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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

ALLEN WOODS, et al., : 

: CLASS ACTION 

: 

Plaintiffs, : Case No. 2:17-cv-4443 

: 

v. : 

: 

SEAN MARLER, : 

: 

: 

Defendant. : 

DECLARATION OF FELICIA SARNER 

I, Felicia Sarner, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am an Assistant Federal Public Defender in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. I have

been employed in this capacity since 1989.

2. As an Assistant Federal Public Defender, I regularly meet with my incarcerated clients at

the Federal Detention Center of Philadelphia (“FDC”). From the time the facility opened

in 2000, I have visited the FDC at least once a week, if not more.

3. While meeting with clients, attorneys at the FDC have clear and unobstructed views of

the entire visitation room where inmates meet with non-legal visitors including their

families and children.

4. Since the FDC Policy took effect in the summer of 2016, I have noticed a significant

decrease in the number of children in the FDC visitation room during my meetings with

clients.
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5. I have heard from many pre-trial inmates that they are unable to visit with their minor

children because these inmates do not have adult immediate family members who are

available and suitable to bring their minor children to the FDC.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on this 5th day of March, 2018. 

By: 

/s/ Felicia Sarner________________________ 

Felicia Sarner 

00060



00061



00062



- 1 -

DECLARATION OF BENJAMIN GEFFEN 

I, Benjamin Geffen, hereby declare the following: 

1. I have been a staff attorney at the Public Interest Law Center since 2010.

2. I, along with co-counsel from Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP and the Pennsylvania

Institutional Law Project, represent the Plaintiffs in the matter of Woods v. Marler, 17-cv-

4443.

3. I am a graduate of Princeton University and the New York University School of Law. In

law school I served as Editor-in-Chief of the NYU Annual Survey of American Law.

Following law school, I served as a judicial clerk for two years for the Honorable Robert

M. Levy of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of New York.

4. I have twice served as class counsel in a Rule 23(b)(2) class action. In Florida Pediatric

Society v. Dudek, No. 05-cv-23037, 2014 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 179434 (S.D. Fla. Dec. 29,

2014), I was part of a team that represented a class of over 1.5 million Medicaid-eligible

children. Id. at *33; see also Frances Robles, Florida Agrees to Improve Poor Children’s

Access to Health Care, Settling Suit, N.Y. Times, Apr. 6, 2016, at A17 (“Florida health

officials, in a settlement announced Tuesday, agreed to improve access to health care for

poor children, ending a long-running class-action lawsuit that had accused the state of

shortchanging doctors and leaving low-income families to trek long distances to visit

specialists.”). In Rivera v. Lebanon School District, No. 11-cv-147, 2013 U.S. Dist.

LEXIS 117981 (M.D. Pa. Aug. 20, 2013), I represented a class of parents who had paid

truancy fines in excess of the amount allowable by statute, resulting in a settlement that

included reimbursement of over $100,000 in overpaid fines, id. at *9-10.
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5. I have successfully represented plaintiffs in numerous other high-impact civil rights

lawsuits. See, e.g., League of Women Voters of Pa. v. Commonwealth, No. 159 MM

2017, 2018 Pa. LEXIS 927 (Pa. Feb. 19, 2018) (ordering new congressional map to

replace unconstitutional partisan gerrymander); Applewhite v. Commonwealth, No. 330

M.D. 2012, 2014 Pa. Commw. Unpub. LEXIS 756 (Pa. Commw. Ct. Jan. 17, 2014)

(permanently enjoining enforcement of Pennsylvania’s photo ID requirement for voting). 

6. I am supervised at the Law Center by Mary M. McKenzie, who is an active participant in

the litigation team for this case.

7. Ms. McKenzie has been the Law Center’s Legal Director since January 2017. She

graduated cum laude from University of Pennsylvania Law School in 1986, where she

was a member of the Order of the Coif. Ms. McKenzie holds a B.S. in Finance, magna

cum laude, from the University of Delaware. She is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania,

and to the bars of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania

and the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.

8. Ms. McKenzie is an experienced litigator. She began her legal career as an associate at

Dechert LLP where for seven years she practiced civil litigation in a variety of areas

including securities, commercial, First Amendment, and employment law. Ms. McKenzie

also served as in-house Labor and Employment Counsel for Verizon for seven years,

where she represented companies in federal and state court and arbitrated numerous

cases. In these positions, Ms. McKenzie participated in defending securities class action

lawsuits and employment related class action lawsuits. Immediately preceding her

position at the Law Center, Ms. McKenzie was an Adjunct Lecturer in Legal Practice

00064



00065



,~ 

DECLARATION OF JIM DA VY 

I, Jim Davy, hereby declare the following: 

1. I am a Staff Attorney at the Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project (PILP). 

2. I, along with Ben Geffen of the Public Interest Law Center and Mira Baylson of Drinker 

Biddle & Reath LLP, represent the Plaintiffs in the matter of Woods v. Marler, 17-cv-

4443. 

3. I graduated cum laude from Georgetown University Law Center in 2015, where I was a 

Public Interest Law Scholar. After law school, I worked in the office of the general 

counsel at the National Education Association, and clerked for the Honorable L. Felipe 

Restrepo of the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. 

4. I was admitted to the Pennsylvania Bar in 2016, and was admitted to practice before the 

Eastern and Middle Districts of Pennsylvania earlier this year. 

5. At PILP, I represent individuals in damages claims, as well as classes of inmates in suits 

against another federal prison regarding policies governing mental health treatment and 

use of restraints. PILP has used class actions to improve conditions in prisons and jails 

for decades, and my colleagues' experience informs my own practice. 

6. I have previously worked with prisoners or their families through clinical experience in 

law school, an internship at the Southern Poverty Law Center, and volunteering to assist 

in mitigation for current inmates seeking resentencing under Miller and Montgomery 

through the Youth Sentencing & Reentry Project. 
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Jim Davy 

Executed on March 3, 2018 
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