that all questions have been 
addressed.

c. The Court does not ordinarily permit rebuttal. Counsel are advised not to request rebuttal. 
However, when necessary and appropriate, the Court may in its discretion request to hear 
further from counsel.

d. The Court is familiar with the cases to be heard at oral argument. Accordingly, counsel 
should avoid a recitation of the facts and procedural history and focus on the issue(s) to be 
argued.

e. The Court recognizes that oral argument is only one part of appellate advocacy. Counsel 
for the appellant should be selective in the issues to be argued and may rely on their briefs for 
the remainder of the issues. Nothing is waived by this process. The appellee’s counsel should 
generally respond only to the issues argued by the appellant’s counsel.

f. In cases involving multiple parties represented by separate counsel, counsel should strive 
to avoid repetitive presentations.

g. If a party’s counsel fails to appear for argument, opposing counsel may be asked to submit 
the case on the briefs.

h. Counsel are advised not to use graphs and charts on easels. Instead, copies of such 
matters should be provided to the Court Crier for distribution to the Court. Counsel must also 
provide advance copies to opposing counsel.

2. Requests by Amicus Curiae. In cases where amicus curiae has filed a brief, requests by 
amicus to present oral argument shall be made by application and will be granted only in 
extraordinary circumstances.



File Copy

468 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 560-6370
www.pacourts.us

Phoenicia D. W. Wallace, Esq.
Deputy Prothonotary
Patricia A. Johnson
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Eastern District

July 13, 2023

RE: Crawford, S., et al, Aplts. v. Commonwealth, et al
19 EAP 2022

Dear Attorney Adonizio
Attorney Ahuja
Attorney Bradshaw
Attorney Collins
Attorney Cortes
Attorney De Palma
Attorney DeCesar
Attorney Furst
Attorney Geffen
Attorney Gibson
Attorney Holtzman
Attorney Krill
Attorney McKenzie
Attorney Mullen
Attorney Root
Attorney Sparacino
The Honorable Vanaskie

This is to advise that argument in the above captioned matter has been scheduled as 
follows:

Location: Philadelphia Supreme Court, Courtroom 456
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Date:

Report Time: 9:00 am

September 13, 2023



The current argument schedule can be viewed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/calendar.  All requests for rescheduling should 
be made without delay and will only be granted in extraordinary circumstances.  (See Notice 
Attached).  If you wish to submit your case on briefs, without argument, you must first secure the 
consent of the opposing counsel and should each notify the Prothonotary's office in writing 
without delay.

If you or your client(s) have an accommodation request under The Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please follow the procedure listed at:
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/americans-with-disabilities-act 
as soon as possible.

If you will be presenting oral argument, please review the enclosed protocols, then return the 
attached form in the enclosed envelope or submit it electronically via PACFile using the 
“Acknowledgement of Argument Notice” entry, within two weeks from the date of this letter.  

Very truly yours,

Office of the Prothonotary

/paj

Enclosure
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