


Welcome to the 2019 annual report for the Pub-
lic Interest Law Center! Yes, 2019. It isn't a typo.
As with everything else in our lives, everything

in our new at-home “office” turned upside down
during the annus horribilis that was 2020.

So in this report, you won't be reading about the
incredible and successful efforts of our team to
vindicate the voices of voters in the courts. You
won't read about how our organizer and law-
yers confronted the terrifying prospect of illegal
evictions during a global pandemic with advoca-
cy, organizing and lawsuits on behalf of people
who were literally locked out of their houses. You
won't read about how we helped thousands of
small business owners with criminal records--who
were initially locked out of job-saving Paycheck
Protection Program loans--by successfully suing
the Small Business Administration, forcing it to
change its blanket ban on people with criminal
histories.

You won't read about new litigation to reduce
firearm violence, our work representing parents

in Chester who faced the prospect that every
school in the district could be turned into a char-
ter through a secretive process, or relentless ad-
vocacy to make sure that children with disabilities
continue to receive a free and appropriate educa-
tion. And you won't yet read about the final days
of our $2 million capital campaign, In Pursuit of
Justice: A Campaign for the Public Interest Law
Center, a campaign that is now nearly complete
with less than $200,000 yet to raise.

That will be the next report—coming soon.

Instead, here, we take you back to the compara-
bly simpler days before the pandemic surfaced.
We wistfully recall the 400 people gathered at
the Cherry Street Pier in October 2019 to cel-
ebrate 50 years of impact, and the simple plea-
sures of being together in the office.

2019

BY THE NUMBERS

volunteers

Staff in October 2019, when we moved from the United
Way Building to our new space at Two Penn Center.

people attended our
community education
programs

6,109

. , _ _ individual donors
But as this chronicle of 2019 reminds us, the in-

justices of now are not new. The gross inequality
among school districts, in which some students
have all the modern advantages and others learn
in crumbling buildings, is a longstanding reality
for Pennsylvania’s schoolchildren. Firearm vio-
lence already was raging through our community
before the surge in 2020, disparately killing and
maiming young Black men. Brown and Black
renters have faced the worst of Philadelphia’s
eviction crisis for many years, while too many
unscrupulous landlords in our city fail to provide
basic needs, like working heat and water.

pro bono
attorneys

miles traveled across
Pennsylvania to take
depositions, gather evidence
in discovery, and give public
presentations for our case
challenging our state’s broken
school funding system

Wynnefield

and Overbrook
residents who will
receive workforce
development
education and
training from PECO
every year as part
of a Community
Benefit Agreement
we helped residents
negotiate

That is the point of what we do-- we the entire
community of the Public Interest Law Center,
past and present. We are here for the long term,
because the evils that we see now are deeply
entrenched, having lurked among us for years, if
not centuries.

completed absentee
ballots rejected in
2018 because they
were received after
Pennsylvania’s old
absentee ballot deadline,
which was the earliest in

the country. We represented
voters in a case to change
that deadline, and in October
2019, Pennsylvania extended
the deadline to 8 p.m. on
Election Day

Thanks to all of you, we will be here fighting,

not just during this annus horribilis, but even
during what will hope will be many anni mira-
biles to come. If we've learned anything from
these months, it is that our human condition of
mutual dependence compels us to seek justice.
As Martin Luther King Jr. wrote from a Birming-
ham jail, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable
network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of
destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all
indirectly”

May you remain safe and healthy until we can see
you again.

Sincerely,

\\KJLA R Qh AR The Public Interest Law Center uses high-impact legal strategies to advance the
civil, social, and economic rights of communities in the Philadelphia region facing
discrimination, inequality, and poverty. We use litigation, community education,
advocacy, and organizing to secure access to fundamental resources and services.

Jennifer R. Clarke

and interns



© Homes Without
Discrimination

FIGHTING FOR A RIGHT TO COUNSEL

The consequences of eviction are severe and long-lasting for renters. Studies have shown that
eviction negatively impacts renters’ employment prospects, their health, and the educational
progress of their children. And an eviction judgement—or even a filing—can make it harder for
renters to find safe and healthy housing for years to come. To make matters worse, renters
face a vast power imbalance in eviction court. Only 11 percent of renters have attorneys,
compared to nearly 80 percent of landlords.

INISNOH

Former Law Center
client and current
board member Curtis
Shiver testifies in

In 2019, we joined the Philadelphia Bar Association, Community Legal Services, and tenant
advocates across the City to demand that City Council pass Right to Counsel Legislation,
introduced by Councilmember Helen Gym. On November 14, this legislation passed

support of a Right to ’ . : . . N )
unanimously. The bill, which phases in over several years, will provide funding for free legal

and Exploitation =

Corinne Morris and her partner, Charles Hagood, are two young
parents who began renting a rowhouse in East Germantown in
June 2017. Like all families, they wanted a safe, healthy place in
which to raise their children. But those hopes were dashed by

unsafe housing.

Soon after moving in, they discovered a
broken water pipe in the basement, which
prevented water from reaching the rest of
the apartment. Ms. Morris was four months
pregnant and could only cook, flush the
toilet, and bathe her child by carrying
water buckets up from the basement. The
Department of Licenses & Inspections
(L&I) found ten code violations after
surveying the property, and in September
2017, four months after Ms. Morris moved
in, the Water Department shut off the water
for good, forcing the couple to vacate the

property.

To spur their landlord to make needed,
basic repairs, the couple began withholding
$950 per month in rent, in addition to water
bills and other expenses stemming from
unrepaired code violations. In response,
their landlord, Brooklyn-based company
Home 4 Rent, served them with an eviction
notice and demanded $3,951 for the

rent and fees that they withheld. The Law
Center represented Ms. Morris and Mr.
Hagood in an affirmative case to hold their
landlord accountable to Philadelphia laws
and the rights of low-income tenants. The
suit, filed in March 2018, settled in April
2019. Ms. Morris and her partner now live
in a new, safe home.

Ms. Morris also served as a named plaintiff
in our class action Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act (FDCPA) lawsuit. This suit
was targeted at a landlords’ collection
lawyer and his law firm, who used
misleading debt collection practices while
attempting to evict and collect rent.from
numerous tenants in uninhabitable. living
situations.

Philadelphia law mandates that landlords
can only collect rent from a tenant or
request their eviction after presenting a
Certificate of Rental Suitability affirming
that the house is safe. This requirement
was often ignored in practice—especially
when tenants were unrepresented in
court—leaving landlords unaccountable for
failing to maintain safe housing. Our class
action case settled in 2019. Our advocacy,
including this case, helped lead to changes
in eviction court procedures that require
landlords to prove that they had a certificate
of rental suitability and other required steps
to ensure basic housing safety, drastically
cutting down on unlawful and misleading
eviction filings.

“Through the Public Interest Law Center,
| learned not only my rights as a tenant
but also that the issues | was facing were
more common in my community than |
ever thought,” said Ms. Morris at our 2019
annual event.

Corinne Morris

representation in eviction court for all low-income tenants in Philadelphia.

Staff attorney Mary Beth Schluckebier, tenant
organizer Ariel Morales, and staff attorney
George Donnelly following a City Council
hearing supporting a Right to Counsel for
low-income tenants in Philadelphia.

Renters United Philadelphia:
Building Tenant Power

Renters United / Inquilinxs en la Lucha
Philadelphia (RUP) is an organization
that the Law Center launched in 2019 to
organize and educate renters to fight for

lobbied local government officials to force the
landlord to the bargaining table. Across all
these activities, RUP seeks to build tenants’
capacity to identify collective housing quality
their rights to quality housing in the streets, problems, develop effective strategies to

the courts, and City Hall. Two Law Center solve them, and assert and expand their

staff members, Ariel Morales and Mary Beth legal rights. To this end, RUP hosts monthly
Schluckebier, serve as a tenant organizer and = Renters' Rights Clinics and Know Your Rights
a community lawyer, respectively. RUP is a workshops, invests in leadership development,
citywide organization comprising organized and meets regularly with the Organizing
renters who share a building, a landlord, or a Committee members to develop and advance
neighborhood. the organization. This work is made possible
by support from the Oak Foundation,

the Samuel S. Fels Foundation and the
Pennsylvania IOLTA Board.

RUP is currently organizing tenants who
share a large corporate landlord that owns

34 buildings across the City. These renters
have faced habitability problems including
pest infestations, security problems, structural
issues, and arbitrary rent increases and fees.
They have held multiple marches and rallies,
organized call-in drives, sent letters, and


https://www.rentersunitedphiladelphia.org/
https://www.rentersunitedphiladelphia.org/
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Students and

Parents Standing
for Equal
Education

lan Linn is a former client and currently advocates to provide
adequate educational services to students with disabilities. On
June 3rd 2019, lan graduated from Masterman High School in

Philadelphia, and he now attends Oberlin College. Last May, he
shadowed staff attorney Darlene Hemerka as part of his senior
project, during which he helped with policy research and other

tasks.

“l chose the Public Interest Law Center
because | was interested in advocacy,
specifically for people like myself with
disabilities,” lan said. “l thought that the
Law Center would be a great example of
what advocacy can do.”

lan has Moebius Syndrome, a disorder
that causes facial paralysis. When lan
was in preschool and kindergarten, former
Law Center attorneys Thomas Gilhool

and Barbara Ransom represented lan and
his parents in getting early intervention
services, such as speech therapy and
occupational therapy.

In 2018, lan served on the School District
of Philadelphia student advisory board.
Even though about 14.5 percent of
students in the district have Individualized
Education Programs (IEPs), “disability
was not being talked about a lot,” lan said.
In the presentation for his senior project,
lan discussed how the District manages
services for students with disabilities, and
what they could be doing better.

Our longstanding work fighting for students
with disabilities continues, guided and
spurred by a community of advocates like
lan. Federal and state law requires schools
to provide transition services to help
students with disabilities prepare for work,
higher education, and independent living
starting at age 14. Unfortunately, many
parents, educators and students do not
know about this right and do not receive
these services. We are working to change
that, holding educational trainings that
reached more than 378 people last year.

We also analyzed data from Pennsylvania's
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR),
the state agency charged with helping
people with disabilities prepare for, obtain
and maintain employment. Our analysis
found that too few Pennsylvania students
with disabilities are getting the help they
need preparing for the workforce, and
we've worked with advocates to push OVR
to provide more complete data and connect
with more families.




® The Case for
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Fair School
Funding

The Pennsylvania Constitution requires the legislature to provide for a
“thorough and efficient system of public education.” Instead, we have
a system that leaves students behind based on where they live. Across
Pennsylvania, schools face a funding shortfall estimated to be at least

$4.6 billion, and 277 districts—urban, suburban, and rural-need more

than $2,000 in additional funding per student to reach the funding
level they need to give students a shot to achieve state standards.

The students who need the most get the least. Low-
wealth Pennsylvania school districts have $4,800
less to spend per pupil on students than wealthy
school districts—and this gap, one of the widest in
the country, is growing. This wide gap reflects the
deep legacy of segregation in Pennsylvania, which
has some of the starkest resource disparities across
school district borders in the country. More than

50 percent of Black students and 40 percent of
Hispanic students attend districts in the bottom 20
percent of local wealth.

Pennsylvania is more reliant on local wealth to fund
schools than all but six other states, with only 38
percent of funding coming from the state level.

This leaves districts reliant on local taxes to fend
for themselves. Property taxpayers in lower-wealth
districts are trying: they actually pay higher tax rates
than those in wealthy districts. But it's not enough,
and every year, districts struggle to meet the needs
of their students, who are more likely to live in
poverty, or speak English as a second language.

This means that students, because of where they
are born, go without the basics: small class sizes,
reading specialists and other remedial help, up-to-
date materials, counselors, librarians, art, music, and
much more.

Along with the Education Law Center and
O'Melveny & Myers LLP, we filed a lawsuit in 2014
to change this system, suing legislative leaders,
state education officials, and the Governor. We are
asking for a court order that will force the legislature
to comply with the state constitution, pay its fair
share for public schools, and ensure all students
receive the resources they need for an education
that prepares them for life after graduation. Trial

is coming in 2021. See how we got here with this
timeline of the case.

DECEMBER 2018--JULY 2020 SPRING/

We complete discovery in the case,
producing more than 100,000 pages of
documents, taking or defending more than
70 depositions, arguing motions before the
Court, and submitting 10 expert reports.

SUMMER 2021,
ESTIMATED
Pennsylvania
students will finally

AUGUST 2018
Commonwealth Court

NOVEMBER 2014

We file our case in Commonwealth
Court, representing the William

Penn, Wilkes-Barre, Shenandoah
Valley, Panther Valley, Lancaster, and
Johnstown School Districts, along with
families, the NAACP of Pennsylvania,
and the Pennsylvania Association of
Rural and Small Schools, challenging
decades of underfunding that had left
students in low-wealth districts without
the resources they need to succeed.

Attorneys, clients and supporters
at a Harrisburg press conference
announcing the launch of the
case in 2014

MAY 2016

The Pennsylvania Legislature establishes a formula for distributing
state school funding which would increase funds to schools with
more students in poverty and less local wealth. But the formula
only applies to yearly funding increases, which constitutes a small
percentage of total state funds allocated to education. In the
2018-19 school year, only 8.84 percent of state school funding
was distributed through the formula.

Students protest at our 2015 rally
preceding oral argument in the case.

Supporters line up to attend oral
argument at City Hall in 2015

SEPTEMBER 2017
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court

denies Senator Scarnati's
mootness motion.

Attorneys, clients and supporters
following a 2018 oral argument

JULY 2018

Senator Scarnati again seeks to dismiss
the case, claiming that the new funding
formula renders the case moot. We respond
by demonstrating that, since the case was
filed, classroom spending has decreased
and inequality between school districts has

increased. Fourth graders at William

Penn School District, one of

Our response included affidavits prepared the plaintiffs in the case

have their day in
court.

AUGUST 2020

Our expert reports begin to

make waves. For example, since
2008, Pennsylvania state law has
included a formula for calculating
the resources that schools need so
that their students have a shot at
reaching state academic standards.
The law says that the state should
calculate how much school districts
need to reach this target each year—
but they have not done so.

We ran the numbers. In an expert
report from Penn State Professor
Matthew Kelly, we found that,
according to this formula, 86%
of Pennsylvania students attend

APRIL 2015

The Commonwealth Court initially
dismisses the case, holding that
courts cannot get involved in school
funding cases. We appeal to the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court.

rules in our favor and returns the case
to Commonwealth Court for further
proceedings.

by superintendents of the districts involved in
the case, describing painful cuts. “We know a
number of programs that are proven to work
for our children,” wrote Greater Johnstown
Superintendent Amy Arcurio. “But we don't
provide them, for one reason only: a lack of
funding”

schools that don't receive adequate
resources for education, and schools
are underfunded by $4.6 billion


https://www.pubintlaw.org/cases-and-projects/in-victory-for-students-court-rules-that-pa-school-funding-lawsuit-is-not-moot/
https://www.pubintlaw.org/cases-and-projects/in-victory-for-students-court-rules-that-pa-school-funding-lawsuit-is-not-moot/
https://www.pubintlaw.org/cases-and-projects/in-victory-for-students-court-rules-that-pa-school-funding-lawsuit-is-not-moot/
https://www.pubintlaw.org/cases-and-projects/in-victory-for-students-court-rules-that-pa-school-funding-lawsuit-is-not-moot/
https://www.pubintlaw.org/cases-and-projects/in-victory-for-students-court-rules-that-pa-school-funding-lawsuit-is-not-moot/
https://www.pubintlaw.org/cases-and-projects/in-victory-for-students-court-rules-that-pa-school-funding-lawsuit-is-not-moot/
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Jobs Wit
Discrimina
and Bias

In 2018, Kara Gannon, a 56-year-old mother from Malvern, was

looking for a new job. She is an experienced social service

professional with a strong work history and a B.A. in Psychology.
Like one-in-three adults in America, Ms. Gannon also has a
criminal history: two misdemeanors that occurred 9 and 11 years
ago. Job applicants with records face widespread discrimination:
one 2002 survey found that more than 60 percent of employers
probably would not hire an applicant with any criminal background.

Ms. Gannon applied for two caseworker
positions with different Montgomery
County departments and was turned away
both times, after the County learned of her
record. At one department, she received

a job offer and start date--but was then
told that the position was “not required at

this time.” Rather than just accept this, Ms.

Gannon decided to fight back.

We represented Ms. Gannon in a 2019
lawsuit alleging that Montgomery County
violated state law protecting applicants
from bias--the Criminal History Records
Information Act (CHRIA). CHRIA prohibits
employers from considering criminal
convictions in hiring decisions unless they
relate to the applicants’ ability to perform
the job. Under CHRIA, employers are also
required to provide written notice to job
applicants when they do decide to deny
employment on the basis of their record.

Her case settled in November. As part of

her settlement, Montgomery County, which Our client Philadelphia Can’t Aﬂ’ord

employs nearly 2,400 people, adopted a 1l eton

new hiring policy, affirming that they will the Price Of Hiring BiaS.
follow CHRIA and only consider criminal :

history when it is relevant to the position. Philadelphia Inquirer, March 25, 2019

By standing up for her legal rights, Ms. StaﬁAttorney Clindia De Palma
Gannon paved the way for a fairer process

for other applicants and helped create an “This bias is reflected in the staggering 'In Philadelphia, the barriers faced by
example for other large employers to follow. 27 percent national unemployment job-seekers with a criminal history are
rate among returning citizens, a rate, also barriers for communities, especially
as one recent study remarked, that is black and Latino ones, as they strive to
“substantially higher than even the worst move from poverty to shared prosperity.
years of the Great Depression.” The We owe it to our city's future to give all
economic impact of this unemployment  Philadelphians a fair chance.”

is especially stark for black and Latino :

; ; . Caption: On March 25, 2019, Staff Attorney
workers. African Americans are 5.9 Claudia De Palma published an op-ed in the
times more likely to be incarcerated than  pyjiaqelphia Inquirer, “Philadelphia Can't
whites, and Hispanics are 3.1 times Afford the Price of Hiring Bias.”
more likely.

“I hope that all employers will treat potential
candidates with criminal records with
fairness, respect and kindness, like they
would any other applicant,” Ms. Gannon
said. “They should refrain from harsh
judgement and bias and see the qualified
person in front of them, not just a mistake
they have already paid for.”
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On January 14th, 2020, after filing an action to quiet title with our
help, Iris Santa finally received legal title to the garden she has
cared for and paid taxes on for over 23 years. Before that, the lot
was legally owned by its previous occupants, who had abandoned

the property in 1990.

To help Ms. Santa, we used the legal
concept of “adverse possession:” under
Pennsylvania law, a person can gain

legal title to private property if they can
demonstrate continuous possession for
more than 21 years and the previous owner
has not tried to control the property during
that time. In Ms. Santa’s case, the previous
owners had not returned to the property

in the thirty years since they abandoned it,
and did not respond to Santa’s suit. That
led the court to enter a default judgement
and award Ms. Santa the deed to the lot.
We are now working with Ms. Santa to
gain legal ownership of other parcels in

her garden, which are owned by the City of
Philadelphia.

Philadelphia contains more than 40,000
vacant lots, hundreds of which are
stewarded by individuals like Ms. Santa.
In many cases, the people with the deeds
to the lots have long since stopped paying
taxes and are essentially unknown to the

community. After moving into her current
residence in 1996, Ms. Santa noted the
abundance of debris that the previous
occupants left in the vacant lot behind
her house. With some of her neighbors,
Ms. Santa cleaned up and improved the
lot for years, including growing a fruit and
vegetable garden.

Community gardens like Ms. Santa’s are
an invaluable resource for low-income
communities, serving as everything

from safe gathering spaces to sources

of nourishment for those who are food-
insecure. Ultimately, Ms. Santa saw a
glaring gap in her community and began
to fill it with a beneficial green space —
after first cleaning up the trash, of course.
“This has been my home since | was very
young, and | don't plan on going anywhere,’
Ms Santa said. “I give back everything |
can give — and that includes sharing this
beautiful space with everyone.”

i

Iris Santa

GROUNDED

‘What are you trying to do?

GROUNDED IN PHILLY: A NEW TOOL FOR
GREEN SPACE IN PHILADELPHIA

On April 11, 2019, we launched Grounded in Philly, a revamped
website to help Philadelphia residents navigate the complex
information they need to know to establish community gardens.
The new site is an updated and improved version of a 2013
website to help Philadelphians interested in putting vacant lands
back in the hands of the community. Philadelphians used that

site to transform over 140 vacant lots with over 300 participating
community leaders and volunteers. Although the initial version of
the site was helpful, it was difficult to navigate without assistance.

Philadelphians can use the new-and-improved GroundedinPhilly.
org to quickly access the information they need for their particular
circumstance, be it starting a garden, securing ownership of

a garden parcel, or joining an existing community garden. The

site also includes an online forum for the community to share
knowledge and ask questions. Updates to this site would not have
been possible without the support of Key Medium.

Attendees at the launch party
for the new Grounded in Philly
site in April 2019

A Community Benefit
Agreement for Wynnefield

Community Benefit Agreements
(CBAs) are contracts between
community-based organizations and
developers that establish developers’
commitment to providing a range of
benefits with their proposed projects.
Meaningful CBAs--with substantive
goals, transparent negotiation, and
measures of accountability--can be
valuable tools for addressing pressing
issues like environmental impacts in
historically disinvested communities of
color.

In April 2018, we began representing
the Wynnefield Residents Association
(WRA) in negotiations with PECO in
connection with the utility’s plan to
construct a new electric substation

in the neighborhood. We worked

with WRA and PECO to negotiate

a CBA and, on November 19,

2019, WRA ratified an agreement
that provides annual grants for
community organizations, job-training
programs for residents, continued
landscaping and maintenance of the
area surrounding the substation, and
a commitment to update residents
on developments at the substation.
This work is supported by the Lea
and Claude Knight Community
Organizing Initiative, which advances
our commitment to using organizing
to address discrimination and other
systemic barriers.

The
Lea & Claude Knight
Community Organizing Initiative
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Of the People,
by the People,
for the People

Until recently, Pennsylvania made it harder to vote by absentee
ballot than almost any other state. With stringent deadlines to
obtain and send back absentee ballots, many who were unable

to reach their polling place on Election Day could not fully
participate in our democracy. Those who sent their absentee ballot
applications on time often received their ballots with little time to
complete and return them to election officials before the deadline.

Until recently, Pennsylvania made it harder
to vote by absentee ballot than almost

any other state. With stringent deadlines
to obtain and send back absentee

ballots, people who could not go to their
polling place on Election Day could not
fully participate in our democracy. Even
voters who mailed in an application for

an absentee ballot on time often received
the ballot too late to complete and return
it before the deadline, the Friday before
Election Day. In the 2018 General Election,
over 4,500 absentee ballots were not
counted in Southeastern Pennsylvania
because they arrived at election offices
after the Friday deadline.

Edward Ream, an emergency medical
technician in Perry County, works 24-hour
shifts. When he received his schedule, he
learned that one of his shifts would fall on
Election Day, November 6, preventing him
from voting at his polling place. After timely
mailing in an application for an absentee
ballot, Mr. Ream received it only two days
before the deadline for him to fill it out and
mail it back to the Perry County Board of
Elections. He was not able to do that, and
so he was unable to cast his vote.

Edward Ream was not alone: many other
Pennsylvanians faced his predicament.

So Mr. Ream and eight others filedsuit in
November 2018, to challenge the deadline:
We were joined as co-counsel with the
ACLU of Pennsylvania, the Lawyers'
Committee for Civil Rights Under the Law,
and pro bono counsel from Simpson,
Thatcher & Barlett LLP.

After we filed the case, in 2019, the
Pennsylvania General Assembly passed,
and Governor Tom Wolf signed, a 21st-
Century voting reform plan addressing
many of the issues faced by Mr. Ream and
other voters. The reform plan modernizes
many aspects of absentee voting, including
by extending the unreasonably early
deadline that led so many voters to be
disenfranchised. The new law also allowed
Pennsylvania voters to vote by mail, whether
or not they had one of a small number of
reasons for not appearing at the polls. With
the safety of in-person voting affected by
COVID-19, having a more robust mail-in
voting system was more important than
ever.

The This work is part of the Jeffrey
Jeffrey Golan &

Frances Vilella-Vélez
Voting Rights Project

Golan & Frances Vilella-Vélez
Voting Justice Project.

Mayor Kenney

introducing Take
Action Philly’s
panel on the 2020

U.S. Census.

TAKING ON PRISON GERRYMANDERING

Prison gerrymandering--counting inmates in their cells as opposed to their
hometowns when voting districts are drawn--shifts political power from
inmates’ home cities to predominantly white, rural areas where prisons are
located. This distorts state legislative districts and effectively reduces the
political power of minority communities. For years, we have advocated for

a change in this process.

In Pennsylvania, prison gerrymandering results in an unwarranted
population boost for some rural districts. For example, more than

8% of “residents” living in Pennsylvania's 123rd House District are
disenfranchised inmates in state or federal prison, the majority of whom
are people of color from outside the district. Over 90% of the voters in
the same district are white, a very large disparity.

Pennsylvania will redraw its district lines in 2021. We have been
advocating for Pennsylvania officials to take specific steps so that, when
the Legislative Reapportionment Committee meets in 2021 to redraw
Pennsylvania’s legislative districts, the Commission will have the data
that it needs to count inmates in their hometowns, keeping political
representation where it belongs. And once the Commission is appointed
and begins its work in Spring 2021, we will be watching to ensure that

this principle is upheld. If necessary, we will be prepared to file litigation.

Supporting an Accurate Count

in the 2020 US Census

The United States Census is crucial to
ensuring that every community receives the
resources it needs, and it plays a major role
in the process of redistricting, which occurs
every ten years based on the population
count from the Census. The 2020 Census
presented several unique challenges. A
failed push by the Trump Administration to
include a citizenship question had sown
distrust in many communities, and the 2020
Census was the first to include an online
form—a change which proved invaluable,
though potentially insufficient, when
COVID-19 hit.

TR o
Take Action Philly’s U.S. Census panel

In 2019, Take Action Philly came together
to help ensure the success of the 2020
Census by hosting a convening engaging
the Philadelphia legal community and
connecting them with ways they could
assist, in partnership with the City of
Philadelphia’s Philly Counts initiative. More
than 40 people attended, and many signed
on to advise community groups on the
laws governing the census, monitor social
media for misinformation, and other tasks.

- We helped found the Take Action Philly

coalition in 2017 along with lawyers from the
City of Philadelphia, the Philadelphia Bar
Association, ACLU-PA, HIAS, Community
Legal Services, and the Mazonni Center as
a space for lawyers to gather and develop
avenues to fight new threats from a new
federal administration.

#TakeActionPhilly
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Since then, Ms. Burrell has worked to stop
gun violence and stem the flow of illegal
handguns onto Philadelphia streets. In
January 2019, she testified in favor of a City
ordinance, on the books since 2008 but
unenforced, requiring gun owners to report
when guns are lost or stolen.

“Imagine how many other mothers came after
me,” Ms. Burrell said. “[This law] might not
have saved my son'’s life. But the issue is that
these illegal guns kill. It's heartbreaking to
know that this ordinance was in place for so
long and not enforced.”

Lost and stolen gun ordinances have been
shown to reduce gun violence in other
municipalities because they deter straw
purchases--when an individual legally buys
guns in order to resell them to individuals
who are not legally allowed to own them.
Often, when a gun used in a crime is traced
back to the initial purchaser, that individual
claims the gun was lost or stolen. An
ordinance that requires reporting lost and
stolen firearms takes that convenient excuse
away from straw purchasers and makes it
more likely that they will face consequences
when guns they sell are used in a crime.

The City of Philadelphia delayed in enforcing
its lost and stolen ordinance because of

a state law which prohibits municipalities,
like Philadelphia, from adopting certain gun

¥ Using the
Law to Advance
Public Health

In 2009, Philadelphian Kim Burrell's 18-year-old son, Darryl Pray,
was shot and killed by a man armed with an illegally obtained gun
following an argument. In retaliation, another man was shot and
killed that same day with another illegally obtained gun.

regulations. But in 2019, the City determined
that the lost and stolen ordinance was not
covered by the state law and began to
enforce it. In response, the first defendant
asked the court block the City from enforcing
the ordinance against him or anyone else.

We wanted to make sure the court saw and
heard the human tragedy as it considered
this legal question. So, in January 2020, we
filed a successful petition to intervene on
behalf of Ms. Burrell; Freda Hall, a Lancaster
mother who lost her son in a shooting
committed using a gun from Philadelphia;
CeaseFirePA; the Philadelphia Anti-Drug/
Anti-Violence Network; and Mothers in
Charge. We are joined by pro bono co-
counsel Ned Rahn and Kevin Levy from Saul
Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP.

“l had a young man tell me that he doesn't
see himself in five years,” Ms. Burrell said
in an interview for our 2020 annual event.
“That broke my heart. It's a reality for many
young African American men. That is why

| get involved, because | don't want to see
another life lost, and because | want African
American men to know that they have
someone in their corner who wants them to
survive. That their life doesn’t end at 25—or
18."

The case continues.

GUN VIOLENCE IN PHILADELPHIA

1 Firearm homicide is the
leading cause of death for
Black men and youth in
Philadelphia between the
ages of 15-34.

Attorneys and clients in the lost
and stolen gun case confer after
a March 5, 2020 oral argument.

Source: 2015 National Vital Statistics System

Shootings are concentrated in low income neighborhoods

Homicide deaths per 100,000
by Census tract income

Lowest
Quartile:

Kim 2nd: 3rd: 1.5
Burrell

Source: Philadelphia Department of Public Health, Medical Examiner’s Office; Census Bureau’s
2014 American Community Survey

In 2019, there
were 1,169 nonfatal
shootings and
303 fatal shootings

Source: Philadelphia Controller’s Office https://controller.phila.gov/philadelphia-audits/
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Clients and attorneys following oral argument.
Left to right: staff attorney Ben Geffen; Rhona
Gerber and Christian Soltysiak of CeaseFirePA;
legal director Mimi McKenzie; and pro bono
co-counsel Ned Rahn and Kevin Levy of Saul
Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP

“Gun violence is not only a public
health crisis, it is a civil rights issue.
The easy availability of black-market
guns helps turn everyday disputes
into murders, and it fuels the violence
that disrupts the lives of thousands of
Philadelphians every single day.”

The
Richard Berkman &

Toni Seidl
Health Care Justice Project

This work is part of the Richard
Berkman & Toni Seidl Health

Care Justice Project. - Staff Attorney Ben Geffen
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The Public Interest Law Center was
established in 1969 as a Philadelphia
affiliate of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil
Rights Under the Law. Since our founding,
we have successfully challenged policies
and practices responsible for perpetuating
racism and poverty. Throughout 2019, we
honored the Law Center's distinguished
history with a series of 50th anniversary
events that highlighted all areas of our work
and innovative ideas for the future.

In April, we hosted a launch party at One
Art Community Center for the new and
improved version of Grounded in Philly,
our one-stop online resource ecosystem
for urban agriculture and open space. We
followed this event in May with a school
funding briefing in Upper Darby and a
presentation on our work representing
tenants in claims against landlords who
failed to provide safe housing. And in
June, we hosted a networking event for
Philadelphia young professionals interested
in learning about our work combating
employment discrimination.

In August, we helped host a Continuing
Legal Education session on legal
approaches to gun safety. In November,
we looked back on our proud history of
upholding and strengthening the right to
vote at a cocktail party hosted by Barbara
Jaffe and Law Center board member
Howard Langer.

To top off a year of celebration, we hosted
400 people at the Cherry Street Pier for
our 50" Anniversary Celebration, In Pursuit
of Justice, honoring all of the Law Center's
past board chairs as well as our long-time
client and partner, the ARC of Pennsylvania.

In Pursuit
of Justice:

A CAMPAIGN FOR
THE PUBLIC INTEREST
LAW CENTER

Our 50th anniversary was a time for looking back, but also for building the
resources to continue for another fifty years. We used the occasion of our
anniversary party to launch a $2 million, two-year campaign, /In Pursuit of Justice:
A Campaign for the Public Interest Law Center. The campaign has the twin goals
of building our bench today so that we have more capacity to tackle poverty and
discrimination, and building our endowment and the financial strength to sustain
the fight for social justice tomorrow.

To learn more, visit pubintlaw.org/in-pursuit-of-justice/

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
COMMITTEE

Lea Knight
Co-Chair

Nicholas Chimicles
Co-Chair

Thomas Chapin
Co-Chair

H. Laddie Montague
Honorary Chair

Tom Chapin

Brian Feeney

Ellen Friedell

Tony Gay

Katherine Hatton
Ellen Meriwether
Jacqueline Robinson
Colby Smith

David Smith

Marc Topaz

Rayman Solomon
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Matt Glazer and Leigh

Ann Buziak at the our 50th
Anniversary Celebration

Board Chair Ellen Friedell at our

50th Anniversary Celebration
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Robin Roberts
Parents United for Public
Education

Jacqueline R. Robinson
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White and Williams LLP
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Michael McDonald

Nicholas Chimicles
Alison Gabe Gushue

Joshua C. Weinberger

Y

Oliver New

Duane Morris LLP
Greg Duffy
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Reath LLP
Nicholas Feltham
Molly Flynn
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Lucas Michelen
Chanda Miller
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Stephen Loney,
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David Newmann
John Sharrar

Holland & Knight LLP
Eric Yoon

Hollingsworth &
Zivitz, P.C.
Sonja Kerr

Kenne
Susan Baker Ma

0'Melveny & Myers LLP ol

Maggie Abernethy and Other:
Stephanie Drotar Seth Kreimer

Brad Elias Brenda Hall-Busch
Eli Grossman James Meyer
Aparna Joshi William Schwarze
Jeffrey Kopczynski

Anne Marchitello

Samantha Miller

Paul Wooten

Lynsey Ramos

From left to right: Staff attorney George
Donnelly, clients Corinne Morris and Charles
Hagood, and pro-bono co-counsel Monica
Clarke Platt of Klehr Harrison.
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the Morgan Lewis Professional Development Initiative

2019 summer
interns on a bus
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Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Joshua Mosberg

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Megan Moyer

Darragh Muldoon and
Jan Deruiter

Moira Mulroney

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Dan and Melissa Muroff
Lauren Murray

Eleanor Myers

Jack and Barbara Nagel
Erica Nantais

Dianne Nast

Network for Good

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Jennifer Nix
Kyle Nocho
Susan Nordlof

Christa Nuss

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Kathy O'Connor
Beth Olanoff
Katherine Orem

Stan Oswald
In honor of Donald
Joseph

Suzannah Overholt
Wendy Paff

Patricia Pancoe and Rev.

Charles Greene

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Diane Payne

Clifford Pearlman and
Lynn Marks

Richard Perelman

Lisa Perrotti

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

James and Kathleen
Pierson

Peter and Caroline Piven
Morgan Plant

Mary Platt

Jacob Polakoff

Rita Polkowski

In memory of The
Honorable Richard A.
Powers

Jennifer Poll

Heather Pollack

Curtis Pontz

Edward and Mary Posner

Bob and Barbara
Thomson Previdi

Lara Putnam and
Douglas Wible

Kenneth and Sandra
Racowski

Karen Raezer

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Joan Rainer
Beth and Jay Rand
Barbara Ransom

Melissa Rasman and
Thomas Hurley

Lisa Rau

Abe and Sherri Reich
In memory of Lawrence
T. Hoyle, Jr.

Adiah and Donald Reid

Curtis Reitz and
Judith Renzulli
Alexandra Rhodes

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Barak Richman
Estelle Richman
Sara Richman

Sarah Ricks and Tom
Dolgenos

Len Rieser and Fernando
Chang-Muy

Carl Roberts

Hugh Roberts

Lynne M. Roberts
Robin Roberts
Christopher Rockwood
Albert Rodstein

Patricia Rose

Jo Rosenberger

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Lewis Rosman and
Karen Guss

Daniel and Faye Ross

Eric and Jill Green
Rothschild

Diane Rubin

Louis S. Rulli
In honor of Dan
Urevick-Ackelsberg

William and Holly Russell

Robert Rutt

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Danny Ryan

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Robert and Teresa Sachs

Daniel Safer and
Rachel Mausner

Anurag Sagar and
David Roos

Michael Salmanson

Linda Samost and
Ira Goldstein

Robert Sanders

Louise Saracina

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Maxine and Stuart Savett

Beth Sayre-Scibona
William Schafer

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Cara Scharf

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Spencer Scharff

In honor of The
Honorable Stewart
Dalzell

Douglas Schleicher and
Aili Lazaar

Becca Schneider

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Peter Schneider and
Susan DedJarnatt

Robert and Didi Scott

Dveera Segal and
Bradley Bridge

Joseph Serritella and
Elizabeth McCaffrey

Michael Shaffer
Carolyn J. Shaner
David Shapiro
Stephen Shapiro

Stephen and Sandy
Sheller

Lani Shelton
Reginald Shuford
Robert Silver
Steven Simminger
Barry Simon
Stuart Singer
Colby and Shannon Smith
Erin Smith
Rowland Smith
Paulina Sockolow
Paul Socolar
Rebecca Solarz

Rayman Solomon and
Carol Avins

Henry and Beth Sommer
Damaris South
Jeremy Spiegel

Jack Stagliano

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Victoria Steiger and
Laurie Olin

Valerie Stern

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Nicholas Stevens

Seymour and Janet
Stotland

Stephen Strahs
Joseph Sulpizio
Cassandra Summers
Shawn Summers

Sungard Availability
Services Legal
Department

In memory of The
Honorable Richard A.
Powers

Robert Swanborg

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Joseph Swist
Julia Tackett
Kayla Talamantez
Meghan Talbot

Kelly Tannen

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Lauren Tantalo

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Sheri Tarrab

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Anne Taylor

Michael Temin and
Anne Hearn

In honor of Donald
Joseph

Patrice Temple-West
In memory of Patrick FE.
Temple-West

Aaron and Priscilla
Tennant

Margaret Teoh
David Thompson
Virginia Thompson
Yenche Tioanda
Carolyn Toll
Joseph Traub

Rebecca Trela
Silvio Trentalange
Nancy Trexler
Karla Trotman
Kelly Tucker

Judy Turetsky
Michael Tzorfas
Betsey Useem
Sheilah Vance, Esq
Catherine Vasudevan
Liz Vaysman

Mindy and Miles
Wagman

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Zachary Wagman

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Beth and Rick Walker
In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Claiborne Walthall

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Thomas Wamser

Lilita Lassen Ward

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Bob Warner and
Jean Hemphill

Richard Weening

Cara Weiman
In honor of Donald
Joseph

Debra Weiner
Marsha Weinraub

Frank and Barbara Welsh

In honor of Bessie
Dewar’s and Alex
Welsh’s 9" wedding
anniversary

F. John White
John White, Jr.

Randal and Leanna
Whitman

Judy Wicks
Mark Widoff
Thomas M. Willis

Carolyn Wilson

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Emily Wilson

James and Eve-Ann
Wilson
David and llene Winikur

Michael C. Witsch
Erik Wobus
Melissa Wojtylak
Wendy C. Wolf
Peter Woods

Charles Wright and
Camille Trabanco

Shelly Yanoff and
Gerald Kaufman

Chris Yaracs
Katie Yost
Gloria Yu

Charles Zang

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Lauren Zeitlin

John Zurawski
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INSTITUTIONAL
DONORS

$100,000+
Oak Foundation

William Penn Foundation

$45,000-$99,999
Merck Family Fund

Pennsylvania IOLTA
Board

Pennsylvania IOLTA
Board Bank of America
Sub-grant

Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation

President’s Grant Fund
of the Princeton Area
Community Foundation

The Patricia Kind Family
Foundation

$30,000-$44,999
Claneil Foundation

Independence
Foundation

Kessler Topaz Meltzer &
Check, LLP

Leo and Peggy Pierce
Family Foundation

$20,000-$29,999
Pepper Hamilton LLP

The Mayer-Rothschild
Foundation

The McLean
Contributionship

The Philadelphia
Foundation, from the
William J. McCahan

3rd Fund in Memory of
Thomas C. McCahan and
Florence M. McCahan

United Way of Greater
Philadelphia and
Southern New Jersey

$10,000-$19,999

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer
& Feld, LLP

Berger Montague PC
Cozen 0'Connor
Dechert LLP

Ellen and Steven Friedell/
Reaching Agreement

Faegre Drinker
Biddle & Reath LLP

Kohn Swift & Graf, P.C.

Langer, Grogan &
Diver P.C.

Morgan, Lewis &
Bockius LLP

The Bennett Family
Foundation

The Charlesmead
Foundation, Inc.

The Cotswold Foundation
White and Williams LLP

$5,000-$9,999
Blank Rome LLP

Buchanan Ingersoll &
Rooney PC

Chimicles Schwartz

Kriner & Donaldson-
Smith LLP

Christian R. and Mary F.
Lindback Foundation

Comcast NBCUniversal

Davis Polk &
Wardwell LLP

DISCO
DLA Piper

Dolfinger-McMahon
Foundation

EisnerAmper LLP

Exelon Business
Services Company

Hangley Aronchick Segal
Pudlin & Schiller
Highmark Inc.

Johnson & Johnson

KML Law Group, P.C.
Philadelphia Bar
Foundation

Reed Smith LLP

Rust Consulting and
Kinsella Media

Tactix Real Estate
Advisors, LLC

The Allen Hilles Fund
Youman & Caputo, LLC

$2,500-$4,999
Arnold & Porter
Chubb

CNA Insurance
Companies, Inc.

Console Mattiacci
Law, LLC

Duane Morris LLP

Eckert Seamans Cherin &
Mellott, LLC

Fine, Kaplan &
Black, R.P.C.

Fox Rothschild LLP
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Henrietta Tower Wurts
Memorial

Hogan Lovells
Huntington National Bank
Marshall Dennehey

Warner Coleman &
Goggin, P.C.

McAndrews, Mehalick,
Connolly, Hulse, Ryan,
and Marone, P.C.

Raynes Lawn Hehmeyer
Schnader Harrison Segal
& Lewis LLP

The Hassel Foundation

Timoney Knox, LLP:
Students’ Rights

$1,000-$2,499
Barrack, Rodos & Bacine

Batchis Nestle &
Reimann LLC

Berney & Sang

Boni, Zack & Snyder LLC
Feldman Shepherd
Wohlgelernter Tanner
Weinstock Dodig LLP

Fineman Krekstein &
Harris P.C.

Levin Sedran & Berman
Martin Law
PNC Bank

Samuel Tabas Family
Foundation

Saul Ewing Arnstein &
Lehr LLP

Schultz & Williams
Security Risk Advisors
Steve Harvey Law LLC

Stradley Ronon Stevens
& Young, LLP

Thalheimer &
Palumbo, P.C.

$1-$999
Abelson Legal Search

Academy of Nutrition
and Dietetics

Alexander Host
Foundation Inc.

Amazon.com, Inc.
(AmazonSmile)

AstraZeneca

Augustana Lutheran
Church

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Berner Klaw &
Watson LLP

Cohen Milstein Sellers &
Toll PLLC

Cuddy Law Firm, PL.L.C.

Eastwick Friends &
Neighbors Coalition
Friedman LLP

Fulcrum Research Group
Garfield Group, Inc.
GSK

Health Village Imaging
In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Inner League Enterprises
In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Insperity

Juvenile Law Center
Kendra Scott LLC

Lamb McErlane PC
McCarter & English, LLP
Merck & Co., Inc.

National Council of
Jewish Women

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind,
Wharton & Garrison LLP
In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Philadelphia
Environmental Film
Festival

Philadelphia Performing
Arts Charter School

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

PMHCC, Inc.

Sidkoff, Pincus &
Green P.C.

St. John's Evangelical
Lutheran Church

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

St. Mark Evangelical
Lutheran Church

In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

Stedmark Partners at
Janney Montgomery
Scott

Support Center for Child
Advocates

Swarthmore College
The Mercadien Group

The TJX Companies, Inc.
In memory of Barbara
Christine Macholz
Grimaldi

U.S. Bank
Veritext Legal Solutions
Watchdog USA, LLC

Wealth Enhancement
Group

Donors of In-Kind
Goods and Services

Audio Gods

Magna Legal Services
Philly Foodworks
Reliable

Ricoh USA

Trader Joe's

Winc

This list recognizes
donors who gave to the
Law Center for the 2019
calendar year. Every
effort was made to
ensure accuracy. Contact
Michael Berton with
questions or concerns at
267-546-1303.

FINANCIALS

January 1, 2019—December 31, 2019

SUMMARY OF REVENUE & EXPENSES*

REVENUE

Grants & Contributions $624,531
Legal Community & Other Support $1,785,015
Fee Awards $170,091
Contracts & Honorarium $127444
In-Kind Legal Services $1,035,595
Investment Income $201,370
Total Revenue $3,944,046
EXPENSES

Program Services $2,380,589
General & Administrative $209,223 B
Fundraising $229,567 [ |
Total Expenses $2,819,379
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Current Assets $1,747018
Other Assets $2,411,279
Property & equipment (net of depreciation) $45,152
Total Assets $4,158,297
Current Liabilities $273,423
Prior Year Net Assets $2,760,207
Current Year Change $1,124,667
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $4,158,297
Unrestricted Net Assets $2,949915

*Audited financial reports are available on our
website at pubintlaw.org/corporate-documents
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Tom Gilhool and Michael Churchill

Tom Gilhool at a symposium and
celebration marking his retirement
from the Law Center.

J

Tom Gillhool visiting a classroom.

REMEMBERING

Thomas K. Gilhool

1938-2020

On August 22, 2020, Thomas K.
Gilhool, an inspiration and dear
friend throughout our history, died

at the age of 81. Tom used the law
throughout his life to give voice to all
those who are underrepresented and
ignored in public policy, and he was
a leading champion of the rights of
people with disabilities nationwide.
His contributions and his example are
extraordinary, and we will miss him
deeply.

Those who knew Tom recall

his creativity, passionate spirit,
perseverance, driving energy, and
leadership. He was a force of nature.
When he found a path forward for
advancing justice, he inspired others
to follow and gave them the tools and
knowledge to do so. He understood
that the law did not exist in a silo, but
advanced rights in concert with social
movements of people demanding
recognition and dignity.

As a young attorney, Tom was

part of the first generation of legal
service lawyers, helping support

the founding of Community Legal
Services. He was active in supporting
social movements, helping found

the Northern Students Movement

as a student at Yale Law School,
joining litigation to desegregate
Girard College, and representing the
Welfare Rights Organizations in the
city during the war on poverty.

Tom worked with the Law Center
from its beginnings and became

our Chief Counsel in 1975. Along
with Michael Churchill, he led the
organization until 2006, and remained
as a valued advisor until his retirement
in 2008. He took time away in 1986
to serve as Pennsylvania Secretary of
Education for Governor Robert Casey
for three years and to spend a year
as a schoolteacher at Philadelphia’s
Roberts Vaux Middle School.

Tom
" Gilhool
at work.

“Tom was a gift, and by his
person and influence shared
his gifts with so many in a way
that improved all of our lives.”

- DENNIS B. DOWNEY, PROFESSOR OF
HISTORY, MILLERSVILLE UNIVERSITY

When Tom began his work alongside
the disability rights movement

in the early 1970s, children with
developmental disabilities were
legally and routinely turned away
from public schools. Instead,
thousands of people with disabilities
were warehoused in segregated
institutions, where they were
frequently denied educational
services and subject to abuse and
neglect. In his concurring opinion
Cleburne v. Cleburne Living Ctr,
Supreme Court Justice Thurgood
Marshall described this system,
rooted in a history of eugenics

and prejudice, as “a regime of
state-mandated segregation and
degradation...that, in its virulence
and bigotry, rivaled, and indeed
paralleled, the worst excesses of Jim
Crow!

“There is no greater happiness than
participating in struggles to rearrange things.”

- TOM GILHOOL

As Fred Pelka wrote in his
authoritative history of the disability
rights movement, Tom was the
attorney most responsible for
changing this system and supporting
the rise of services integrated

in the community. In 1972, Tom
successfully litigated PARC v.
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
which established that Pennsylvania
was responsible for providing a

free public education to all children,
regardless of disability. It was the
first case of its kind, and it helped
spark a nationwide movement of
similar cases across the country.
Congress responded in 1975 by
passing the law now known as the
Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA), establishing a nationwide
right for students with disabilities

to receive a free appropriate public
education.

Tom next represented the disability
rights and advocacy organization
PARC, now known as the Arc of
Pennsylvania, in a class-action
complaint, Halderman v. Pennhurst,
filed by residents challenging the
horrendous conditions at Pennhurst
State School and Hospital. At
Pennhurst, developmentally disabled
residents were often needlessly
restrained, denied educational
services, and abused by staff. In
1977, U.S. District Court Judge
Raymond Broderick ruled that

the segregation of Pennhurst
residents and the conditions that
they experienced violated their
constitutional rights, issuing an order
requiring the state provide residents
with homes in the community that
provided appropriate services

Pennhurst was a watershed moment
in the movement for community-
based services. Tom went on to

file and support class action cases
supporting community-based
services in states across the country
over a period of more than 30 years.

In 1990, Tom led a coalition of legal
services organizations to enforce a
new provision of the Social Security
Act, which required states to

provide comprehensive healthcare

to children enrolled in Medicaid. The
ensuing litigation led to the additional
enrollment of 300,000 children in
Pennsylvania and sparked similar
cases in several other states.

In 2008, Tom received a Senior
Fulbright Fellowship in Japan, where
he brought together advocates for
disability rights from both countries.
This work led him to contribute

the drafting of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities, which was adopted
in 2006 and has been ratified by 181
nations.

Tom’s papers and records are
preserved in the Temple University
Urban Archives for those who wish to
learn from his remarkable work.

“No single lawyer did more
than Tom to open the way for
my son who had a disability,

or to set an example for other
advocates. I was in awe of him.”
- RUD TURNBULL, FORMER PRESIDENT
OF AMERICAN ASSOCIATION ON

INTELLECTUAL & DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES

“We may wrongly take for granted the right to education and the right to live in the
community. Those rights did not exist until they were fought for and won. Many people were
part of this grand social movement. However, Tom Gilhool and his PILCOP partners were the
ones who understood how to realize legal rights and enforce laws to protect and help people.”

- BOB NELKIN, ADVOCATE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
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