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A message from the Law Center’s leadership

This year, we pause to celebrate some of the most important social 
justice advances in American history. It has been fifty years since 
the passage of the first great piece of civil rights legislation, the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. Fifty years ago, organizers traveled south to 
register voters as part of Mississippi Freedom Summer. Sixty years 
ago the Supreme Court decided Brown v. Board of Education, banning 
official segregation in public schools. The anniversaries of the 
Freedom March from Selma to Montgomery and the other great civil 
rights laws—housing, voting—are right around the corner.

At the same time we celebrate these historic achievements and 
honor the men and women whose persistence and courage brought 
them to fruition, we must renew the intensity of our focus on the 
civil rights that we have not yet achieved: a quality public education 
for all children, the unencumbered right to vote, and the freedom 
from want all of us need to live our lives. These are the civil rights 
issues of our time.

In 2013, with the support of our dedicated Board of Directors, 
pro bono lawyers, and volunteers, we made powerful strides 
toward remedying these modern injustices. We began to lay the 
groundwork for litigation against Pennsylvania’s elected officials 
to address their unconstitutional failure to provide a quality public 
education for all students. We continued our successful legal battle 
against Pennsylvania’s voter identification law that threatened to 
disenfranchise hundreds of thousands of people. And we toppled 
barriers that kept people from accessing education, vacant land and 
local food, and employment.

We cannot sit still. As the torrent of time streams on, new and 
equally insidious barriers keep our fellow citizens in need and 
prevent them from achieving true equality. Please help us keep the 
spirit of the civil rights movement alive by supporting those who 
continue to be left behind. 

Jennifer R. Clarke 
Executive Director

Eric Rothschild 
Chair, Board of Directors

2013 BY THE NUMBERS

Education 
Securing a high-quality public  
education for all.

826: Number of administrative 
complaints we helped 

parents from 92 schools file with the 
state documenting the horrifying 
shortage of nurses, guidance counselors 
and education services in Philadelphia 
schools. See more on page 4.

Voting Rights
Enhancing the integrity of elections and 
protecting each citizen’s right to vote.

511,000: Number of  
voters who  

would be disenfranchised by 
Pennsylvania’s photo ID law according 
to Plaintiff’s expert witness, Dr. Bernard 
Siskin. See more on page 6.

Neighborhood  
Health and Justice 
Ensuring access to healthy and safe 
environments and an equitable voice  
in neighborhood planning.

7,700+: Number of  
unique visitors  

to www.groundedinphilly.org in the  
first seven months since the June 2013  
launch of the vacant land mapping and 
organizing tool. See more on page 8.

OUR MISSION

The Public Interest Law Center of Philadelphia uses high-impact legal strategies to improve  
the well-being and life prospects of our region’s most vulnerable populations by assuring that  

they have access to the resources and services that all of us need to lead our lives.  

We focus on securing access to six such resources — all deeply intertwined — that  
are essential to escaping a cycle of poverty and realizing the promise of equality:

A High-Quality Public Education  |  Health Care  |  Employment 
Housing  |  Healthy Neighborhoods  |  The Right to Vote

Employment
Addressing the pernicious use of 
background checks to disqualify  
people from employment.

$30,000: Multi-year grant 
received from 

the Patricia Kind Family Foundation to 
start the Fair Employment Opportunities 
Project, which will support the rights of 
the approximately 20% of the Philadelphia 
population that has a criminal history. 
See more on page 7.

Health Care
Eliminating systemic barriers that 
keep low-income individuals from 
accessing medical care.

500,000: Number of 
low-income, 

non-disabled adults who would be 
covered if Pennsylvania expanded 
Medicaid under the Affordable Care 
Act. See more on page 10.

Housing
Helping people live in integrated 
community settings with the services 
they need.

$70,000: Amount we 
secured 

in damages for our client with 
development disabilities after he was 
tricked into selling his childhood home 
for just $25. See more on page 11.
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  EDUCATION
Ensuring a high-quality public education for all students is a  
civil rights issue of our time. Sixty years after Brown v. Board of 
Education, Pennsylvania’s children are segregated anew, with  
the quality of the curriculum and services they receive dependent 
upon their zip code because of the state’s failure to equitably and 
adequately fund districts.

School Complaints Process
At the start of the 2013-2014 school year, the Law Center was 
approached by parents, religious groups, and elected officials 
looking for a solution to a massive school funding shortage that 
all but eliminated counselors, nurses, and other related services 
from Philadelphia’s schools. We jumped into action, analyzed state 
regulations, and developed a process by which parents and educators 
could file administrative complaints with the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education. The process channeled the frustration and energy of 
more than 800 parents and educators, providing them a means to 
organize and to document how funding shortages affect students. 
We expanded access to this service then by partnering with Parents 
United for Public Education, the Media Mobilizing Project, and City 
Council members to create the MyPhillySchools.com online complaints 
portal.

Snapshot of Underfunding

A seven-year-old student at C.W. Henry School has asthma and uses an inhaler after he receives routine evaluations 
from a medical professional. Since he is only seven, he cannot yet evaluate himself and determine how often he 
should be using his inhaler. Because of severe funding shortages, no nurse is regularly available at his school to 
evaluate him and as his mother points out, “asthma attacks cannot be scheduled to occur when a nurse is on site.”

Statewide Systemic Litigation
The Law Center is now moving  
beyond the complaints process  
to address the lack of equitable  
funding at a systemic level by 
partnering with the Education Law 
Center and a private national firm  
to file a law suit seeking relief for  
the state’s failure to uphold its 
constitutional mandate to provide  
a “thorough and efficient system  
of public education.”

Helen Gym and Sabra Townsend  
of Parents United for Public Education  
speaking about the school complaints 
process at the 2014 Social Justice Gala.   

Photo Credit: Jonathan Yu Photography

Michael Churchill speaking at a Pennsylvania School Funding Campaign  
press conference in Harrisburg, PA in 2013.

Education of Students with Disabilities
In Philadelphia, an estimated 20% of students have disabilities. 2013  
was a banner year for the Law Center in securing appropriate services  
for a number of these students.

> Through our innovative partnership with Dechert LLP, McCarter English LLP  
and other law firms known as The Philadelphia Project, we halted the  
School District of Philadelphia’s policy of shuffling students with autism 
between schools because of their disability and without parental consent or 
input. The families of more than 1,600 students with autism in the district  
will now have an opportunity to participate in the decision and the needs  
of each child will be considered. 

> We secured more than 39,000 hours of compensatory education for  
students with special needs in the Chester Upland School District  
following our 2012 litigation to keep that district open when the state  
failed to provide enough funding.

> We trained more than 300 pro bono attorneys, parents, advocates and 
educators through our Know Your Child’s Rights training program. 

> We represented 12 students with special needs in individual cases,  
including RJ:

Plaintiffs in the  
autism shuffle case.

RJ and his mother.

A big THANK YOU to you and your team for all of your 
efforts. Unbeknownst to you, your support helped put 
me in a mindset where I am better able to help my 
children beyond their educational placement and I am 
forever grateful for that.  — RJ’s mother

For years RJ, a 10-year-old boy whose learning is impacted by cerebral  
palsy and has difficulty communicating, was segregated from his peers in  
a special education classroom and provided no opportunities to build his  
social skills. He was literally sitting in an isolated classroom, not learning  
anything, when he and his parents came to the Law Center seeking help.  
Law Center attorneys, together with pro bono counsel from Dechert LLP, represented RJ and his  
parents through the due process hearing and an appeal, and successfully settled the case to provide  
RJ an appropriate educational placement that finally gives him a chance to learn. 
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 VOTING RIGHTS
In 1964, civil rights activists gathered in Mississippi 
to register black voters and conduct education 
campaigns to counteract years of suppression and 
intimidation. Fifty years later, we work to fend off  
new threats to every eligible citizen’s right to vote.

Pennsylvania’s Photo Identification Law
Marian Baker is a former Republican committeewoman in  
her early seventies who believes, “…if you want a say in your  
government, you should be voting. You should let them know  
what you want and how you feel about things.” 

She votes just three blocks from her house. But in May of 2013 she 
did not cast a ballot in an election for the first time in her life. A poll 
worker had told her the previous fall (incorrectly as it turned out) that 
she would not be able to vote in future elections unless she obtained 
one of the narrowly defined types of identification required by the new 
photo ID law. Ms. Baker cannot drive and has no relatives who can take 
off work to drive her to one of the very few Driver’s License Centers in 
Pennsylvania where she could get an I.D. So Ms. Baker lost what she so 
treasured: her voice in the political process. 

On behalf of voters like Ms. Baker, the Law Center continues to lead 
the charge against Pennsylvania’s photo ID law, with partners Arnold & 
Porter LLP, the ACLU of Pennsylvania, and Advancement Project. During a 
three-week trial in 2013, we presented evidence to support our application 
for a permanent injunction, using analyses from all corners, including 
Commonwealth officials, showing that hundreds of thousands of voters 
would face disenfranchisement.

In early 2014, the 
court held the law 
unconstitutional, citing 
the state’s inability to 
implement the law as 
written, and protecting 
the rights of voters 
across the state.

Kudos and congratulations to you. But 
moreover my gratitude to you for fighting 
for me and all the others hurt by the 
photo ID law. You people are keeping our 
democracy alive. 
— Tia Sutter, trial witness

Voter ID Co-Counsel Team (L-R):  
Michael Rubin, Arnold & Porter LLP 
Marian Schneider, Advancement Project 
Jennifer Clarke, Law Center  
Witold “Vic” Walczak, ACLU of Pennsylvania

Law Center staff attended the Day of Action for PA Voters at the state 
capitol to encourage legislators to modernize election regulations.

 EMPLOYMENT
A new form of segregation threatens the region’s work force. In Pennsylvania, minorities, particularly 
men, are frequently turned away from jobs due to employers’ increasing use of criminal background 
checks. This trend, combined with a disproportionate rate of arrest and prosecution of minority men, 
leads to a nearly insurmountable barrier for large numbers of people in obtaining the employment 
they need to lead stable lives.

Thank you for a job well done on behalf of 
all of us, and our democracy. 
— Irv Ackelsberg, Esq.,  
  Langer, Grogan & Diver P.C.

Keep up the great work. We need you. 
— Stephen G. Harvey,  
  Steve Harvey Law LLC

Fair Employment Opportunities Project
In 2013 the Law Center launched the Fair Employment 
Opportunities Project to respond to this crisis by working 
with local companies to implement and showcase best 
practices for hiring, collaborating with non-profits, and 
pro bono attorneys to represent prospective employees, 
and educating the public to increase knowledge of this 
issue. Our first case in this project was successfully 
completed in 2014.

The Fair Employment Opportunities Project is a partnership 
effort with the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law and Philadelphia Lawyers for Social Equality.Stephanie Settles is the Law Center’s first client of 

the Fair Employment Opportunities Project 

Board member Monique Myatt-Galloway 
leads the live auction at the 2013 Gala. 

Board Chair Eric Rothschild 
celebrates at the 2013 Gala.

Thomas B. Schmidt, 111  
was honored at the Gala.

2013 Social Justice Gala
Each year the Law Center presents the  

Thaddeus Sevens Award to individuals or 
organizations whose actions best illustrate the 

Law Center’s mission. This year we honored 
Thomas B. Schmidt, III of Pepper Hamilton LLP 
for his work to reverse unlawful and excessive 
truancy fines for parents in Lebanon, PA.  We 

also honored lawyers at DLA Piper US LLP for their 
committed and creative representation of students 

in the Lower Merion School District who alleged 
they were misidentified and misplaced in special 

education because of their race.
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 NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH AND JUSTICE
For decades, residents have been stewarding vacant land across the city of Philadelphia by planting 
gardens and building neighborhood projects that turn unsightly, trash-strewn lots into community 
spaces. Through the Garden Justice Legal Initiative, the Law Center dynamically facilitates city-wide 
advocacy efforts, builds new tools for residents, and provides legal representation to current and 
emerging community projects.

Democratizing Data through  
Grounded in Philly
If you walk by a vacant parcel in your neighborhood  
and want to know more about it, you may have to 
navigate the bureaucratic mazes of several different  
city agencies before you fully understand ownership  
and lien information, as well as any of the valuable  
data that might allow you to consider putting that land 
to good use. Now, through www.groundedinphilly.org,  
a collaboration between the Law Center and New York 
City’s 596 Acres, you can access data on the more  
than 40,000 parcels of vacant land in Philadelphia,  
find suggested pathways for securing long-term  
access to that land, and connect with your neighbors  
to build a community project and revitalize the health  
of your block. 

       Twitter @Grounded215

Supporting Gardens through  
Direct Representation
In 2012 we learned the Pulaski Zeralda Garden in northwest 
Philadelphia was actively being offered for sale by the city. The 
gardeners who had been stewarding the land for years had no 
idea until we alerted them. In 2013 the Law Center connected the 
gardeners to the Neighborhood Gardens Trust, which has agreed 
to preserve the garden for years to come.

Advocating for Enhanced  
City Policies: Philadelphia’s  
New Land Bank Law
Law Center attorney Amy Laura Cahn, as 
a member of diverse city-wide coalitions, 
played a major role in securing passage of 
Philadelphia’s monumental land bank law in 
December of 2013. Philadelphia is now the 
largest city in the United States to turn to a 
land bank model to streamline the process 
for holding and distributing vacant land. The 
law mandates public involvement in strategic 
planning and policy making and provides a 
rare opportunity to shift major city policies 
to favor urban agriculture and neighborhood-
based development. 

Building a City-wide Constituency through 
Healthy Foods Green Spaces
In 2013 we formally launched the Healthy Foods Green 
Spaces coalition: a network of gardeners, market farmers, 
nonprofit organizations, community leaders, and allies 
that builds a collective, constituent-led voice to advocate 
for policies that foster community-based agriculture and 
encourage the growth of land-based projects. 

       Like on Facebook: Healthy Foods Green Spaces

www.groundedinphilly.org

Neighbors from across the city gather at the June launch event for the 
Healthy Foods Green Spaces coalition

Pulaski-Zeralda Garden (top image)

Neighborhood Centers’ Teens 4 Good Farm

Photo credits, Atiya Walker-Dykes & Dee Dee Risher

Law Center attorney Amy Laura Cahn testifies before  
City Council to urge passage of the land bank law.  

Photo Credit: Garret O’Dwyer PACDC

Our garden is more than 25 years old and the only spot 
of green on our block of row houses. When we learned 
that it was up for possible sale, we were anxious and did 
not know what to do. Amy Laura Cahn and the Garden 
Justice Legal Initiative helped us unravel the maze of city 
threads and talked us through options which will lead 
toward keeping this valuable neighborhood resource vital 
and strong for decades to come. All of us who live in older, 
industrialized sections of the city know that gardens, 
living plants, and fresh, organic produce shared with our 
neighborhood pantries are invaluable neighborhood assets. 
Thank you for doing the work to keep such miracles alive.  
— Dee Dee Risher and the gardeners  
  of the Pulaski-Zeralda garden
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Expansion of PA Medicaid
In the fall of 2013 Governor Corbett released his “Healthy PA” proposal which would fail to fully expand Medicaid, 
create barriers to enrollment, and deeply limit services for people currently on Medicaid. We sent a letter to the 
Department of Public Welfare denouncing the proposal, have joined the Cover the Commonwealth advocacy campaign, 
provided testimony at a public hearing and are carrying this battle through 2014 by organizing public comments and 
building partnerships to advocate for full Medicaid expansion. 

Building Capacity
We expanded our  
network by electing  
eight new directors  
to our governing  
board in 2013.

New Board Members (T-B, L-R):  
Thomas Chapin, Zachary Davis, Alexandra Edsall, 

Michael Hynes, Lea Knight, Ellen Meriwether,  
Richard Pasquier, and Alan Sandals

 HEALTHCARE
The Affordable Care Act was designed to require states to provide health care to all adults with incomes of 
138% or less of the federal poverty level through the federal Medicaid program. Unfortunately, the United 
States Supreme Court left it to each state to decide whether to cover these adults. In Pennsylvania, more  
than 500,000 non-disabled, low-income adults would have access to health insurance if the state decided  
to expand Medicaid, but the state has thus far not done so. Through advocacy and policy support we are 
working to ensure these adults have access to much-needed health care. 

 HOUSING
The Law Center’s legacy protecting the civil rights of individuals with disabilities lives on today. 

Protecting Community Residences
We were approached by a gentleman seeking help for his friend, MW, an 
individual with developmental disabilities. MW was living in his childhood 
home after his parents died. A stranger approached MW and asked 
if he would be interested in selling the house, claiming to have 
been friends with MW’s parents and promising to “take care of” 
MW after the sale. When MW agreed to sell and signed over the 
papers, the man gave MW just $25, renovated the home and 
sold it for $160,000, none of which went to MW. 

In April we took this case to court and proved the neighbor 
had been unjustly enriched. The court ordered the defendant 
to pay $70,000 to MW.
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Board of Directors
Eric Rothschild, Chair 

Pepper Hamilton LLP
Brian T. Feeney, Vice Chair 

Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Ellen S. Friedell, Treasurer 

Reaching Agreement ADR LLC
Rachel Gallegos, Secretary  

Philadelphia Court of  
Common Pleas

Danielle Banks 
Stradley Ronon Stevens  
& Young, LLP

Thomas M. Chapin, CFA 
Mill Creek Capital Advisors, LLC

Nicholas E. Chimicles  
Chimicles & Tikellis LLP

Zachary R. Davis 
Stevens & Lee

Alexadra T. Edsall
Joseph B.G. Fay 

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
H. Robert Fiebach 

Cozen O’Connor
Howard R. Flaxman 

Fox Rothschild LLP
Scott Bennet Freemann 

Freemann Law Offices
Monique Galloway 

Kessler Topaz Meltzer  
& Check, LLP

George G. Gordon 
Dechert LLP

Stacy L. Hawkins 
Diversity Consultant 
Rutgers School of Law – 
Camden

Michael J. Hynes 
Faruqi & Faruqi, LLP

Donald K. Joseph 
Rutgers School of  
Law –Camden

Lea D. Knight, CPA, MBA 
J&J Consumer

Stacey McConnell 
Lamb McErlane PC

Sharon F. McKee 
Hangley Aronchick  
Segal Pudlin & Schiller 

Aneesh Mehta 
Volpe & Koenig P.C.

Ellen Meriwether 
Cafferty, Clobes,  
Meriwether & Sprengel LLP

Jeffrey S. Moller 
Blank Rome LLP

H. Laddie Montague, Jr. 
Berger & Montague, P.C.

Carlos S. Montoya 
ARAMARK

Richard P. Pasquier 
FMC Corporation

Nicole M. Perkins  
Hawthorn PNC  
Family Weatlh

Kenneth Racowski 
Wilson Elser Moskowitz 
Edelman & Dicker LLP

Paul H. Saint-Antoine 
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

Alan M. Sandals 
Sandals & Associates, P.C.

Marc A. Topaz 
Kessler Topaz Meltzer  
& Check, LLP

Ex Officio
Gaetan Alfano 

Vice Chancellor 
Philadelphia Bar Association

Albert S. Dandridge, III 
Chancellor Elect,  
Philadelphia Bar Association

Sekou Campbell 
The Barrister’s Association  
of Philadelphia

William Fedullo,  
Chancellor, Philadelphia  
Bar Association

Ellen T. Greenlee 
Defender Association  
of Philadelphia

John Huh 
Asian Pacific American 
Bar Association of 
Pennsylvania

Elizabeth Oquendo 
Hispanic Bar  
Association of 
Pennsylvania

Patricia Luczak 
Young Lawyers’  
Division, Philadelphia  
Bar Association

Advisory Board
Mark Aronchick
Barbara Binis
Renee Chenault-Fattah
Dean Roger J. Dennis
Dean JoAnne Epps
Richard Z. Freemann
Hon. James T. Giles
Clifford E. Haines
Ernest E. Jones
Michael L. Lehr
Honorable Timothy  

K. Lewis
Arthur E. Newbold, IV
Albert P. Parker, II
Helen P. Pudlin
Michael H. Reed
Sister Mary Scullian
Ralph Smith
Charles F. Thomson

2013 YEAR IN REVIEW

Awards
> The NAACP State Conference presented the 

Law Center with the Award of Excellence in 
recognition of our work representing the NAACP 
in cases involving voting rights, excessive 
truancy fees and the threatened closure of an 
entire school system for lack of funding. 

> Amy Laura Cahn, director of the Garden Justice 
Legal Initiative, was appointed to the Mayor’s 
Food Policy Advisory Council. Amy Laura was 
also selected as a fellow for the 2013 Human 
Rights Institute in New York City.

Speaking Engagements
In 2013 Law Center staff took part in more  
than 35 speaking engagements, community 
events and trainings that reached more  
than 2,500 people.

Press Roundup
The Law Center was acknowledged or featured  
in the press more than 90 times!

Symposium
This year’s Symposium on Equality 
brought together 120 thought-
leaders and community activists to 
discuss “Privatization – Looking Out 
for the Public Good” in health care, 
land use and education.

I really enjoyed the entire program, and it raised a lot of things for  
me to consider. You all did a wonderful job with the symposium.  

Thank you for all the work it took to put it together. 
– Marla K. Conley, Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP
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Top:   
Attendees  

enjoyed panels  
and discussions.

Center:  
Land Use & Economic 

Development panel.

Bottom: 
Healthcare panel

Photo credits: 
Atiya Walker-Dykes



Thank you to our 2013 Volunteers, Interns, and Pro Bono Partners! Thank you, 2013 Donors!

ACLU of Pennsylvania 
Sara Mullen 
Jaime Pauls 
Witold “Vic” Walczak

Advancement Project 
Penda Hair 
Denise Lieberman 
Marian Schneider

Arnold & Porter LLP 
Kelby Ballena 
Rachel Frankel 
David Gersch 
Dorian Hurley 
Daniel Jacobson 
Stanton Jones 
Andrew Macurdy 
Whitney Moore 
Dana Peterson 
Michael Rubin

Blank Rome LLP 
Kevin J. Baum 
Ed Chang 
Joe Finkelstein 
Carol Gershon 
Reed Lyons 
Joe McFalls   
Kevin Rakowski

Boies, Schiller &  
Flexner LLP 
Sashi Bach Boruchow 
Carl E. Goldfarb 
Lauren F. Louis 
Stuart H. Singer

Chesire Law Group 
Beth Dougherty

Dechert LLP 
Susan Kilgore 
Cheryl Krause 
Sabrina Reliford 
Will Sachse 
David Stanoch 
Catherine Wigglesworth 
Barton Winokur 
Darla Woodring

DLA Piper US LLP 
Patrick Castaneda 
Lesli Esposito 
Nathan Heller 
Carl Hittinger 
John Huh

Drinker Biddle  
& Reath LLP 
Katie Bailey 
Michael Daly 
Molly Flynn 
Chanda Miller 
Meredith Reinhardt 
David Solomon 
Garrett Trego

Duane Morris LLP 
Michael J. McCalley 
Christopher Soriano 
Daniel Walworth

Education Law Center 
Rhonda Brownstein 
Debra Gordon Klehr 
David Lapp 
Maura McInerney

Gibbons P.C. 
Jennifer Seme

Kessler Topaz  
Meltzer & Check, LLP 
Monique Galloway 
Formerly with DLA Piper

Kline & Specter, P.C. 
Charles Becker

Kohn Swift & Graf, P.C. 
Robert LaRocca

Lawyer’s Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law 
Ray McLain

McGuire Woods LLP 
Leonard J. Marsico 
Matthew D. Monsour

Morgan, Lewis &  
Bockius LLP 
Amy Dudash 
Michael Higgins

If you’re interested in pro  
bono or volunteer opportunities  
at the Law Center, please visit  
www.pilcop.org/opportunities. 
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Individuals

$10,000+
H. Laddie Montague, Jr.

$5,000-$9,999
Alexandra Edsall and  
Robert Victor

William and Anne Ewing
Joseph B.G. Fay
Alisa Field and Alan Sandals
Paul and Susan Saint-Antoine
David and Gayle Smith

$2,500-$4,999
Thomas M. Chapin
Kenneth C. Frazier
Jeffrey Golan and  
Frances Vilella-Velez

John F. Hagele and Patricia Hunt
Michael Lehr and  
Linda Pennington

Eric Rothschild and Jill Green 
Marc A. Topaz

$1,000-$2,499
Theodore and Barbara Aronson
David R. Atkinson
Richard and Eileen Bazelon
Daniel Berger
Richard Berkman and Toni Seidl
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson M. Brown III
Anna and Henry Bryan
Jennifer Clarke and Alan Barstow
Gordon J. Cooney
William and Lotte Copland
James and Cynthia Eiseman
Brian T. Feeney
H. Robert Fiebach
Howard and Lynne Flaxman
John G. Harkins
Kim and Michael Hynes
Donald and Harriet Joseph
Mark K. Joseph
William and Laurie Kane
Juan A. Kimble
Lea D. Knight
Sharon McKee and Heidi Streich
Jeffrey S. Moller
Carlos S. Montoya and  

Elizabeth K. McManus

Benjamin R. and Meta B. Neilson
Arthur E. Newbold
Richard Pasquier
Michael H. Reed
Jon and Karen Richter
Joseph A. Rieser, Jr.
Will Sachse
William and Sharon Schwarze
Marc Sonnenfeld
Joseph A. and Bernadette Tate 
Lane Taylor
Hon. Flora Barth Wolf

$500-$999
Danielle Banks
Allen Black and Randy Apgar
Thomas and Robin Clarke
Zachary and Jessica Davis
Peter W. Deutsch
Elizabeth Dewar and Alex Welsh
Mark and Tobey Dichter
Henry and Katherine Donner  
In honor of Donald Joseph

Monique and Ade Galloway
Hon. James T. and Carol B. Giles
Amy B. Ginensky
Richard and Wendy Glazer
Marshall Greenberg and  
Adelaide Sugarman

Daniel and Linda Harrington
Stephen and Marian Harvey
F. W. Jacoby
Ann Carey Juliano
Thomas H. Lee
Charisse R. Lillie
Caren Litvin
Marion Layton Mann
Stella Tsai and Paul McCarthy
Stacey McConnell 
Aneesh Mehta
Ellen Meriwether and  
Steven Goldfield

Daniel Promislo
Jeffrey and Carol Lee Savery
Abigail Wolf and Jonathan Weiss 
Joan Yue
Thomas and Jacqueline Zemaitis

$1-$499
Quincy and Zelia Abbot
David Abernethy and  

Phyllis Simon
Robert Abramowitz and  

Susan Stewart

John C. Agner
Evelyn Alloy
   In honor of Jerry Balter
Gary Ammon
Anonymous (x4)
Jerold Aronson
Al and Maureen Austin
Alan Babcock
Jerry and Ruth Balter
Maureen Barden and  

David Othmer
Mira E. Baylson and Hal Morra
Dana Bazelon
Donald and Fahnya Bean
Charles L. Becker
Norene Benton
Lawrence and Caroline Berger
Judy F. Berkman
Craig R. Blackman
Harris T. Bock
Edward Boehner
Arnie and Linda Borish
   In memory of Bernie Borish
Christopher and Wendy Born
Bill Brainerd
Maureen P. Breen
David P. Bruton
James Boudreau
Laslo Boyd
Bonnie Brier and  

Bruce Rosenfield
Juliet Brodie
   In honor of Janis Brodie
Elizabeth T. Brown
Marjorie Cahn
David and Jodi Caputo
Norma Carter
Lee Casper
Stephen Chawaga and  

Laura Novo
Michael Churchill and  

Tasha Stonorov
Roger Clark and Amelia Boss
   In honor of Donald Joseph
Robert A. Cohen
Marla K. Conley
K. Robert and Mary Conrad
Robert and Charlene Cooney
   In honor of Barbara Ransom
Donna R. Cooper
   In honor of Michael Churchill
Jonnell P. Cuddahy
Evan Davis
Connie and Terry Dellmuth
Jignasa Desai-McCleary
   In honor of Trudy and  

 Utpal Sandesara
Harris and Debra Devor
Samuel Diamond

DiCiurcio Family
   In honor of Alison DiCiurcio
Marisol Liceaga Direnzo
Stephen Dittman
Tom Dolgenos
Phoebe Driscoll
Erin M. Duffy
Robert Ebby
Jamie Epstein
Leonard and Helen Evelev
Peter Fader
William and Jane Farran
Mary Faustino
A. Richard and Deborah Feldman
Albert J. Feldman
Larry Felzer
Ellen Fennick
Carol Fixman and Stephen Kobrin
Seth Flaxman
   In honor of Trudy and  

Utpal Sandesara
Molly Flynn
Roberta and Ernest Foss
Elizabeth W. Fox
Stephen M. Foxman
Arthur and Joanne Frank
Richard Z. Freemann
Carl H. Fridy
Deborah Friedell
   In honor of Ellen Friedell
Rachel Gallegos
Ryan Gatto
Alex Geisinger
Ben and Maria Geffen
Surge Ghosh
Robert B. Gidding
Thomas and Gillian Gilhool
Teresa A. Gillen
Susan Gobreski
Stephen and Barbara Gold
Mary Lemann Goldman
Deborah and Paul  

Douglass Goodell
Frank and Joan Goodman
Hugh B. Gordon
Chad Gottschlich
Gail Granoff
William and Margie Green
Matthew Gutt
Helen Gym and Bret Flaherty
Michele D. Hangley
Emily J. Hanlon
Valerie Harrison
Gregory and Emily Harvey
Leslie Hayes and Norman Gross
Peter Hearn
Benjamin Hinerfeld
Mary Anne Hunter

It was a pleasure standing with  
the Law Center to defend the most  
fundamental and foundational of rights:  
the right to vote. Together, we formed a  
seamless trial team with our co-counsel  
at other organizations to develop an  
overwhelming factual and legal record  
establishing that the Pennsylvania Photo  
ID Law is unconstitutional. Our clients  
and truly all Pennsylvania citizens are better off because of the 
work of the Law Center. Personally and professionally, my work 
with the Law Center team has been a career highlight. I encourage 
both veteran and up-and-coming attorneys to partner with the Law 
Center in the defense of the rights of our citizenry. 
— Michael Rubin, Arnold & Porter LLP

Why I support the Law Center:  
Pro Bono Spotlight
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Pro Bono Attorneys and Partners

The Law Center’s programs are uniquely designed using a multi-disciplinary partnership model that brings together individuals,  
community groups, law firms, elected officials, and key stakeholders to advance equality. We never do our work alone. Annually we 
engage volunteers, pro bono partners and peer organizations, from across the state to move our work forward.

In 2013, more than 80 volunteers dedicated in excess of 4,800 hours of service to the Law Center’s mission. — Thank you!

All this work would not be possible without the following financial supporters.

Marlee Meyers 
Glen Rectenwald 
Erica Smith-Klocek 
Catherine Vasudevan

PECO 
Amy Tarr

Pepper Hamilton LLP 
Hedya Aryani 
Alice Marshall 
Eric Rothschild 
Thomas B. Schmidt, III

Philadelphia Lawyers for 
Social Equity 
Ryan Hancock 
Michael Hardiman 
Michael Lee

Reed Smith LLP 
Lauren Abbott 
Kristen Armellino 
Joel Barras 
James Beck 
John DiNome 

Margaret Dunlap 
Lindsey Harteis 
Justin Johnson 
Jonathan Matthews 
Anne Rollins 
Nora Sooy 
David Surbeck

Ropes and Gray LLP 
Jesse Boodoo 
Elizabeth Dewar 
Douglas Hallward- 
    Driemeier 
Kelly O’Connell 
Jaime Orloff 
Kathryn Wilhelm

Schnader Harrison  
Segal & Lewis LLP 
Joyce Sun

Shepherd, Finkelman, 
Miller & Shah, LLP 
Lawrence D. Berger

US Department of Educa-
tion Office of Civil Rights 
Pam Darville

US Department of Justice 
Renee Wohlenhaus

Solo Practitioners 
and Others 
Dana Bazelon 
David Berney 
Jonathan Corchonoy 
Jamie Epstein  
Benjamin Hinerfeld 
Lisa Isaacs 
Anita Kalra, Formerly 
with Arnold & Porter LLP 
Dorene Philpot 
Timothy Russell 
Charles Weiner



SUMMARY OF  
REVENUE & EXPENSES*

January 1, 2013 – December 31, 2013

Revenue
Foundations & IOLTA   $143,447 
Legal Community & Other Support  486,019 
Fee & Out of Pocket Awards  415,687 
Contracts & Honorarium  33,709 
Interest & Other Income  53,570
Total Revenue   $1,132,432

Expenses
Program Expenses  $742,223
Fundraising Expenses  125,902
General Expenses  72,462
Total Expenses  940,587

Total  $191,845

STATEMENT OF  
FINANCIAL POSITION

December 31, 2013

Current Assets  $567,376
Fixed Assets (net of depreciation)  56,509

Total Assets  $623,885

Current Liabilities  $196,451
Prior Year Net Assets  235,589
Current Year Change  191,845

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $623,885

Unrestricted Net Assets   178,894
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets  147,527
Permanently Restricted Net Assets  101,011

Unaudited. Audited financial reports will be available on  
our website after June 30, 2014. Not included are recognized 
contributions in professional services.

This list recognizes donors who gave to the 
Law Center for the 2013 campaign year. 
Every effort was made to ensure accuracy. 
Contact Barb Macholz with questions or 
corrections at 267-546-1304.

Donors of In-Kind  
Goods and Services
Dorene Philpot
Ricoh USA
The Legal Intelligencer 
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Individual Donors $1-499 (continued from previous page) Individual Donors $1-499 (continued from previous page)

Nicholas P. Iacobelli
   In honor of Trudy and  

Utpal Sandesara
Leonard and Arlene Jarett
Jason R. Jones
Richard and Doris Kessler
Jessica D. Khan
Cecily Kihn
Kimberly Litman Kimmel
Rick Kirschner
H. Ronald Klasko
Alan F. Klein
Rebekah Klein
Elizabeth Kozart
David M. Kozloff
Isador and Myra Kranzel
Seth F. Kreimer
Kenneth Kulak and  

Katherine Hovde
Gloria and Jim Landis
Paul Lantieri
Robert and Leslie LaRocca
Margaret and Ray Larson
Lora Lavin
Ann C. Lebowitz
Jack G. Lerner
Morton and Annette Levitt
Philip and Elsa Lichtenberg
Laura Little and Richard Barrett
Jennifer Lowman
Ross and Catherine MacConnell
Rob Roy and  

Margaret MacGregor
Barbara Macholz
John and Linda Macholz
Alba Martinez
Rafael Matos and  

Maria Miranda
Marciene and  

Herman Mattleman
Michael McCarthy
James and Mary McKenzie
Matt and Tracie Medeiros
Florence E. Medica
Diane Menio
Eleanor P. Merrick
James and Sandra Meyer
Chanda Miller
Maria Miranda
Thomas P. Monteverde
Whitney Moore
Catalina Morell
Martha Morse
Harry E. Moseley
Jack H. Nagel

Louis M. Natali
Theodore and Irene Oslick
Elizabeth Pendley
Valerie and Charles Pendley
Nicole M. Perkins
Caroline and Peter Piven
   In honor of Donald Joseph
Edward and Mary Posner
Letitia Principato
Gerald Provencal and  

Diane Robinson
Helen and David Pudlin
Barbara E. Ransom
Melissa Rasman and  

Thomas Hurley
Christopher A. Reese
Michele Reichow
Curtis Reitz and  

Judith Renzulli
Diane and Paul Reott
Mercedes Reyes
David Richman and  

Janet Perry
Hershel J. Richman
Jessica Richman
Sarah Ricks
Leonard Rieser
Carl G. Roberts
Albert M. Rodstein
Andrew Rogoff
Lila G. Roomberg
Ezra D. Rosenberg and  

Betsy Dovernman
Martin Rosenberg
James A. Rosenstein
   In honor of Donald Joseph
Daniel and Faye Ross
John Rothschild
Mildred Rumack
   In memory of Dr. Irving Rumack
W. Bourne Ruthrauff
Linda Katz Schleifer
Thomas B. Schmidt
Marian Schneider and  

George Cotsarelis
Michael A. Schwartz
Robert Schwartz
Jonathan A. Segal
   In honor of Valerie Harrison
Nina Segre and Frank Furstenberg
Stephen Shapiro
Reginald Shuford
Lisa R. Sica
Hon. Doris Smith-Ribner  

and Paul Ribner
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Paul Socolar
David Solomon
Rayman L. Solomon
   In honor of Donald Joseph
Edmund and Nancy Spaeth
Laurie Steiger and Victoria Olin
Seymour and Janet Stotland
Cassandra D. Summers
Patrice Temple-West
   In memory of Patrick Temple-West
Blair A. Thompson
Charles F. Thomson
Sabra Townsend
Nancy W. Trexler
Cordelia N. Uddoh
Luis Ventura
Lori Vetrano
Debra Weiner
Zachary M. Weiss
Barbara and Frank Welsh
   In honor of Bessie Dewar and Alex Welsh
F. John White
Henry Blanco White
David and Betsy Wice
Kathleen Wilkinson
James and Eve-Ann Wilson
David and Ilene Winikur
Caryl L. Wolf
Shelly Yanoff and Gerald Kaufman
Gloria Yu
Judy Yun
Lauren and David Zeitlin

Institutional Donors

$30,000+
Kessler Topaz Meltzer & Check, LLP
Pennsylvania IOLTA Board
The Patricia Kind Family Foundation

$20,000-$29,000
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Merck Family Fund
Pepper Hamilton LLP

$10,000-$19,999
Berger & Montague PC
The Claneil Foundation
Cozen O’Connor
Dechert LLP
Faruqi & Faruqi LLP
FMC Corporation
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Philadelphia Bar Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Blank Rome LLP
Chimicles & Tikellis LLP 
Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback 
Foundation

Fox Rothschild LLP
Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin & 
Schiller 

McCarter & English, LLP
Reed Smith LLP
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP
The Bennett Family Foundation
The McLean Contributionship
White and Williams LLP

$2,500-$4,999
Anonymous 
Dilworth Paxson LLP
DLA Piper US LLP
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott LLC
Lamb McErlane PC
Marshall Dennehey Warner  
Coleman & Goggin, P.C.

PECO
Reaching Agreement ADR LLC
Rust Consulting, Inc.
Stevens & Lee

$1,000-$2,499
Boni & Zack LLC
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC
Feldman Shepherd Wohlgelernter 
Tanner Weinstock & Dodig LLP

Fineman Krekstein & Harris PC
Gibbons PC
Harkins Cunningham LLP 
Hogan Lovells
Huntington National Bank
Levin Fishbein Sedran & Berman
Martin LLC
Prickett Jones & Elliott PA
Reliable Copy Services, Inc.
Saul Ewing LLP
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young LLP
Swartz Campbell LLC
The Weiser Law Firm PC
Triskeles Foundation
Zarwin Baum DeVito Kaplan  
Schaer & Toddy PC

$1-$999
Abelson Legal Search
Advocacy & Consulting For Education, 
Inc.

Aetna Foundation
AllianceBernstein
Anonymous 
   In honor of Donald Joseph
ARAMARK
Asian Pacific American Bar Association 
Of Pennsylvania

Bacine Family Philanthropic Fund  
In honor of Donald Joseph

Christie Pabarue Young
Coldwell Banker, Welker Real Estate
EdMent Consulting
Education Law Center
Eisenberg Rothweiler Winkler Eisenberg 
& Jeck PC

Freemann Law Offices
Golomb & Honik PC
Harrington & Caldwell PC
James DeCrescenzo Reporting LLC
Jewish Federation Of Greater 
Philadelphia

JPA Associates LLP
KTENKIDS FOUNDATION 
Langsam Stevens Silver & Hollaender 
LLP

Liberty Resources, Inc.
McCausland & McCausland LLC
MillCreek Capitol Advisors
Pathway Strategies LLC
Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network
PNC Bank
Support Center For Child Advocates
The Panama Street Fund
Veritext
Watchdog USA LLC

Join the Ned Wolf Society
The Ned Wolf Society recognizes 
individuals who have included the  
Law Center in their estate planning.

As you plan your own financial 
future, we invite you to consider how 
a charitable gift annuity, charitable 
trust, bequest or other planned 
giving to the Law Center might help 
you meet your retirement goals while  
also leaving a legacy of commitment 
to social justice. 

Contact Jennifer Clarke  
at jclarke@pilcop.org for  
more information.



Join Our Expanding Digital Network
@PILCOP1969: More than 620 total RTs, MTs and 
favorites in 2013

Staff attorneys @AmyLauraCahn, @JenniferRClarke, and 
@SonjaKerrSPED joined the conversation on Twitter.

Garden Justice Legal Initiative’s @Grounded215 broke  
onto the social media scene with more than 200 followers.

facebook.com/pilcop: Thanks for helping us hit the 500 
Facebook followers mark!

LinkedIn: Join the “PILCOP Friends” LinkedIn group.

We raised $1,800 in our first #GivingTuesday.
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United Way Building
1709 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, Second Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Save the Date:  

2014 Annual Event 

A Civil Rights Celebration

Tuesday, October 14, 2014 

6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

Center for Architecture

Law Center Staff
Kirtrina Baxter  
Community Organizer,  
Garden Justice Legal Initiative

Michael Berton 
Development & 
Communications Associate

LaTrice Brooks 
Director of Administration

Amy Laura Cahn 
Director, Garden Justice Legal 
Initiative; Skadden Fellow

Michael Churchill  
Of Counsel

Jennifer R. Clarke 
Executive Director

James Eiseman 
(Retired Jan. 2014)

Benjamin Geffen 
Staff Attorney

Sonja Kerr  
Director of Disabilities Rights

Barbara Macholz  
Director of Development & 
Communications

Michele Reichow  
Special Education Administrator

Lisa R. Sica 
Director of Finance

Support the Law Center: 
www.pilcop.org/donate  
United Way number 572

Civil
Rights
Civil

Rights

Still fighting

for equality.


