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It really was a year like no other. 2020 presented challenges that at times felt 
insurmountable. So in a year like no other, the Law Center and our clients 
showed a resilience like no other. I am proud to be the new Executive Director of 
the Public Interest Law Center, and as you read the stories in this annual report of 
the resilient spirit of our staff, our client communities, our pro-bono partners and 
supporters, I have no doubt that you will walk away with an even deeper sense of 
pride, and hope.

The COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare the deeply entrenched systemic inequities 
that we, as public interest lawyers, fight every day on behalf of our clients. Public 
interest lawyers are uniquely situated as advocates, in that we have a natural and 
organic connection to communities. So when we see that a fundamental right 
and resource is being violated, attacked, unjustly taken away or unfairly being 
blocked, we step in to action, and we do so with a humble understanding that 
racial and social inequities must be disrupted for good. 

The racial reckoning in the summer of 2020 renewed our ongoing collective 
responsibility to disrupt those injustices. The Law Center recognizes that our 
work is intertwined with the racial justice vision of all the movements spurred by 
the murder of Mr. Floyd and too many of our Black citizens. 

And so in this year like no other, we showed up in every way. 

We fought back against housing insecurity and ensured that an eviction 
moratorium would be in place so families would not be homeless and risk 
exposure to a deadly virus. We stood up for inmates at the Federal Detention 
Center in Philadelphia who were faced with unprecedented risk of exposure 
to COVID-19 by the nature of their confinement, and through our litigation we 
ensured safer conditions and access to the vaccine. When small businesses 
were suffering and the federal government threw them a lifeline, we made sure 
that lifeline was not blocked by arbitrary rules for those with criminal records. And 
when the integrity of our electoral system came under attack, we fought back 
with vigor and successfully preserved our precious democratic process and our 
unencumbered right to vote.

And in a year that put a spotlight on our education system, we continued 
our work on a historic case demanding state school funding that supports 
the potential of students in every Pennsylvania community. The effects of the 
pandemic starkly showed just how critical it is that all students have access to a 
quality public education, but that turns on ensuring a school funding system that 
works for all children, regardless of the local wealth of their school district. We 
continue to fight for our clients in this historic school funding case, which is now 
set for trial in November 2021. This case shows a resolve and a commitment to 
achieving the promise of equity and fairness for our kids. 

As you read our annual report, I hope you think about the resilience, strength 
and hope that our clients show us every day. That is why the Law Center stands 
up to inequity and injustice; that is why we are here and why supporters like you 
matter so much to our mission. 2020 showed us that we cannot take anything 
for granted. Thank you so much for your support of our organization. I am looking 
forward to many more years of work and partnership, and resolve. 

Brenda Marrero 
Executive Director
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2020 By the Numbers
570  
individual 
donors

31 
volunteers 
and interns

180  
press hits

8 
actions held by 
Renters United 
/ Inquilinxs en la 
Lucha Philadelphia, 
including a socially 
distant protest 
demanding an 
end to arbitrary 
non-renewals of 
leases during the 
pandemic 

6.9 million 
Pennsylvania voters who would have been 
disenfranchised by a Trump campaign lawsuit 
that sought to block the certification of the 
Commonwealth’s election results. We joined a 
coalition of civil rights groups to intervene in the 
case, representing voters. 

2,240 
people shot in Philadelphia 
in 2020. We are taking on 
state laws that prevent local 
officials from passing many 
gun safety ordinances that 
research has shown will 
save lives. 

$4.6 billion 
According to benchmarks in 
Pennsylvania state law, school districts 
statewide need $4.6 billion more 
invested over time for all kids to have 
a shot at reaching state standards. 
Trial in our case taking on the General 
Assembly’s school funding system is 
set to begin on November 12, 2021. 

5,268 
people attended our 
community education 
programs.

14 
virtual events 
hosted, including 
our 2020 Annual 
Celebration, 
Advancing 
Justice Together

Our work in  
2020 impacts   
people, including  
nearly 7 million 
Pennsylvania voters.

8,321,352
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Can you talk about some experiences you had 
growing up that motivated you or influenced 
your career as a public interest lawyer?

My mom worked as an HR administrator, and 
she had an experience at work when we she was 
employed by a big insurance company. She was 
reassigned to a new team, and she started to 
experience really horrible behavior by her co-
workers. They would outwardly make fun of her 
accent. My parents, my older sister, and I came 
here from Nicaragua on political asylum. We left 
in very, very difficult circumstances—we basically 
fled because our lives were in danger. I don’t even 
have baby pictures, because everything got left 
behind. My mom and my dad both had to figure 
out how to make a living here in the United States, 
and she learned English as a second language at 
a community college. She was really mistreated at 
work, she was ridiculed openly and daily because 
she spoke English with an accent, and ultimately 
this caused her so much stress and anxiety that 
she quit.

When this first happened to her, I knew something 
was wrong with what was going on, but I didn’t 
know what—legally, I mean. I asked my political 
science professor in college, who was a lawyer, 
and he told me that this was national origin 
discrimination. He gave me information that I 
used to help my mom navigate the legal system. 
She filed an Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission compliant, and ultimately got an 
employment lawyer who took her case at a 
reduced fee because we could not afford  
an attorney.

The experience that we had navigating the legal 
system was really disappointing. Nobody believed 
her; even her own lawyer made her feel like she 
was exaggerating her experiences or overreacting. 
The company she was working for treated her with 
such a deep lack of respect and dignity. Every 
time she had to tell her story it was more traumatic 
for her. Ultimately, I never felt her lawyer really 
fought for her. 

What I took from this is that when people 
experience things that are illegal, they should 
be treated with way more dignity and respect 
than my mom received. The legal system should 
not fail people in those situations. That whole 
experience made me think about what it means to 
be a lawyer: it’s not just about knowing the law; 
it’s about treating your clients with some level of 
dignity and showing them respect by listening to 
their stories with no judgment. This experience 
solidified for me that I wanted to go to law school. 

When you look ahead five years, what do 
you see as the biggest challenges and 
opportunities for the Law Center, and for public 
interest law in general?

This pandemic has really laid bare the underlying 
systemic inequities that so many of us in the 
public interest world constantly fight against. We 
will really need to pay attention to COVID’s impact 
on our society – everything from school to work 
environments to healthcare and access to benefits 
and services – and focus on how this is going 
play out in Philadelphia and everywhere else. The 
Law Center should make sure our work addresses 
COVID’s impact on our lives and civil rights, 
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Meet  
our new 
Executive  
Director!
We sat down with Brenda Marrero shortly after she joined the Law Center as Executive Director. 

Brenda Marrero, center, at the Philadelphia Bar 
Association summer quarterly, where she received the 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor Award. Left: Al Dandridge, 
Chair of the Justice Sonia Sotomayor Diversity Award 
nominations committee. Right: Lauren McKenna, 
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association.
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because I think the world is forever changed 
because of this pandemic. 

For example, every educator that I have 
talked to knows that there has been a clear 
loss of learning this school year, particularly 
for kids in poverty whose schools were 
already so underfunded. What is this going 
to look like in a year, or two years—are 
we just going to forget about those kids? 
What are we doing for them? As it is right 
now – and this was true even before the 
pandemic – there are not enough learning 
support services, resources, human beings 
who can be helpful to these children so they 
can catch up. Are we going to make those 
commitments whole and invest money in those 
resources, for real long term change and not 
short term results, or are we just going to 
forget?

It seems like people are much more attuned 
to racial injustice, and to supporting racial 
equity work, given the racial reckoning our 
country is going through. And this presents 
opportunities. What does the Law Center want 
to do internally in terms of diversity and equity? 
How is that going to be reflected in our work? 
If I can use my expertise and experience in 
DEI while I am at the helm and I can structure 
those conversations in productive ways, for our 
organization and for our communities, then let’s 
do it. Diversity adds to the creativity, innovation 
and collaboration that we’re all invested in 
continuing to do, for our programs and our 
clients. And racial justice is a common thread 
in all of our practice areas. Let’s continue to be 
intentional, thoughtful and brave. 

What are your first impressions of the 
Law Center now that you are leading the 
organization? 

It is a boutique plaintiff’s civil rights litigation 
firm in the world of public interest legal 
services, which is very unique. The attorneys 
have a deep understanding and appreciation 
of the law that really is inspiring. Our attorneys 
are some of the smartest litigators I have ever 
met. They all have such strong analytical skills 
that were immediately apparent in my first 
meetings with staff. That was one of my first 
impressions—the skill, the commitment, the 
passion, and the awareness of the issues. But 
our program is not just attorneys—everyone, 

at every level, works so hard and believes in 
our mission and why we do what we do. I feel 
lucky to be surrounded by people with such 
deeply held shared values. 

What are you most proud of in your career 
as a public interest lawyer? 

The connections I made with my clients, and 
that I am able to represent my community in 
the legal profession. I keep thinking about what 
my mom went through, and my mom would 
say that her lawyer, who was a white man, 
just did not understand what she was going 
through; at least that’s what she felt and how 
she experienced him. There is something about 
a connection with a client’s lived experiences, 
as an immigrant and a woman of color, that 
contributed to the trust I was able to establish 
with clients. When I was practicing at CLS, 
I was at the time the only native Spanish 
speaking attorney in my legal unit. Part of 
my community outreach work involved doing 
intake at Latino senior centers. When I would 
walk into the Mann Older Adult Center in 
North Philadelphia, there was this immediate 
affinity and sense of belonging with the seniors 
there. They would ask me in Spanish “are 
you a lawyer?” and I would say “yes I am.” 
They would react with such joy and there was 
something special about that. 

A fellow Latina attorney friend put something 
up on her Facebook page about how 
woefully underrepresented we are in the 
legal profession, that we make up a very 
small percentage of all lawyers in the U.S. 
It’s something like 1.5 or 2%, in a country 
with over one million lawyers. It’s a privilege 
to represent my community as a lawyer in 
this profession, and one of the things I am 
most proud is where I am now—that I can now 
represent Latinas in the Executive Director 
space in our legal services community. I know 
how meaningful it is to see yourself reflected 
back in your leaders. I look up to a lot of  
Latina executive directors and so I don’t take 
this role lightly. I feel proud of this achievement, 
and I want to make sure that I continue to 
mentor law students, make time to talk to 
students who want to be public interest 
lawyers, and use my influence in a way that 
empowers others. 

5

We sat down with Brenda Marrero shortly after she joined the Law Center as Executive Director. 
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TAKING ON  
THE BIG LIE
PROTECTING OUR ELECTIONS IN 2020

On the afternoon of January 6, 2021, thousands of people 
descended on the U.S. Capitol, attempting to disrupt, by force,  
the constitutional process to certify the votes of 155.5 million 
Americans who cast ballots in the 2020 Presidential Election.  
The insurrectionary riot forced both houses of Congress to  
evacuate, and caused more than $30 million in damage.  
Five people died from the melee, and 140 were injured. 

Then-President Donald Trump made a 
statement. At 6 p.m., while the Capitol was still 
overrun, the President tweeted: “These are the 
things and events that happen when a sacred 
landslide election victory is so unceremoniously 
and viciously stripped away from great patriots 
who have been badly & unfairly treated for 
so long. Go home with love & in peace. 
Remember this day forever!”

Donald Trump has yet to acknowledge the 
legitimacy of the 2020 election.

“I certainly didn’t see the Capitol attack 
coming, but I think that it was proof of how 
dangerous the rhetoric about election fraud 
was,” Staff Attorney Ben Geffen said. “It was a 
deeply irresponsible lie to promote.”

The events of January 6 were the culmination  
of a months-long campaign to undermine  
our electoral system and public confidence 
in the legitimacy of American elections. 
Throughout 2020, the Law Center fought  
back at every stage. 

Even without the drumbeat of misinformation 
and threats from high places, elections in 
2020 would have been uniquely challenging. 
Pennsylvania’s Act 77, passed with broad 
bipartisan support in October 2019,  
expanded vote by mail to allow any voter  
to choose the option without requiring  
an excuse. This increased access to the  
ballot box was welcome at any time, but it 
became indispensable when the COVID-19 
pandemic hit. 



The U.S Capitol Building on January 6. 
Photo: Tyler Merbler
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Unprecedented numbers of voters requested 
mail-in ballots, while staffing shortages and 
other delays caused by the pandemic slowed 
postal service. Extending the deadline for 
mail-in and absentee ballots, by changing 
the “received by” Election Day deadline to 
a “sent by” Election Day deadline, was a 
common-sense change to keep the 2020 
elections safe and accessible. We argued 
that the Pennsylvania Constitution required 
this accommodation to protect the right to 
vote under the unique circumstances of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Representing Suzanne Erb, Disability Rights 
Pennsylvania, the SeniorLAW Center, 
the Southeast Asian Mutual Assistance 
Associations Coalition (SEAMAAC), and the 
Barristers’ Association of Philadelphia, with co-
counsel from Arnold & Porter, we filed a lawsuit 
seeking this deadline extension in April 2020, 
and then a second lawsuit in late May 2020, 
prior to the Pennsylvania primary election. 
Though we did not prevail in court, Governor 
Tom Wolf implemented the relief we sought 
by executive order in several Pennsylvania 
counties facing the steepest challenges. 
Ultimately, the extended deadline was in place 
statewide during the General Election. 

“Those cases laid the groundwork for the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court to put in place 
important ballot protections for the general 
election,” Legal Director Mimi McKenzie said. 

We continued to participate in litigation around 
election procedures, advocating for robust 
access to the ballot box with co-counsel from 
the ACLU, ACLU-PA, the Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights Under Law, and WilmerHale. 
For example, we intervened to oppose a lawsuit 
filed in federal court by the Trump Campaign 

that sought to block ballot drop boxes—until 
decisions from the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court clarified election procedures. In that 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court case, we filed 
a comprehensive amicus brief representing 
Black Political Empowerment Project, Common 
Cause Pennsylvania, the League of Women 
Voters of Pennsylvania, Make the Road 
Pennsylvania, and the three voters. 

“The pre-election litigation helped clear up 
some of the twists and turns of Act 77, which 
hadn’t yet been used in a general election,” 
Geffen said. “The pre-election litigation—
though we firmly believed we were right all 
along—was about issues that people could 
disagree about legally. The post-election was 
a different animal.”

After the results of the Presidential election 
were clear, the Trump Campaign filed Donald 
J. Trump for President, Inc. et al. v. Boockvar 
et al., a federal lawsuit against Pennsylvania’s 
Secretary of State and the boards of elections 
in seven counties. The Campaign asked the 
court to order the Pennsylvania Department 
of State not to certify the presidential election 
results—invalidating the votes of 7 million 
people—because some counties contacted 
and permitted voters to fix mistakes with their 
mail-in ballot declarations, while others chose 
not to.

We intervened in the case, representing 
eight voters who had fixed mistakes, Black 
Political Empowerment Project, Common 
Cause Pennsylvania, League of Women Voters 
of Pennsylvania, and NAACP Pennsylvania 
State Conference, joined by co-counsel from 
ACLU-PA, the ACLU Voting Rights Project, 
the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law, and Covington & Burling LLP. 

Photo: Lorie Shaull

“ YOU CAN’T WAIT FOR THE 
ELECTION TO HAPPEN, 
SEE WHETHER YOU LIKE 
THE OUTCOME, AND THEN 
CHALLENGE THINGS THAT 
YOU KNEW WERE GOING 
TO BE IN EFFECT”
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In its complaint, the Trump Campaign did not 
even allege, let alone provide evidence for, a 
single ballot in Pennsylvania being fraudulently 
cast or counted—belying their rhetoric in 
the press and social media about “a stolen 
election.” Instead, their actual case hinged on, 
as our petition to intervene put it, at most good-
faith differences in election administration from 
county to county. 

“One really basic rule is that you’re supposed 
to challenge election procedures before the 
election, not after,” Geffen said. “You can’t wait 
for the election to happen, see whether you like 
the outcome, and then challenge things that 
you knew were going to be in effect. It’s like 
trying to unscramble an egg.”

Oral argument on motions to dismiss took 
place at the federal courthouse in Williamsport, 
PA, on November 17, and Ben Geffen joined 
co-counsel to be there in person. What was 
said at oral argument seemed to have little 
connection to what was filed in court. 

“It was more a speech for a fanbase,”  
Geffen said. 

“To hear Rudy Giuliani present an argument 
that was not constrained by the filings before 
the court, or by any facts, or actually even by 
the law—it was bizarre,” McKenzie said.

On November 21, Judge Matthew Brann of 
the Middle District of Pennsylvania dismissed 
the case. His dismissal was upheld six days 
later by a three-judge panel of the Third Circuit 
Court of Appeals.
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It’s official: trial in our historic case taking on the General Assembly’s 
system for funding schools will begin on November 12, 2021, in 
Courtroom 3002 of the Pennsylvania Judicial Center in Harrisburg. 
Along with Education Law Center-PA and pro bono co-counsel from 
O’Melveny, we are representing six Pennsylvania school districts, the 
Pennsylvania Association of Rural and Small Schools, the NAACP-
PA, and a group of public school parents.

We expect that trial will last for several weeks, and a livestream will 
be available to the public. Visit FundOurSchoolsPA.org to learn more. 
For too long, the General Assembly has failed to provide enough 
state funding to support high-quality public education in all school 
districts, regardless of local wealth. It’s time to believe in the potential 
of every kid in Pennsylvania public schools.

S P OT L I G H T 

SCHOOL FUNDING 
GOES TO TRIAL

This work is supported by the  
Jeffrey Golan & Frances Vilella-Vélez 
Voting Justice Project
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“This Court has been presented with strained 
legal arguments without merit and speculative 
accusations…unsupported by evidence” Judge 
Brann wrote in his opinion. “In the United 
States of America, this cannot justify the 
disenfranchisement of a single voter.” 

 

We also joined our partners to file amicus 
briefs or petitions to intervene in several other 
Pennsylvania cases brought by candidates 
seeking to block ballots that had been cast 
by voters following the rules as they stood on 
Election Day.

We continue to face the consequences of 
the sustained campaign of misinformation 
surrounding the 2020 Presidential Election, but 
we have not lost hope. There are legal avenues 
to strengthen our electoral system, such as 
ensuring that the process of redistricting is fair 
and transparent, which will be an important 
area of work for the Law Center as maps are 
drawn following the 2020 Census. 

And we are heartened by the fact that the 
assault on our democracy was ultimately 
unsuccessful. Dozens of legal challenges to the 
results were considered by state and federal 
courts across the country, and judges from 
across the spectrum rejected them. Hundreds 
of Republican and Democratic election officials 
followed the law and allowed votes to be 
counted. And Congress rejected specious 
last-ditch challenges, like Senator Josh 
Hawley’s objection to Pennsylvania’s election 
certification on the evening of January 6, after 
several hours of delay caused by the assault 
on the Capitol. We will be there for the fights 
to come—and we will draw on what we learned 
protecting our right to vote in 2020. 
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“THERE ARE LEGAL 
AVENUES TO STRENGTHEN 
OUR ELECTORAL SYSTEM, 
SUCH AS ENSURING 
THAT THE PROCESS OF 
REDISTRICTING IS FAIR 
AND TRANSPARENT”

S P OT L I G H T 

STANDING UP FOR QUALITY PUBLIC EDUCATION IN CHESTER

Throughout 2020 and into 2021, one of Pennsylvania’s 
poorest school districts was headed towards an extreme 
experiment in privatization. We supported parents and 
students in Chester Upland School District (CUSD) who 
demanded a say in the future of their public schools. 
Last Spring, the Delaware County Court of Common 
Pleas allowed CUSD’s receiver to move forward with 
a Request for Proposals (RFP) process to outsource 
the management of Chester’s schools to charter school 
operators. Students in Chester charter schools perform 
significantly worse than four out of the five district 
schools on academic assessments.

Along with the Education Law Center-PA and pro 
bono co-counsel from Dechert LLP, we represented a 
group of parents and the Delaware County Advocacy 
& Resource Organization who intervened in the 
process and demanded that the receiver fully consider 
the financial and educational impact of any charter 
conversion on CUSD, as the law requires. 

This February, three charter school operators—including 
Chester Community Charter School, the district’s 
current largest charter operator--submitted bids in 
response to the RFP, each proposing to convert several 
elementary or K-8 schools. We supported community 
organizing and education efforts in Chester to make the 
voice of parents and teachers heard. 

On June 29, Chester Upland School District receiver 
Juan Baughn rejected all three proposals. This decision, 
which Delaware County Court of Common Pleas must 
still approve, was the only right one. None of the three 
bidders had a sufficient plan for the future of the  
district. Parents, teachers, and community members 
made a difference.
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HOUSING IS  
THE CURE
COVID-19 AND TENANTS’ RIGHTS 

A locked, emptied-out, and boarded-up apartment greeted 
Ray Wilson when he returned from work in early April 2020. 

“There was nothing left in there but the hardwood floors,” 
Wilson told a reporter for KYW Newsradio on April 10, 2020. 
Despite a moratorium on all evictions in Philadelphia due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, his verbal lease—situating him at 
the margins of the housing market—made him particularly 
vulnerable to an illegal lockout. His landlord, who had been 
trying to force him out for months, changed the locks, and 
took out Mr. Wilson’s belongings.

We were determined to protect the human 
right to housing for Philadelphians like Mr. 
Wilson. Law Center Staff Attorney Mary Beth 
Schluckebier represented Mr. Wilson in an 
emergency hearing, stopping the illegal  
eviction he faced and making sure he could 
comply with the stay-at-home order and  
protect his health. 

“STABLE HOUSING IS SO 
DIRECTLY CONNECTED 
TO PUBLIC HEALTH”

Unfortunately, stories like Mr. Wilson’s were 
common in 2020. With only a tattered national 
social safety net to catch their fall, many 
Philadelphians faced housing instability due to 
the loss of work and illness from COVID-19. 
In a city where one in fourteen renters face an 
eviction filing in an ordinary year, the housing 
crisis compounded the public health crisis. 

 
“Stable housing is so directly connected to 
public health,” Schluckebier said. “In the midst 
of a pandemic, it becomes critically important 
to keep people housed. There was a lot of 
science that demonstrated that housing 
instability leads to increased transmission of 
the virus.”

Advocates in the Philadelphia tenants’ rights 
community mobilized to help marginalized 
communities that bore the brunt of the 
pandemic’s impact. At the start of the 
pandemic, we spoke out to support an eviction 
moratorium in Philadelphia. In a statement 
we drafted that was co-signed by over 20 
legal service and tenant organizations, we 
asserted that “a moratorium on evictions will 
help by allowing the most vulnerable families to 
weather this crisis as best they can and resume 
their jobs, education, and social life after the 
outbreak has ended.” 
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After the moratorium went into effect, we 
represented tenants like Mr. Wilson who  
were illegally forced out of their homes,  
and we collaborated with the courts to  
develop new procedures to expedite urgent 
cases. We helped spread the word through 
public education and worked with other 
organizations to take referrals from a legal  
aid hotline for tenants.

In June 2020, we joined legal aid and tenants’ 
rights organizations across the city to support 
the Emergency Housing Protection Act, 
introduced by Councilmembers Helen Gym, 
Jamie Gauthier, and Kendra Brooks, which 
provided targeted protections to ensure 
housing stability for thousands of Philadelphia 
families who had lost sources of income due  
to the pandemic. 

Renters United / Inquilinxs en la Lucha 
Philadelphia (RUP), an organization the Law 
Center launched in 2019, continued organizing 
with Frankford and Germantown tenants to 
demand basic repairs, health protections, and 
meetings with their landlord. Confronted with 
a starkly different landscape for community 
organizing and a housing crisis exacerbated  
by a global pandemic, RUP rose to the 
challenge and stepped up the movement to 
empower tenants. 

The organization pivoted and deployed 
technological tools to build power among 
renters, make decisions together, and increase 
their understanding of their rights and 
resources. In-person meetings became zoom 
meetings. Phone and digital outreach through 
social media and text messages became 
lifelines. From email actions and phone zaps, to 
monthly virtual renters’ rights clinics, to socially 
distanced protests and car caravans, RUP 
moved strategically and quickly to address 
longstanding housing inequities that predated 
COVID-19, guided by their mission to organize 
and educate renters to fight for their rights.

IN A CITY WHERE ONE 
IN FOURTEEN RENTERS 
FACE AN EVICTION FILING 
IN AN ORDINARY YEAR, 
THE HOUSING CRISIS 
COMPOUNDED THE 
PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS. 

“It always feels good to have a powerful 
strategic action with our members,” Tenant 
Organizer Ariel Morales said, “It’s really taking 
action that moves our work forward, whether 
it’s making waves, recruiting more people, 
showing our members what it feels like to  
fight together, building new relationships, or 
finding solidarity.” 

All of this was made possible by the strength 
and resilience of RUP’s tenant leaders. 

“A lot of our members are essential workers, 
and also folks who lost their jobs because 
of the virus--home health aides, school bus 
drivers,” Schluckebier said. “But people kept 
showing up every single meeting...they showed 
up for each other, for themselves, and for the 
work of collectively trying to improve living 
conditions [to] make their buildings safe, 
healthy spaces.”
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 Tenant organizer Ariel Morales (left) and RUP 
organizing committee member Nerva Nicolas 
at a December 19, 2020 protest of arbitrary 
lease non-renewals

Our organizing work is supported by the  
Lea & Claude Knight Community Organizing Initiative
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On a snowy day in December 2020, the 
chants of masked tenants and housing activists 
reverberated against the white and red brick 
walls of MCM Management Solutions’ Carver 
Hall offices in Frankford. An appreciation for 
the power of organizing and interdependence 
was ever-present at the No Home for the 
Holidays action. RUP members had noticed 
an increase in arbitrary lease non-renewals 
during the winter, even for tenants who were 
current on rent. Tenants condemned these non-
renewals, arbitrary fees, and pest infestations 
during the pandemic at the speak-out protest 
with signs that had slogans like “Housing is 
a Human Right” and “We Can’t Be Safer at 
Home Without Our Leases” in hand. Appalled 
by the increase in arbitrary non-renewals  
after City Council passed emergency housing 
protections, they stood together in the  
bitter cold.

RUP leader Nerva Nicolas lost work during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and faced a non-renewal 
notice for January 31, 2021, after living in his 
apartment for five years--even though MCM 
management had accepted rental assistance 
payments covering his rent through March.  
He spoke to the solidarity that grounds  
RUP’s activism. 

“Everyone is living under the pressure of 
COVID-19, but the landlord doesn’t care,” he 
said. “That’s why we created this organization, 
because together we can fight back. Together 
we can do something.”

In January 2021, after months of organizing 
and deploying legal tactics, MCM issued Mr. 
Nicolas a lease renewal just nine days before 
he was set to be forced from his home. RUP 
continues to organize for dignity, safety, and 
security in housing. 

Presented with a once-in-a-century challenge 
that the nation is still reeling from, RUP 
continued to deploy direct action as a vehicle 
for change. 

“Fundamentally, what we were still doing was 
bringing renters together to organize, get 
educated and assert their rights,” Schluckebier 
said. “And while we may have done that in 
different ways during COVID, that’s exactly 
what we kept doing, and that’s exactly  
what led to the wins that we did have  
during the pandemic. It’s what we’ll keep  
doing going forward.”

Members of Renters United 
Philadelphia take a group photo 
following an action on March 7, 2020

“PEOPLE KEPT SHOWING UP EVERY SINGLE 
MEETING...THEY SHOWED UP FOR EACH OTHER, FOR 
THEMSELVES, AND FOR THE WORK OF COLLECTIVELY 
TRYING TO IMPROVE LIVING CONDITIONS”
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S P OT L I G H T 

PROTECTING PRISONERS IN FDC PHILADELPHIA

As the COVID-19 pandemic spread 
internationally, prisoners in the Philadelphia 
Federal Detention Center (FDC), where nearly 
900 mostly pre-trial prisoners are held, were 
largely unable to exercise even basic safety 
precautions. Testing was rare, staff members  
in the FDC came and went with scant 
screening for symptoms, and prisoners 
themselves were responsible for disinfecting 
commonly touched surfaces.

On April 15, 2020, three incarcerated 
individuals in the Philadelphia FDC filed a 
putative class action lawsuit against the 
warden of the FDC.  Along with pro bono 
counsel from Dilworth Paxson LLP and All 
Rise Trial & Appellate, we represented those 
individuals and sought the release of medically 
vulnerable prisoners to home confinement and 
better public health conditions for those who 
remained incarcerated.

In November 2020, more frequent testing 
revealed a massive outbreak, with more than 
20 percent of prisoners testing positive. On 
November 19, 2020, District Court Judge Anita 
Brody issued an order in the case, directing the 
FDC to inform every prisoner in the detention 
center of a process for requesting release 
to home confinement if they had medical 
conditions that increased their risk for severe 
complications from COVID-19. 

Cases in the facility declined sharply in spring 
2021. As vaccines for COVID-19 became 
available, our strategy shifted. Initial vaccination 
delivery in the facility showed a large disparity 
between prisoners and staff, with 13 prisoners 
and 131 staff receiving vaccinations as of 
March 5, 2021.

Responding to our case and through 
agreement with the petitioners, FDC 
Philadelphia has now ensured that the vaccine 
is available to all prisoners. However, availability 
alone is not enough. We worked to provide 
prisoners with accurate and independent 
information on the importance of COVID-19 
vaccination in jails. 

Through an agreement reached as part of this 
case, FDC Philadelphia prisoners have now 
been shown a video documentary produced by 
the MacArthur Justice Center at the University 
of Mississippi School of Law, featuring medical 
professionals and formerly incarcerated 
individuals explaining the safety and efficacy  
of the vaccine. As of July 8, 2021, 452 
prisoners and 185 staff have been vaccinated 
for COVID-19.

On July 8, 2021, we and our clients concluded 
our case against FDC Philadelphia after more 
than a year of advocacy. “Everyone in our 
criminal justice system has the right to basic 
personal safety, and we are happy with the 
progress that the FDC and the Court have 
made in addressing our clients’ concerns  
about how COVID-19 has been handled,” 
Geffen said.

13

FDC 
Philadelphia
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THE OTHER 
EPIDEMIC 
TAKING ON GUN VIOLENCE IN 2020

At 9:08 a.m. on Saturday, September 8, 2018, William 
Aboaje Crawford was standing on the front steps of his 
sister’s Philadelphia home when he was shot and killed with 
a handgun. Minutes later, his sister and nephew found him, 
murdered in broad daylight. Ever since, William’s sister has 
struggled to address the trauma from finding her brother 
dead on her doorstep, leaving her to suffer from stress on  
a daily basis.

Left behind were William’s family, friends, 
and five children—the youngest of whom was 
only 10 months old at the time—loved ones 
with whom William would no longer be able 
to spend time as he did before he was killed. 
Along with William’s entire family, William’s 
father, Stanley Crawford, a lifelong resident 
of Northeast Philadelphia, now lives in a 
perpetual state of fear for his and his family’s 
safety as gun violence continues to ravage his 
community. Since his son was murdered, Mr. 
Crawford has dedicated himself to activism, 
including founding the Black Male Community 
Council (BMCC) of Philadelphia, to fight back 
against violence in his community. 

In a city awash in guns, Mr. Crawford and his 
son’s story is heartbreakingly common. Gun 
violence increased at an alarming rate last year. 
There were 499 homicides in Philadelphia 
in 2020, the highest number reported since 
1990. Further, as reported by the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, 2,240 people were shot—40% more 
than in any previous police-recorded year. But 

gun violence does not impact all Philadelphians 
equally: it disproportionality harms low-income 
communities of color. 

“WE GET PERMITS FOR 
LOTS OF THINGS, AND 
GUNS SHOULD BE NO 
DIFFERENT.”

“Firearm homicide is the leading cause of death 
for Black teenagers and young Black men in 
Philadelphia between the ages of 15 and 34. 
For the city as a whole, it’s the 11th leading 
cause of death,” said Legal Director Mimi 
McKenzie. “In short, gun violence is not only a 
public health crisis in Philadelphia; it is a civil 
rights crisis.”  

Addressing the persistent gun violence 
epidemic in Philadelphia requires us to use 
every tool in the toolbox, from direct community 
engagement carried out by groups like 
BMCC, to court battles asking our leaders 
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in Harrisburg to get out of the way of local 
officials who can and should be able to enact 
local gun safety laws. We know from public 
health experts and research-based evidence 
and studies that there are legal interventions 
that can reduce the number of guns on the 
street and save lives—and we have to make 
them happen.  

In July 2020, the Law Center joined the 
Philadelphia Department of Public Health to 
help launch the PA Safety Alliance, a coalition 
of medical professionals, churches, gun owners 
and more from across the Commonwealth. 
The Alliance has a mission of saving lives 
and preventing injury by promoting sensible, 
evidence-based firearm policies.

The PA Safety Alliance advocates both for 
gun licensing laws and requiring a permit to 
purchase a handgun, both of which require 
someone who is purchasing a firearm to 
interact with a licensing agent, rather than only 
a gun dealer. 

“We get permits for lots of things, and guns 
should be no different. Permits put a pause in 
purchasing a gun, so there would be more time 
to think about whether or not this would be a 
rash, in the moment thing to do,” Development 
and Communications Director Dena Driscoll 
said. “Permit to purchase exists all around us. 
New York has permit to purchase, New Jersey 
has permit to purchase, Maryland has permit 
to purchase, and Delaware is just now passing 
permit to purchase… We should be just as 
safe as our neighbors.”

These laws have been associated with 
decreases in gun violence across the United 
States. Connecticut’s firearm homicide rate 
decreased by 40% and its firearm suicide rate 
decreased by 15% after passing its firearm 
licensing law. On the other hand, Missouri’s 
firearm homicide rate increased by 25% and 
its firearm suicide rate increased by 16% 
following the repeal of its licensing law. The 
data speaks volumes, and our legislators need 
to pay attention. 

“RIGHT NOW, THE LACK  
OF ACTION AND THE 
LACK OF URGENCY IS 
ABSOLUTELY INHUMANE.”

Right now, the Pennsylvania General Assembly 
refuses to pass or consider statewide gun 
safety measures that save lives, like permit 
to purchase. At the same time, state laws 
obstruct local officials who attempt to respond 
to rising gun violence. On October 7, 2020, we 
joined the City of Philadelphia to file a lawsuit 
seeking to change that.

Partnering with pro bono co-counsel from 
Hogan Lovells, we represent residents of 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh who have lost 
family members to gun violence—including 
Stanley Crawford—and CeaseFirePA. We 
are challenging the constitutionality of 
Pennsylvania’s Firearm Preemption Laws in 
Commonwealth Court. 
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A memorial to victims 
of gun violence in 

Philadelphia. Photo: 
Michael Stokes

This work is supported by the  
Richard Berkman & Toni Seidl Health Care Justice Project
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“The city of Philadelphia has tried on 
several occasions to pass and enforce local 
regulations that would build on empirical 
research showing what types of firearm 
regulations are most effective, particularly 
in an urban environment or in a high poverty 
community,” said Staff Attorney Ben Geffen, 
“and the state law has repeatedly blocked the 
city’s power to do so.” 

In addition to a permit to purchase law, other 
examples of local gun safety legislation 
restricted by Pennsylvania’s Firearm 
Preemption Laws are ordinances limiting 
handgun purchases to one per month 
and ordinances providing for extreme risk 
protection orders. The lawsuit argues that “the 
Pennsylvania General Assembly handcuffs 
local governments so that they cannot enact or 
enforce even simple, well-researched policies 
that have been repeatedly shown to save 
lives, while it also refuses to enact statewide 
gun safety laws,” thereby violating the right 
to enjoy and defend life and liberty under the 
Pennsylvania Constitution. 

“The court now has the opportunity to 
empower communities to protect their 
residents’ constitutional right to live safely,” 
said Adam Garber, Executive Director of 
CeaseFirePA, a statewide anti-violence group.

On June 9, 2021, petitioners appeared in 
Commonwealth Court for oral argument to 
defend their case against state legislative 
leaders’ attempts to dismiss it. During 
argument, Alex Bowerman, Senior Associate 
at Hogan Lovells, called out the disparate harm 
faced by the petitioners, noting that Black 
Pennsylvanians are 19 times more likely to be 
killed by gunfire, and residents of Philadelphia’s 
poorest neighborhoods are 25 times more 
likely to be the victim of a fatal shooting 
compared to those living in wealthier areas. 
We are currently waiting for a ruling from the 
Commonwealth Court on whether the case  
will proceed. 

At the same time, state legislative leaders 
seem to be doubling down, introducing a new 
bill that would strengthen preemption. This 
bill, which would allow organizations such as 
the NRA to sue cities for merely attempting to 
pass gun safety laws—and receive taxpayer-
funded legal fees for their trouble—passed the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives the day 
before petitioners’ June 9th court appearance.
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At a July 29, 2020 press conference launching the 
organization, PA Safety Alliance covered the capitol 
steps in Harrisburg with signs representing victims 
of gun violence in Pennsylvania




FIREARM HOMICIDE 
IS THE LEADING CAUSE 
OF DEATH FOR BLACK 
TEENAGERS AND 
YOUNG BLACK MEN 
IN PHILADELPHIA 
BETWEEN THE AGES 
OF 15 AND 34.
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The implications and consequences of 
rising gun violence across Pennsylvania 
are extensive. 

“The unimpeded flow of guns on the 
streets and its physical and psychological 
toll impacts the health and well-being not 
only of the victim, but also of the entire 
community and city,” said Dr. Cynthia 
Mollen, the Division Chief of Emergency 
Medicine at Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, in an amicus brief filed in 
support of our lawsuit.  “The far-reaching 
effect of gun violence in Philadelphia 
neighborhoods is not someone else’s 
problem. It is everyone’s problem.”

“Letting Philadelphia pass gun safety 
laws is about recognizing the humanity of 
people in this city who face gun violence,” 
Mr. Crawford said. “Because right now, 
the lack of action and the lack of urgency 
is absolutely inhumane.”
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S P OT L I G H T 

UNDERFUNDING ACROSS 
PENNSYLVANIA

Our state legislative leaders in Harrisburg have failed 
to pay their fair share for public education, leaving 
local taxpayers to pick up the slack. This creates a 
system where underfunding is widespread, and the 
students who need the most get the least, because 
of where they live. 

Visit FundOurSchoolsPA.org/FindYourDistrict 
and use our interactive map to see what funding 
shortfalls look like in districts across the state, 
according to a benchmark for adequate funding 
written in Pennsylvania state law.




Our Legal Director Mimi McKenzie speaks at a press 
conference announcing our lawsuit taking on state 
firearm preemption laws. 

Philadelphia City Council President Darrell Clarke speaks.

Pennsylvania School District Funding Shortfall Per Student

Find your school district on our interactive map.
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“AN 
ECONOMIC 
CRISIS IS NOT 
THE TIME 
TO CREATE 
ADDITIONAL 
BARRIERS”
TAKING ON CRIMINAL RECORD RESTRICTIONS  
ON COVID-19 EMERGENCY AID

In October 2017, Sekwan Merritt developed the business plan 
for Lightning Electric, an electrical contracting company in 
Maryland, while serving a five-year sentence in prison after he 
pled guilty to non-violent drug offenses in 2012. From the start, 
he was committed to doing something for people who faced 
barriers to employment because of their criminal records.
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“Sitting in that cell, I said, ‘I’m going to provide 
opportunities for people,’” Mr. Merritt told a 
reporter for the Baltimore Sun on July 6, 2020. 
“I [wanted] to be that role model.”

Mr. Merritt’s vision came to life in October 
2017, and he pursued his goal head-on, hiring 
five electricians, four of whom were previously 
incarcerated. Like tens of thousands of small 
businesses across the country, Lightning 
Electric experienced a sharp decline in 
business when the COVID-19 pandemic hit. 

In order to keep his company afloat, Mr. 
Merritt applied for federal aid through the 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), a 
program established by Congress through 
the CARES Act, which was designed to help 
small businesses withstand the impact of the 
pandemic. However, the PPP loan application 
included questions asking whether applicants 
were currently on probation or parole. When 
Mr. Merritt responded “yes,” his application was 
immediately denied. Barred from accessing 
critical federal aid because of an arbitrary and 
restrictive criminal history screening, Mr. Merritt 
poured $30,000 from his personal savings and 
family donations into his company.

On June 16, 2020, we filed a lawsuit 
representing Mr. Merritt against the U.S. 
Department of Treasury and the Small 
Business Administration (SBA), the agency 
in charge of issuing the $350 billion in aid to 
small businesses provided by the CARES Act. 
The lawsuit challenged the SBA’s restrictive 
criminal history exclusion on the basis that it 
was arbitrary and overbroad, going beyond 
what the CARES Act authorized and the 
agency’s own rules for similar business  
loan programs. 

“The rule felt really categorical to people with 
criminal histories,” said Staff Attorney Claudia 
De Palma. “With something so broad and 
sweeping, there wasn’t even a chance to 
explain your particular circumstances. The way 
that the questions were worded, a lot of folks 
just were shut out of the process completely.”

“A LOT OF FOLKS JUST 
WERE SHUT OUT OF THE 
PROCESS COMPLETELY”
It is all too common for people with criminal 
records to face barriers to employment. One 
study from Northwestern University found that 
having a criminal record reduces employer 
callback rates by 50 percent.

Given the systemic over-criminalization of Black 
and Brown communities, the negative impact of 
a criminal record on employment is particularly 
salient in these communities. According to 
2018 U.S. Department of Justice statistics, 
African Americans are 5.9 times more likely and 
Hispanics are 3.1 times more likely than whites 
to be incarcerated. This widespread bias in the 
job market makes entrepreneurship especially 
important for Americans with criminal histories. 

“Often folks who have records have a hard 
time getting into the workforce, even in a good 
economy,” De Palma told a reporter in an April 
15 article in Route Fifty. “A fair number of them 
turn to starting their own business.”

Because businesses owned by people with 
criminal histories tend to be more open to 
hiring workers with criminal histories, it was 
clear to us that the SBA’s aid restrictions 
threatened to hold back entire communities 
and disproportionately impact communities  
of color.

“This rule was not just punishing the business 
owner with the record, but any employee that 
might have depended on that person for their 
income,” De Palma said.
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Our client 
Sekwan 
Merritt, 
owner of 
Lightning 
Electric





20

The Law Center first took action against 
the exclusionary rule by drafting letters to 
congressional lawmakers and the Small 
Business Administration in April 2020. The 
letters, which urged lawmakers and agency 
officials to reconsider the harsh exclusions, 
were signed by advocacy organizations across 
the country. The Law Center also submitted a 
formal comment questioning the legality and 
the logic of the restrictions.

“SITTING IN THAT 
CELL, I SAID, ‘I’M 
GOING TO PROVIDE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
PEOPLE.’”

Yet the SBA’s rule remained in place. With the 
application deadline for PPP aid approaching, 
the Law Center, American Civil Liberties Union, 
Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 
Rights and Urban Affairs, and pro bono co-
counsel from Jenner & Block and Weil Gotshal 
& Manges filed a lawsuit in the United States 
District Court for the District of Maryland 
on June 16, 2020 challenging the SBA’s 
exclusionary rule. We represented Mr. Merritt, 
along with business owner John Garland and 
Defy Ventures, a nonprofit that helps formerly 
incarcerated individuals start businesses. 

The lawsuit argued that the rule violated the 
Administrative Procedures Act, because it 
arbitrarily excluded qualified business owners 
from accessing federal assistance. We asked 
the Court to strike down the rule and extend 
the application deadline for applicants who 
were unlawfully excluded under the SBA’s rule.

“These restrictions undermine the entire 
purpose of the CARES Act and PPP loan 
program — which Congress designed to get 
loans to those who need it most,” said Kali 
Bracey, Partner at Jenner & Block. “This lawsuit 
seeks to make good on Congress’s promise: 
That PPP funds reach all eligible small 
businesses to help their employees and  
to end the discrimination against small 
business owners of color.” 

 “An economic crisis is not the time to create 
additional barriers to desperately needed 
support, particularly to small businesses  
that are part of the fabric of neighborhoods 
across America,” De Palma said when the  
case was filed. 

In response to the lawsuit, the SBA issued 
a new rule on June 24, 2020, significantly 
expanding PPP loan eligibility to include a 
broader number of small business owners with 
criminal histories. Under the revised rule, small 
business owners with pending misdemeanor 
charges and most owners on probation or 
parole were permitted to apply for COVID-19 
relief through the PPP program.

20
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S P OT L I G H T 

KEEPING URBAN 
AGRICULTURE GROWING 
IN PHILADELPHIA

The COVID-19 pandemic caused significant 
challenges for urban agriculture and community 
gardening in Philadelphia. In response, we 
worked with leaders from Soil Generation, 
the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, 
Neighborhood Gardens Trust, and gardeners 
and farmers across the city to release 
guidance for urban agriculture and community 
gardening during COVID-19 on our Grounded 
in Philly website (https://groundedinphilly.
org/covid19/). These recommendations 
included farmstand sanitation guidelines, 
social distancing guides for gardens, and 
recommendations for disseminating information 
to workers. In the early days of the pandemic, 
we also successfully advocated for garden 
workers to be classified as essential in 
Philadelphia, and the gardens were allowed 
to continue to operate when non-essential 
businesses were closed. 

“Green space is important for a number of 
reasons. Most of the community gardens 
in Philadelphia are located in the poorest 
neighborhoods in the city,” said Staff Attorney 
Ebony Griffin. “A lot of times they are in food 
deserts--there’s not necessarily a grocery store 
within walking distance for people to get to. 
That makes it even more important, especially 
during the pandemic, for people to have a 
reliable source of fresh food. Also, people just 
needed outdoor spaces to be able to go to so 
they didn’t lose their minds. There are a lot of 
studies that show that access to green space, 
especially in poor communities, really affects 
people’s mental health.”

Five days after the SBA issued its new rule, 
the United States District Court for the 
District of Maryland ruled that the SBA’s 
initial aid eligibility restrictions unlawfully 
excluded eligible business owners with 
criminal records from obtaining PPP funds. 
The court granted plaintiffs an additional 
21 days to apply for loans through the 
PPP program. On July 4, 2020, Congress 
extended the application deadline for PPP 
loans until August 8, 2020 for all applicants. 
After these new eligibility standards went 
into effect, we successfully advocated  
for the state of Pennsylvania to adopt  
them for its own emergency small business 
aid program. 

NEARLY 4 PERCENT OF 
ALL SMALL BUSINESSES 
NATIONWIDE HAVE 
OWNERS WITH A 
CRIMINAL HISTORY.
The new, fairer standards made a difference. 
A 2021 analysis from the Rand Corporation 
found that nearly 4 percent of all small 
businesses nationwide have owners with 
a criminal history. Under the original, strict 
PPP restrictions, 212,655 small businesses, 
with more than 340,000 employees, 
had owners with a felony record within 
the last five years and were disqualified 
from emergency aid. The revised rule our 
litigation brought about, combined with 
further changes initiated by the Biden 
administration, cut the number of ineligible 
businesses by 95 percent. 

This case underscores the importance of 
ending arbitrary bias against people with 
criminal histories, and we hope that it sets 
a standard for future small business aid 
programs to follow. 

“Americans who have been incarcerated 
or arrested deserve our support as they 
work to contribute to their communities,” De 
Palma said. “Sweeping, blanket restrictions 
like the SBA’s original rule contradict that 
goal, and we’ll keep taking them on, like we 
did in this case.”

Members of Smart Garden, leaders of Neighborhood Gardens Trust 
and Soil Generation, and City Councilmember Jamie Gauthier joined 
Staff Attorney Ebony Griffin (center) for a visit to Smart Garden in 2019.



22

Ellen Friedell
Chair
FFG Law LLC

Ellen Meriwether
Vice Chair
Cafferty Clobes 
Meriwether & Sprengel 
LLP

Thomas M. Chapin
Treasurer
Mill Creek Capital 
Advisors, LLC

Marc A. Topaz
Secretary
Kessler Topaz Meltzer & 
Check, LLP

Zachary Arbitman
Youman & Caputo, LLC

Mira Baylson
Cozen O’Connor

Dean Beer
Former Montgomery 
County Chief Public 
Defender

Leigh Ann Buziak
Blank Rome LLP

Scott P. Charles, MAPP
Temple University 
Hospital

Nicholas E. Chimicles
Chimicles Schwartz 
Kriner & Donaldson-
Smith LLP 

Lisa W. Clark
Duane Morris LLP

Michael DiBerardinis
Fels Institute of 
Government at 
the University of 
Pennsylvania

Zakia Elliott
Philadelphia Climate 
Works

Brian T. Feeney
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Bret P. Flaherty
AmerisourceBergen 
Corporation

Molly Flynn
Faegre Drinker Biddle & 
Reath LLP

Anthony Gay
PECO/Exelon 

David Gersch
Arnold & Porter

Virginia Gibson
Hogan Lovells US LLP

Matthew Glazer
Cozen O’Connor

Katherine Hatton
The Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation

Shauna Itri
Seeger Weiss LLP

Mark Kasten
Buchanan Ingersoll & 
Rooney PC

Lea D. Knight
Johnson & Johnson

Howard Langer
Langer, Grogan &  
Diver P.C.

Shannon E. McClure
Reed Smith LLP

Michael McKeever
KML Law Group, P.C.

H. Laddie Montague, Jr.
Berger Montague PC

Tracie L. Palmer
Kline & Specter PC

Kartik Patel
Tactix Real Estate 
Advisors, LLC

Donald Perelman
Fine, Kaplan & Black, 
R.P.C.

Robin Roberts
Parents United for 
Public Education

Jacqueline R. Robinson
Chubb Limited

Curtis Shiver

Colby Smith
Morgan, Lewis & 
Bockius LLP

David Smith
Schnader Harrison 
Segal & Lewis

Hyung Steele
Troutman Pepper 
Hamilton Sanders LLP

Dana Trexler
Stout Risius Ross, LLC

Rob Wiygul
Hangley Aronchick 
Segal Pudlin & Schiller

Ex Officio Members

Keir Bradford-Grey
Defender Association of 
Philadelphia

John Huh
Asian Pacific American 
Bar Association of 
Pennsylvania

Priscilla Jimenez
Hispanic Bar 
Association of 
Pennsylvania

Lauren McKenna
Chancellor, Philadelphia 
Bar Association

Wesley Payne, IV
Chancellor-Elect, 
Philadelphia Bar 
Association

Dominique B.E. Ward
Barristers’ Association 
of Philadelphia

Andre Webb
Chair, Young Lawyers 
Division

Marc Zucker
Vice-Chancellor, 
Philadelphia Bar 
Association

Our board chair Ellen Friedell speaks during our 2020 
Annual Celebration, Advancing Justice Together

People in Pursuit of Justice
2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS



23

PRO-BONO

Arnold & Porter 

• Samuel Callahan 
• David Gersch 
• Kolya Glick 
• Daniel Jacobson 
• R. Stanton Jones 
• Elisabeth Theodore  

Ballard Spahr LLP

• Juliana Carter 
• Michael Fausey 
• Thomas Hazlett 
• Spencer Hill 
• Stephen Kastenberg 
• William McDaniel, Jr. 
• Michael McDonald 
• Matthew White  

Berger Montague PC

• Christina Black 
• Amey Park 
• Sarah Schalman-Bergen 
• Michaela Wallin 

 
Berney & Sang

• David Berney 
• Michael Joseph
• Jennifer Sang 

 
Boies Schiller  
Flexner LLP

• Carol Goldfarb 
• Stuart Singer
 
Covington & Burling LLP
• Clayton Bailey 
• Marc Capuano 
• Laura Collins  
• Shankar Duraiswamy  
• Rani Gupta 
• Conrad Scott 
• Andrew Vaden 
• David Zionts 
 

Cozen O’Connor

• David Kirchblum 
• Joshua Weinberger 

Dechert LLP

• Linda Ann Bartosch 
• Noah Becker 
• Abbi Cohen 
• Hope Freiwald  
• Michael Kichline 
• Nicolas Novy 
• Will Sachse  
• Bart Winokur 
• James Yoakum 

Dilworth Paxson LLP

• Miriam Luna Dolan 
• Patrick Hamlet 
• Linda Dale Hoffa 
• Margaret Spitzer Persico 
• David Rodkey 

DLA Piper 

• Elizabeth Andrews 
• Aditi Eleswarapu 
• Ben Guez 
• John Huh 
• Oliver Newman 

Duane Morris LLP

• Seth v.d.H. Cooley

Faegre Drinker Biddle & 
Reath LLP

• Nicholas Feltham  
• Molly Flynn
• Bruce Jones 
• Lucas Michelen

• Chanda Miller 

• Paul Saint-Antoine 

• Carol Trevey 

 

Feldman Shepherd 
Wohlgelernter Tanner 
Weinstock Dodig LLP

• Peter Newman

Hogan Lovells

• Rob Beecher 
• Alex Bowerman 
• Virginia Gibson 
• Steve Loney  
• Garima Malhotra 
• David Newmann 
• John Sharrar 

Holland & Knight LLP
• Eric Yoon 

Jenner & Block LLP
• Jacob Alderdice 
• Kali Bracey 
• Elizabeth Deutsch 

 
Langer, Grogan  
& Diver P.C.

• Howard Langer 

 
McCausland Keen + 
Buckman

• Ryan Abrams 

 
Merck & Co., Inc.

• Dionna Litvin 

 
Morgan, Lewis  
& Bockius LLP

• John Dodds 
• John Gisleson 
• Steven Hunchuck 
• Kenneth Kulak 
• Susan Baker Manning 
• Colby Smith 
• Benjamin Stango 
• Benjamin Wills 

 

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

• Maggie Abernethy 
• Stephanie Drotar 
• Brad Elias 
• Eli Grossman 
• Aparna Joshi 
• Jeffrey Kopczynski 
• Anne Marchitello 
• Samantha Miller 
• Lynsey Ramos 
• Katrina Robson 
• Paul Wooten 

 
Saul Ewing Arnstein  
& Lehr LLP

• Georgia Baker 
• Kevin Levy 
• George “Ned” Rahn 

 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges 
LLP

• Robert Niles-Weed 
• Zachary Tripp 

 
Wilmer Cutler Pickering 
Hale and Dorr LLP

• Eleanor Davis 
• Jared Grubow 
• Jason Liss 
• Lori Martin 
• Christopher Noyes 
• Samantha Picans 
• David Yin 

 
Solo Practitioners  
and Others

• Jim Davy 
• Brenda Hall-Busch 
• Louis Rulli 

 

People in Pursuit of Justice



24

Brenda Marrero 
Executive Director

Michael Berton
Development 
Manager

LaTrice Brooks
Director of 
Administration

Michael Churchill
Of Counsel

Claudia De 
Palma
Staff Attorney

Dena Driscoll
Director of 
Development and 
Communications

Benjamin Geffen
Staff Attorney

Ebony Griffin
Staff Attorney

Jonathan 
McJunkin
Communications 
Manager

Mimi McKenzie
Legal Director

Ariel Morales
Tenant Organizer

Caroline Ramsey
UVA School of Law 
Robert F. Kennedy 
’51 Public Service 
Fellow

Mary Beth 
Schluckebier
Staff Attorney

Dan Urevick-
Ackelsberg
Staff Attorney

24

People in Pursuit of Justice
STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS

On December 15, the Philadelphia Bar Association’s 
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Alejandra Gonzalez
Michael Harding
Ellen Heiman
Blanche Helbling
Ruben Johnson
Sarah Kang
Deaynna Koskulitz
Brittney Martinez
Kimberly Martinez
Alyssa Matteucci
Camelia Metwally
James Meyer
Carol S. Miller
Irving Bazurto Palma
Rebecca Qiu
Carolyn Rice
Abigail Rosenfeld
Jenny Samuels
Shreya Sengupta
Jason Stump
Connor Sullivan
Rebecca Wagner
Richard Weening
Shoshana Wintman

Welcome new  
staff in 2021!

Leanne Almeida
Program Coordinator

Michael Athy
Staff Attorney

Sari Bernstein
Staff Attorney

Training and development for our staff is supported by the  
Morgan Lewis Professional Development Initiative

The Amy Ginensky & Andy Rogoff 
Emerging Advocate Initiative  
is our unpaid internship program
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Our client in a case defending 
Philadelphia’s lost and stolen 
gun laws, Kimberly Burrell.

Musician Amos Lee

People in Pursuit of Justice Advancing  
Justice  
Together 
OUR 2020 VIRTUAL  
ANNUAL CELEBRATION

On October 1, 2020, we held our first ever 
virtual annual celebration, Advancing Justice 
Together, featuring performances from some 
of Philadelphia’s most talented artists and 
stories from our work taking on pernicious 
problems like gun violence and voter 
suppression. We came together from across 
the country, with 275 households tuning 
in, to recognize our pro bono partners, our 
supporters and friends, and our clients, who 
stand up to the injustice they see in their 
own lives and the lives of their neighbors.

The faces of the Public Interest Law Center

Illustration by 
Symone Salib, 

featuring our 
clients. 

Our former Executive 
Director Jennifer Clarke.
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DONORS 

INDIVIDUALS

$10,000+
John Chou and Teresa Wallace
Tobey and Mark Dichter
Kenneth and Andrea Frazier
Ellen and Steven Friedell/

Reaching Agreement
David Gersch and  

Cathy Hoffman
H. Laddie and Linda Montague 
Marc and Jacqueline Topaz

$5,000-$9,999
Richard Berk and  

Susan Sorenson
Anthony Gay
Virginia Gibson and  

Lawrence Kutys
Katherine Hatton and  

Richard Bilotti Fund of 
 the Princeton Area  
Community Foundation

Laurie Mazer
Mimi and Jim McKenzie
Ellen Meriwether and  

Steven Goldfield
Pam and Tony Schneider
David and Gayle Smith
Robert and Elisa Wiygul
The Honorable Flora Barth 

Wolf and Laslo Boyd

$2,500-$4,999

Anonymous (x2)
Richard Berkman and  

Toni Seidl
Allen Black and Randy Apgar
Leigh Ann and  

Emmerich Buziak
Tom and Kate Chapin
Lisa Clark and David Haas
Abbi Cohen and  

Thomas O’Connell
Jeffrey Golan and  

Frances Vilella-Vélez
Stephen and Barbara Gold
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Lea and Claude Knight

Stephen and Erica Loney
Arthur Newbold
Don Perelman and  

Elise Singer
Jacqueline and  

Wade Robinson
The Sherrie R. Savett  

Family Foundation
Arthur RG Solmssen Jr. and 

Julia Smith
Marc Sonnnfeld and  

Ann Laupheimer
Dana Trexler
Katharine Wilson
Phillip and Suzanne Wilson

$1,000-$2,499

Irv Ackelsberg and  
Patricia Urevick

 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Barbara B. and Theodore R. 

Aronson
The Honorable Mark and 

Linda Bernstein
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Elliot and Lisa Berton
Harris Bock
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
William Brown
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
Daniella and Andrew 

Cavenagh
Colleen Christian
Michael Churchill and  

Tasha Stonorov
Jennifer Clarke and  

Alan Barstow
William Ewing
Brian Feeney
Bret Flaherty and  

Councilwoman Helen Gym
Blair Gerold
Richard and Wendy Glazer
Deborah Gross and  

Stuart Kurtz
Glenn Gundersen
Michele Dupree Hangley
Robin Hauner and Mike Scott

Linda Hibbert
Donald and Harriet Joseph
 In memory of Tom Gilhool, 

and in honor of Michael 
Churchill and Jennifer 
Clarke

Michael Lehr and  
Linda Pennington

Judy and Peter Leone
Thomas Mahoney and  

Kathleen Meriwether
Chris and Beth Malone
Sharon McKee
Benjamin and Meta Neilson
Wesley Payne
Alison Perelman
Nancy Posel
Mary Rhodes
David Richman and  

Janet Perry
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Jon and Karen Richter
Marian Schneider and  

George Cotsarelis
William Schwarze
Patty and Stephen Segal
Hyung Steele and  

Amy Ponpipom
Lane Taylor
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
Robert Victor and  

Alexandra Edsall

$500-$999
Anonymous (x3)
Margaret Barry and  

Jeff Abrams
 In honor of Mimi McKenzie
Mira Baylson and Hal Morra
Paul and Patricia Bonney
Faye Bradwick and  

Donald Lancaster
Kelly Bunting
Scott Charles
Robin Rowan Clarke
David Dye and Karen Heller
Families of Albert M.  

Greenfield School
J. Dennis Faucher

Bob and Betsy Fiebach
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
Molly Flynn
Barbara and William Geffen
Nancy Gellman
Hon. James T. Giles
Nancy Bregstein and  

Gary Gordon
Valentine Gorski
 In honor of Mira Baylson
Matthew Grimaldi
Edmund Harvey
Benjamin Hinerfeld
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Mr. and Mrs. James P. 

Hughes, Jr.
 In memory of Mary Pat 

Sobolesky
Shauna Itri and Daniel Miller
Katherine Keefe
Peter and Sung Kim
Kenneth Kulak and  

Katherine Hovde
Robert and Leslie LaRocca
Pamela Rainey Lawler
Thomas H. Lee
Howard and Susan Levinson
 In honor of Ben Geffen and 

in memory of Robert Smith
Frank Lindy
Shannon McClure
Eileen McGovern
Kevin and Fran McJunkin
Jeff and Rose Moller
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Samuel Morris
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
Martha Morse 
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
John and Charlotte Mulvihill
Pamela Nelson
Network for Good Facebook 

Birthday Campaigns
A. Michael Pratt
 In honor of Brian Feeney
Michael Reed
Elizabeth Richman

Sarah Ricks and  
Tom Dolgenos

Chris Ritchie
Eric and Jill Rothschild
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Mitchell and Amy Russell
Robert and Teresa Sachs
Jeffrey and Carol Lee Savery
Ann Kane Seidman
Eugene Spector/Spector 

Roseman & Kodroff PC
Peter and Joanna Strauss
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
Joseph and Bernadette Tate
Abigail Thaker
Elisabeth Theodore
Kristin Thomson
Curtis and Jacinta Toll
Erik and Joyce Videlock
Robert and Jean Vogel
Bob Warner and  

Jean Hemphill
Kim Watterson
Miriam Weizenbaum
David and Betsy Wice
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
Suzan Willcox
Richard Witmer
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
Abigail Wolf
Marion and Brian Young
Joan Yue

$1-$499
David Abernethy and  

Phyllis Simon
Marilyn Ackelsberg
 In memory of George Floyd
Peter and Christine Ackourey
Richard Adler
Charles Alston and  

Susan Dentzer
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Ruth Amaral 

In memory of  
Barbara Grimaldi
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Anonymous (x23)
Anonymous
 In memory of  

Barbara Grimaldi
Anonymous (x2)
 In memory of Robert Smith
Zac Arbitman and  

Julie Perkins
Mason Austin
William and Christine Babcock
Maureen Barden and  

David Othmer
Hank and Joanne Barnette
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
Roberta Barsotti
LCDR John Barstow, USN and 

Alexandra Barstow
Cameron Baston
Hally Bayer
Dana Bazelon and  

David Frankel
 In honor of Mira Baylson, 

Ben Geffen and Jim Davy
Dean and Angela Beer
Allan Bergman
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
Judy Berkman
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Leonard and Ellan Bernstein
Leonard and Doris Berton
Michael and Kari Berton
Shawn Berven
Barbara Binis
Nicole Black
Michael and Irma Blum
Edward H. Boehner
Margaret Jasulek Boehner
Hector Bones
Arnie Borish
 In memory of  

Bernard M. Borish
Christopher and Wendy Born
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Laura Braddock
Bonnie Brier and  

Bruce Rosenfield
Ellen Briggs
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle 

Ryan Brown
Steven and Lisa Bryer
Thomas Buglio
Karen Bustard
Madeline Cabano
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
John Caddell
Elizabeth Campbell
John Capowski
Linda Casey and  

Richard Williams
 In memory of Robert Smith
Robert and Jennifer Celata
John Cella
Jane Century
Steve Chawaga and  

Laurie Novo
Tim Clair and Heather Keafer
Roger Clark and Amy Boss
Margaret Clarke
Marcia Cohen
Alyssa Conn
Betsy and Tom Conway
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
Robert and Charlene Cooney
Lisa Hyatt Cooper
Laurel Coyle
David Creagan
Katrina Daly
 In honor of  

Michael Churchill
Lauren Daniel
Diane and Theodore Danoff
Lucy and Sam Danon
Maurice A. Davis
Claudia De Palma and  

Jacob Cooper
Thomas Decker
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
Donald and Cordelia Delson
Margaret Desmond
Alison DiCiurcio
Sharon M. Dietrich
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Catherine D’Ignazio
Serena Dineshkumar
Devon Doane

Diana and Stuart Donaldson
Elisabeth Doolan
Maura Elizabeth Douglas
Barbara Dowdall
Elizabeth Dragovich
Phoebe Driscoll
Dana Duffy
Diana Dukes
Lori Dumas
Patrick Egan
Farheen Ehsan
Zakia Elliott
Jules Epstein
Wendy Epstein
Alexandra Escher
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
Evelyn Eskin and David Major
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
Bruno and Carol Fanconi
Carmen Febo San Miguel
Richard and Linda Feder
Erik Federman
Albert J. Feldman
Evan Fieldston
Michael Filoromo
Elliot Fitzsimmons
Carol Fixman and  

Stephen Kobrin
Howard and Lynne Flaxman
Ethan Fogel
Siobhan Foley
Melanie Foreman
Jennie and Chris Fortenbach
 In memory of  

Barbara Grimaldi
Becky and Dave Foster
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Elizabeth Fox
Kara Fox
Stephen M. Foxman
Marion Fraley
Allan Perry Freedman
John Freedman and Cecily 

Baskir
Richard Freemann and  

Leslie Muhlfelder
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
Matthew Frey
Carl Fridy

Robert Friedman
 In honor of Robert Smith
Michael Froehlich
Frank Furstenberg
Ade and Monique  

Myatt Galloway
Adam Garber
Anne Marie Gardiner
Edmond Joseph Ghisu
Gillian Gilhool
Terry Gillen
Lindsay Gilmour
Matthew and Ariella Glazer
Mrs. and Mr. Susan  

Gleeksman
Kolya Glick
Greg Goldman
Mary L. Goldman
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
John Goldsborough
Brian Gordon
Hugh Gordon
Denise Goren
George Gould
John Greiner
Karen Grethlein
Deborah Grill and  

Michael Mannella
Brent Groce and  

Donna Cordner
Abigail Guay
Pamela Gwaltney
F. John Hagele
Beverly Hahn
Stephen D.D. Hamilton
Katherine Harper
Daniel Harris
 In memory of Ned Wolf
Judith E. Harris
Mary Hasbrouck and  

Jonathan Cohen
Chris Havener
Will and Stacy Hawkins
Debbie Hemerka
Jerry Henige
Jessica Hilburn-Holmes
James Hilliard and  

Marilyn Thomas
Kevin Hoagland-Hanson and 

Gillian Page

William and Anne Marie Hoyle
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
Jacqulynn Hugee
Tim and Anne Hunter
Mary and Howard Hurtig
Keith Irwin
Carmela Jackson
Martina Jacobs
F. Warren Jacoby
Sami and Jon Jarrah
Karen Kane
Sarah Kang
Steven and Ellen Kaplan
Stephen Kastenberg
Harriet Katz
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
Barry Kauffman
Tim Kearney
 In memory of  

Brandon Tate Brown
Alexander and Margaret Kerr
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Doris and Richard Kessler
Deborah Gordon Klehr
Alan Klein
Rebekah Klein
Elizabeth Kozart
Myra Kranzel
Jerry and Kathy Kreider
Seth Kreimer
Allen Kuharski
Lauren Kummer
Emily Kurtz
Hillary Ladov
Liz Lambert
Rhonda Lambert
 In memory of Robert Smith
Jane Landis
Meaghan Lane
Henry Langsam
Margaret Larson
Sharon Laverdure
Lora Lavin
Timothy Law
Beth Lawn
Philip Lebowitz and  

Sharon Lee
Jeannette Leighton
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Joe and Virginia Leonard
Jack Lerner
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Peter LeVan
Lawrence Levine
Stephen and Melissa Lewicki
 In honor of Ellen Meriwether
Wendy Lewis and  

Daniel Mueller
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Fredrica Lightford
Marian Lindberg
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Laura Little
Sam R. Little
Diana Liu
Nathaniel Lownes
Cheryl and Michael Lynch
 In honor of Mimi McKenzie
Jen Lyons
Tom MacFarlane and  

Kathryn Howard
Marcelo Magnasco
Andrew Malik
Jack Malinowski
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
Jeannine Manes
Susan and Daniel Mangold
Joseph M. Manko, Sr.
Marisa Marcin
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
Lynn Marks
Wil Maxton
Kaitlyn Maxwell
Kathy McCauley
 In honor of Michael 

McKeever
Melissa McCleery
Marc and Erin McClure
Eileen McGovern
Caitlin McHugh
Maura McInerney
Addie McKenzie
Gus McKenzie
Jake McKenzie
Lydie McKenzie
Patricia McKinney
Rosie McNamara-Jones
Kimberly Mehler

Christopher and Dorothy 
Mejia-Smith

John and Eleanor Merrick
Jane Merrylees
Judy Mesirov and  

Emmett Miller
James and Sandra Meyer
Ellen Milgrim
Sandra Miller
Allan and Sandra Molotsky
Roland and Sally Morris
George Mosee
Vivianne T. Nachmias
Jack and Barbara Nagel
Andrew Napier
Jane Nathanson
Paul Nebenzahl
Kyle Nocho
Debra O’Connor
Kathy O’Connor
Molly O’Connor
Peter O’Hara
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
Victoria and Laurie Olin
Katherine Orem
Stephanie Ortballs-Tibbs
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
George Overhiser
Melissa Page
Tom and Carmen Paradise
Richard and Nancy Pasquier
Kartik and Seema Patel
Alison Paules
Dana Pavlichko
David and Janet Pearlman
Freda Pepper
Stan Perry
John Pielemeier
 In memory of Robert Smith
James J. Pierson
Kimberly Pillari
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
Morgan Plant
Jacob Polakoff
Steve Pollack
Curtis and Leslie Pontz
Edward and Mary Posner

Lara Putnam and  
Douglas Wible

Nicole and Chad Rademan
 In memory of Robert Smith
Joan Rainer
Barbara Ransom
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
Melissa Rasman and  

Thomas Hurley
Patty Redenbaugh
Abe and Sherri Reich
Adiah and Donald Reid
Aviva and Yoni Reinfeld
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Curtis Reitz and  

Judith Renzulli
Marc Renzema
 In memory of Robert Smith
Diane Reott
Kathleen Reyes
 In memory of Robert Smith
Stephen Rhoades
Barak Richman
 In honor of Eden Richman
Estelle Richman
Hershel Richman
Michele Richman
 In memory of Eugene Laff
Leonard Rieser and  

Fernando Chang-Muy
Theodore Robb
Carol Roberts
Hugh Roberts
Lynne M. Roberts
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
Marianne Roche
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Anne Rollins
Patricia Rose and  

Marta Dabzies
Martin Rosenberg and  

Ellen Fennick
Keith and Silvia Rosenn
Harold and Sue Rosenthal
Lewis Rosman and Karen Guss
Daniel and Faye Ross
Dan Rothenberg
Diane Rubin

Lou and Carol Rulli
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Daryn and Leanne Rush
William and Holly Russell
Anne Ryan
Sheila Saidman and  

Steven Kafrissen
 In memory of Robert Smith
Mike Salmanson and  

Tobi Zemsky
Nicholas Sanders
Robert Sanders
Stuart and Maxine Savett
 In memory of  

William Speiller
Beth Schlegel
Douglas Schleicher and  

Aili Lazaar
Barbara Schluckebier
Francis Schluckebier
Mary Beth Schluckebier and 

Bridget McGovern
Ross and Kim Schmucki
Daniel Schneider
Peter Schneider and  

Susan DeJarnatt
Rich Schonwald
Susan and William Schwartz
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
Dveera Segal
Eric Seo
Joseph Serritella and  

Elizabeth McCaffery
Amy and Mike Shaffner
Carolyn J. Shaner
David Shapiro
Stephen and Nieta Shapiro
Elizabeth Shay
Stephen and Sandy Sheller
Brenna Shortal
Michelle Shoultes
 In memory of  

Barbara Grimaldi
Susan and Judd Shoval
 In memory of Robert Smith
William Siemering
Stuart and Rose Singer
 In honor of Jim Eiseman

Andra Smith
 In memory of  

Barbara Grimaldi
Frances Snedeker
 In memory of Robert Smith
Josh Snyder
Paulina Sockolow
Paul Socolar
Carl Solano
 In memory of 

Lawrence Hoyle
Rayman Solomon and  

Carol Avins
Henry and Beth Sommer
Lynne Delanty Spencer
 In memory of  

Steven H.D. Spencer
Jeremy Spiegel
Halli Spraggins
Susan Sternlieb
 In memory of Robert Smith
Seymour and Janet Stotland
Stephen Strahs
Addy Sugarman and  

Marsh Greenberg
Connor Sullivan
Jan Swenson
Julie Swerdloff
Lilton R. Taliaferro, Jr.
Kelly Tannen
Anne Taylor
Michael Temin
Patrice C. Temple-West
 In memory of  

Patrick F.E. Temple-West
Margaret Teoh
Betsy Teutsch
Ava Thompson
Virginia Thompson
 In honor of Ellen Meriwether
Marianne Tillotson
Paul and Bonnie Titus
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle
Nancy Trexler
Karla Trotman
Judy Turetsky
Catherine Vasudevan
Maddy Wadsworth
 In memory of Tj Wadsworth
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Thomas Wamser
Megan Watson
Bill and Dana Weeks
Richard Weening
Debra Weiner
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke
Marsha Weinraub
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke 
Barbara and Dusty Welsh
 In honor of Alex Welsh 

and Betsy Dewar’s 10th 
anniversary

Lizzi Weyant
 In honor of Isaac Miller
Meaghan Whalen
F. John White
Nicole White
Mark Widoff
Matthew Lee Weiner
Thomas Willis
James Wilson
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
David and Ilene Winikur
Michael C. Witsch
Susannah Wolf and  

Douglas Gauck
Nancy Wygant
Robert S. Yablon
Shelly D. Yanoff
Francis Young
Gloria Yu
 In memory of Gene Bishop
Lauren Zeitlin
 In memory of Tom Gilhool
Nancy Zindel and Richard Kut
 In memory of  

Lawrence Hoyle

Institutional Donors

$100,000+
Oak Foundation
Pennsylvania IOLTA Board 

Bank of America Sub-grant
William Penn Foundation

$45,000-$99,999
Pennsylvania IOLTA Board
Samuel S. Fels Fund
The Willow Tree Fund
The Woodtiger Fund
Wyncote Foundation

$30,000-$44,999
Claneil Foundation
Kessler Topaz Meltzer & 

Check, LLP
Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp.
The Philadelphia Foundation

$20,000-$29,999
HouseUS Fund
The Mayer-Rothschild 

Foundation
United Way of Greater 

Philadelphia and Southern 
New Jersey

$10,000-$19,999
Arnold & Porter
Chimicles Schwartz Kriner & 

Donaldson-Smith LLP
Community Energy
Cozen O’Connor
Dechert LLP
Faegre Drinker Biddle &  

Reath LLP
Ellen and Steven Friedell/

Reaching Agreement
Independence Foundation
Kohn Swift & Graf, P.C.
Langer, Grogan & Diver P.C.
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Seeger Weiss LLP
The Charlesmead Foundation
Troutman Pepper Hamilton 

Sanders LLP
William M. King Charitable 

Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Blank Rome LLP
Christian R. and Mary F. 

Lindback Foundation
Hangley Aronchick Segal 

Pudlin & Schiller
Johnson & Johnson
Philadelphia Bar Foundation
Schnader Harrison Segal & 

Lewis LLP
The Bennett Family Foundation
White and Williams LLP

$2,500-$4,999
Berney & Sang
Chubb
CNA Insurance  

Companies, Inc.
Duane Morris LLP
Fine, Kaplan & Black, R.P.C.
Hausfeld
Huntington National Bank
Marshall Dennehey Warner 

Coleman & Goggin, P.C.
Saul Ewing Arnstein &  

Lehr LLP
Tactix Real Estate  

Advisors, LLC
Willig, Williams & Davidson

$1,000-$2,499
AmerisourceBergen
Boni, Zack & Snyder, LLC
Levin Sedran & Berman
Paratodo
Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation
Samuel Tabas Family  

Foundation
Swartz Campbell LLC
The Harriette Steelman and 

Charles L. Tabas Foundation
Welsh & Recker PC
Zidek Family Foundation

$1-$999
Amazon.com, Inc.  

(AmazonSmile)
AstraZeneca
Bellevue Strategies
Brixmor Property Group
Cohen Milstein Sellers &  

Toll PLLC
Conley Law Group LLC
Cuddy Law Firm, P.L.L.C.
Ecumenical Enterprises, Inc.
 In memory of Robert Smith
Education Law Partners, P.C.
Eisenberg, Rothweiler, Winkler, 

Eisenberg & Jeck, P.C.
Germantown Jewish Centre
Glenmede
iGive.com
McAndrews, Mehalick, 

Connolly, Hulse, Ryan, and 
Marone, P.C.

Merck & Co., Inc.
Microsoft
Mill Creek Capital  

Advisors, LLC
MoGold Records
National Philanthropic Trust
PJM Interconnection
Prudential Financial, Inc.
Eugene Spector/Spector 

Roseman & Kodroff PC
Technically Media
TelcoWorks
 In honor of Jennifer Clarke

Donors of In-Kind Goods  
and Services

Key Medium 
Ricoh USA

This list recognizes donors 
who gave to the Law Center for 
the 2020 calendar year. Every 
effort was made to ensure 
accuracy. Contact Michael 
Berton with questions or 
concerns at 267-546-1303.
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FINANCIALS 
January 1, 2020—December 31, 2020.  
Figures from 2020 audited financial report.

Investment Income

In-Kind Legal Services

Contracts & Honorarium

Fee Awards

Legal Community & Other Support

Grants & Contributions

Fundraising

General & Administrative

Program Services

REVENUE 
469425 
691613 
361966 
34466 
26327 
1583797 
 
 

EXPENSES 
Program Expenses $1,003,919 
Fundraising Expenses $261,868 
General Expenses $131,049 
Total Expenses $1,396,836 

Investment Income

In-Kind Legal Services

Contracts & Honorarium

Fee Awards

Legal Community & Other Support

Grants & Contributions

Fundraising

General & Administrative

Program Services

REVENUE 
469425 
691613 
361966 
34466 
26327 
1583797 
 
 

EXPENSES 
Program Expenses $1,003,919 
Fundraising Expenses $261,868 
General Expenses $131,049 
Total Expenses $1,396,836 

REVENUE

Grants & Contributions    $760,024
Legal Community & Other Support  $1,255,956
Fee Awards     $10,767
Contracts & Honorarium    $140,448
In-Kind Legal Services    $2,654,002
Investment Income    $181,533
Total Revenue     $5,002,730

EXPENSES

Program Services    $4,150,274
General & Administrative   $294,569
Fundraising     $190,431
Total Expenses    $4,635,274

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Current Assets     $1,873,999
Other Assets     $2,927,263
Property & equipment (net of depreciation) $34,499
Total Assets     $4,801,262
Current Liabilities    $548,932
Prior Year Net Assets    $3,884,874
Current Year Change    $367,456
Total Liabilities and Net Assets   $4,801,262
Unrestricted Net Assets   $2,744,163

*Audited financial reports are available on our website at 
pubintlaw.org/corporate-documents/

SUMMARY OF REVENUE & EXPENSES*
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S P OT L I G H T 

SCHOOL FUNDING IN PENNSYLVANIA 

Since 2008, Pennsylvania state law has set a benchmark for calculating 
the resources that public schools need so that their students have a shot 
at reaching state academic standards. The law says that the state should 
calculate how much school districts need to reach this target each year—
but they have not done so for years. As part of our lawsuit challenging 
Pennsylvania’s school funding system, we ran the numbers, in an expert report 
prepared by Penn State College of Education professor Matthew Kelly. His 
analysis revealed a widespread gap between what students need to reach 
their potential and what they are provided in Pennsylvania, especially in low-
wealth urban, rural, and suburban communities. 

Underfunding is widespread in Pennsylvania because our General Assembly 
has failed to live up to its constitutional duty to ensure that kids in every 
community can receive a quality education. Starting November 12, 2021, that 
failure will be on trial, seven years after our case was filed in 2014. 

Expert report of Dr. Matthew Kelly, Penn State. Derived from analysis of publically available state data.

attend school districts in the  

bottom 20%  
of local wealth.

Pennsylvania public schools are 

$4.6 billion 
short of a benchmark for adequate 
state and local funding written in 

state law. Pennsylvania ranks 45th 
nationwide in its state share of 

education funding. This low state 
share leaves districts reliant on 

local taxpayers, and fuels inequality 
between districts who have the 

wealth needed to pick up the slack 
and those who don’t.

45TH

277 
out of 500 districts are 
underfunded by more 

than $2,000 per student.

Pennsylvania spends 

$4,800 less 
per pupil
on students in poor districts 

than on students in rich districts.

50%  
of Black 
students 

40% 
of Latino 
students



Two Penn Center 
1500 JFK Boulevard, Suite 802 
Philadelphia PA 19102

215-627-7100

www.pubintlaw.org 

Save 
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date!
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Vie 
600 North 
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Honoring 
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Clarke, our 
Executive 

Director from 
2006 to early 

2021, with 
the 2021 
Thaddeus 
Stevens 
Award. 
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