
2014 Annual Report  
& 2015 Strategy



Jennifer R. Clarke 
Executive Director

Eric Rothschild 
Chair, Board of Directors

Brian T. Feeney 
Chair-Elect, Board of Directors

Action. AcceSS. 
PRogReSS.
Notice anything different? Over the 
last few months, with input from board, 
staff, clients, and stakeholders, we 
underwent a rebranding process, thanks 
to support from The Philadelphia 
Foundation. We streamlined our name, 
retired old acronyms, and freshened up 
our look. We did not, however, discard our rich legacy and core values. At the heart of our identity 
remain the most important components of our work: our clients, our focus on the public interest, a 
dedicated and talented staff, and our commitment to eliminating poverty.

Action. We use targeted legal strategies to support our clients as they fight for broad-based 
social justice.

AcceSS. Building on nearly five decades of experience, we lead the charge to dismantle the 
barriers preventing people from accessing a high-quality public education, a safe and healthy place 
to live, healthcare, a job, and the right to vote. 

PRogReSS. Our legal strategies work. Through partnerships, we leverage class-action litigation, 
policy advocacy, and community education to drive lasting change. 

In 2014 alone we permanently dismantled Pennsylvania’s photo identification law, helped 
thousands of students with disabilities access educational services, and supported 30 gardeners and 
farmers in stabilizing their communities. This year we are fighting to reform Pennsylvania’s broken 
scheme of funding public education, working to ensure kids living in poverty have access to a 
dentist, and helping people with criminal records and disabilities gain and keep quality jobs.

The branding exercise helped us look deeply at who we are today; and in the process better 
equipped us to respond when clients turn to us to solve the region’s deeply rooted problems. Please 
join us and contribute to this important work through a donation of your time, talents, and money. 
Together we will make progress against poverty in Pennsylvania. 

Sincerely,
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What We do as identified  
by survey respondents.



ouR MiSSion
We use high-impact legal strategies to improve the well-being and life  

prospects of the region’s most vulnerable populations by assuring that they  
have access to the resources and services that we all need to lead our lives.  
We take Action to secure AcceSS to five deeply intertwined resources that  

are essential to escaping the cycle of poverty and achieving PRogReSS:  
A High-Quality Public education  |  A Safe and Healthy Home and neighborhood 

Healthcare  |  employment  |  the unencumbered Right to Vote

Action in 2014
  Filed 22 new cases, continued 15 cases and 

ran 6 comprehensive projects

“The group is really effective at getting a 
lot done with little resources.”  

— Survey response

  Launched a new project to support 
people with disabilities in employment 
discrimination matters (page 12)

“They take on cases that matter. This is 
the stuff that really impacts people who 

need it and changes lives.”  
— Survey response

  Engaged more than 3,100 people through 
trainings, community education events,  
and presentations

  Leveraged the talent of 102 pro bono 
attorneys and 80 volunteers who donated 
9,500+ hours of their time 

  Filed 2 lawsuits against state officials for 
failing to fund public schools and for 
failing to investigate complaints filed by 
Philadelphia parents about curriculum 
deficiencies (pages 4 - 5)

AcceSS & PRogReSS in 2014
  More than 1.9 million children in Florida are 

closer to having access to medical and dental 
care (page 8)

  More than 500,000 voters in Pennsylvania 
still have access to the polls (page 9)

  The Philadelphia Land Bank’s first strategic 
plan recognizes existing community gardens, 
urban agriculture, and meaningful public 
engagement, thanks to our input and our 
organizing to ensure gardeners and farmers 
had a voice in the process (page 10)

  More than 1,800 students with autism in 
Philadelphia are no longer at risk of being 
abruptly moved between schools without 
parental input (page 6)

“the organization is truly for “the 
people.” They are motivated and 

committed to make things right when they 
see a wrong.” – Survey response
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The Miller family, petitioners in the lawsuit.

Lawyers and clients gather after lawsuit filing in 2014.

 educAtion
We work to ensure all students, regardless of their zip code or the color 
of their skin, have access to a high-quality public education.

School Funding Lawsuit
Pennsylvania’s legislature does not 
provide enough state funding for 
children attending public schools, forcing 
school districts to rely heavily on local 
property taxes. The result: children in 
low-wealth districts who need the most 
support get the least. And without 
access to needed resources, children 
simply are not receiving the quality 
public education necessary to prepare 
them for life as productive members 
of the Commonwealth. In November 
2014, together with the Education 
Law Center and O’Melveny & Myers LLP, we filed a lawsuit on behalf of six school districts, seven 
parents, the Pennsylvania Association of Rural and Small Schools, and the NAACP Pennsylvania State 
Conference, against state officials for violating the state constitution by failing to provide a “thorough 
and efficient system of public education.” State officials have adopted a system that “turns the caliber of 
public education into an accident of geography,” and leaves hundreds of thousands of children without 
the resources they need to meet the academic standards state officials have established. This case is now 
moving through the courts.

 

“My child is in classes with too many 
other students and she has no access 

to tutoring services or support from 
paraprofessionals, but our elected officials still 
expect and require her to pass standardized 
tests. how are kids supposed to pass the tests 
required to graduate high school, find a job and 
contribute to our economy if their schools are 
starving for resources?” — Jamella Miller, parent 
of an 11-year-old student in the William Penn 
School District, named petitioner in lawsuit



Coalition members attend 2014 launch event in Harrisburg.

The Campaign for  
Fair Education Funding
Last year we helped found this 
statewide, non-partisan effort of  
more than 50 organizations working 
to secure a legislative solution to the 
school funding crisis by 2016. 

Learn more: FairFundingPA.org 
Twitter: @FairFundingPA

2015 Strategy:  Vigorously advance our school funding lawsuit and support 
related litigation and public pressure to secure a full, fair funding formula for 
public education in Pennsylvania.

Holding State Officials Accountable  
for Philadelphia Schools
For the last several years, faced with drastic cuts in state 
funding, Philadelphia schools have operated on  “doomsday” 
budgets. Classrooms are overcrowded. Bathrooms are closed 
or unsanitary. Nurses are nowhere to be found in many schools 
on many days. After collecting 825 complaints documenting 
curriculum deficiencies during the 2013-2014 school year, we 
filed suit against the Pennsylvania Department of Education 
for failing to assume responsibility for these conditions by 
refusing to meaningfully investigate or respond to these 
complaints. 

“The work of the Public Interest Law Center is invaluable to 
give parents a voice and action for their children. Their 

work calls much needed attention to the deficits which are 
rampant from local schools to the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education.” — Robin Roberts, plaintiff in complaints 
lawsuit, speaking at our 2014 annual event

Philly parents document curriculum deficiencies  
and deteriorating school conditions.
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 SPeciAL educAtion
We are fierce advocates on behalf of students with disabilities, particularly 
children from Philadelphia’s low-wealth, minority, and limited english 
proficiency communities, to help them access services they need to benefit 
from their education and thrive as adults.

Supporting Preschoolers with Autism
Young children with autism benefit greatly from receiving special education services at an early age. More than 
7,000 preschool-aged students with autism in Philadelphia annually enroll with Elwyn, a state-contracted agency, 
for critical speech, language, and behavioral therapies.  When we learned that too many kids attending Elwyn 
experienced significant delays or lapses in services, we confronted Elwyn and the state and reached settlement 
agreements on behalf of five families. Along with partners at McCarter & English LLP, we continue to meet 
with Elwyn to ensure services for thousands more.

Stopping the Autism Shuffle
Along with partners at Dechert LLP, we concluded a favorable class settlement agreement with the School 
District of Philadelphia to stop its policy of arbitrarily transferring students with autism between schools without 
input or consent from parents. This settlement benefits more than 1,800 students. 

“I am looking forward to the future with a little more hope than 
I had before. Every parent is entitled to know the placement of 

their child and should have enough time to plan for any transitions, 
especially for students with autism. I want to thank the Public Interest 
Law Center for their advocacy and all of the support they have given 
to me and to the parents that once thought this was the norm.”  
— Sharon Romero, parent of student in lawsuit

Sharon Romero and her son who has autism.

Clients, pro bono attorneys and staff celebrate after autism shuffle settlement approval.
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2015 StRAtegy: challenge the School district of Philadelphia’s failure to provide 
interpretation and translation for 12,000 families of special education students who  
have limited English proficiency. Take up the crucial challenge of what happens  
when children with disabilities graduate: too many end up in segregated sheltered  
workshops, earning a fraction of the minimum wage. 

Reforming extended  
School year Services
In October 2014 we filed a class action lawsuit 
against the School District of Philadelphia for 
unilaterally assigning Extended School Year 
(ESY) services for students with disabilities 
without making individualized determinations. 
Under federal law, students with disabilities 
may be eligible to receive ESY services during 
a holiday break or over the summer. School 
districts are required to work with parents to 
individually determine the appropriate ESY 
program for each student. Instead, the district has been issuing form  
letters offering a single program for all students with disabilities.  
This case is now moving through the court.

one client’s Story
Christopher* is an eleventh-grade student who loves drawing and taking art classes. He also has autism and 
a severe language disorder. We represented Christopher after we learned the School District of Philadelphia 
was not providing him appropriate speech and language services. The district 
also failed to provide him with a one-to-one aide,  without whom he was unable 
to attend his beloved art classes. His art is one of the few ways Christopher 
expresses himself. Our advocacy was successful: hearing officers ordered the 
district to remedy the program by providing Christopher with more therapy, 
training his teachers, providing an aide, and paying for compensatory education. 

*Name changed for client privacy

“The Public Interest Law Center serves as a beacon for many parents 
like myself who often find themselves stuck in a cyclical loop of 

special education red tape that school districts use as band aids to provide 
bare minimal supports for our children’s needs. I am eternally grateful for Sonja Kerr and the Public 
Interest Law Center team for helping me continually cut through every strip of that tape.”  
— Christopher’s mother

Sonja Kerr trains City Council staffers on  
the rights of children with disabilities.
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The Gorenflo family, whose two sons  
are plaintiffs in the case.

Stuart Singer
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Staff and interns prepare to deliver PA Supreme Court briefs for filing.

 HeALtHcARe 
We use the law to eliminate systemic barriers to medical and dental care  
so that marginalized populations can access the prompt, high-quality care  
they need to thrive. 

Kids in Florida one Step closer to Medical and dental care
On New Year’s Eve 2014, after 90 days of trial and more than ten 
years, a federal judge found that Florida’s children who depend on the 
Medicaid program for their medical and dental care are not receiving 
the care required by federal law, including routine checkups, lead 
screening, and dental care. Judge Adalberto Jordan ruled that the state’s 
Medicaid system leads to life-threatening delays. Together with Boies, 
Schiller & Flexner LLP, we brought this case back in 2005 on behalf of 
Florida children eligible for Medicaid, along with the Florida Chapter 
of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Florida Academy of 
Pediatric Dentistry. 

“We have worked closely with the Public Interest Law Center’s experienced 
lawyers, including Jim Eiseman and Ben Geffen, in preparing and trying this 

case, resulting in a sweeping favorable decision by the federal court. This would not 
have been possible without the Public Interest Law Center’s dedication to litigating 
cases that would otherwise not be brought and which defend and advance the public 
interest.” — Stuart Singer, partner at Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP, pro bono attorney

“They are passionate and deliberate, even if cases can take years.”  
— Survey response

taking on the insurance industry to open Medicaid Payment Records  
to the Public
In October 2014, the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania agreed to hear our appeal in a pair of Right-to-Know  
Law cases related to how the Department of Human Services uses taxpayer dollars to provide dental care to  
the 1 million children enrolled in Medicaid, as well as a 
growing number of adults. Medicaid provides medical and 
dental care to 1 in 6 Pennsylvanians, and it accounts for some 
30% of the Commonwealth’s General Fund budget, yet the 
private insurance companies that manage the program say we 
cannot know how public, taxpayer money is disbursed from the 
Department, to private insurance companies, subcontractors, 
and eventually to dentists. We do know from our experience in 
other states that when Medicaid payment rates are too low, kids 
lose access to care.

 



national Provider groups Request 
our Help in u.S. Supreme court case
The American Medical Association, the American 
Dental Association, and five other major physician  
and provider associations called on us and Boies, 
Schiller & Flexner LLP to file a “friend of the court” 
brief in Richard Armstrong, et al., v. Exceptional Child 
Center, Inc., et al., a case before the country’s highest 
court, which alleged Idaho’s Medicaid program  
violated equal access requirements and failed to  
provide access to services for low-income people.

Legal team with named plaintiff Viviette Applewhite at start of two-year lawsuit.

2015 StRAtegy: Work with Florida 
counsel in court proceedings to determine 
a remedy for that state’s violation of 
federal law. continue investigation of 
rates paid to dentists participating in 
Pennsylvania’s Medicaid program to 
determine the effect of those rates on 
access to dental care for low-income 
children and people with disabilities.
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2015 StRAtegy: Provide sustained 
legal support to the election reform 
movement in Pennsylvania to secure 
updates to election laws such as online 
voter registration, no-excuse absentee 
ballots, and early voting.

 Voting 
We use legal strategies that enhance the integrity of elections by protecting 
every citizen’s right to vote, promoting a more engaged and informed 
electorate, and ensuring that every vote is counted as cast.  

Pennsylvania’s Voter id Law Found unconstitutional
Early in 2014, the Commonwealth Court permanently enjoined Pennsylvania’s photo identification law because it 
violates the state constitution. The state decided not to appeal. Just two years after we began this case, in partnership 
with the ACLU of Pennsylvania, Advancement Project, and Arnold & Porter LLP, we secured permanent protection 
for more than 500,000 voters who would not have had appropriate identification to vote. 

“They take cases that provide access for 
all, not just individuals. It’s high-impact 

litigation aimed at systemic change. Applewhite 
was amazing and made such a big difference.” 
 — Survey response
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Farm 51, photo by Neal Santos
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 enViRonMentAL JuStice
We advance environmental justice by assisting communities to have an 
equitable and meaningful voice in ensuring the development of sustainable 
and healthy places to live, work, and play. 

organizing to ensure equity in Philadelphia’s new Land Bank
Building on our successful collaboration and organizing to help pass the land bank law in 2013, we organized 
gardeners, farmers, and residents throughout 2014 to provide their critical input into the five-year Strategic 
Plan Policies for the land bank. Our efforts were successful in making sure the land bank’s process is equitable 
and transparent and the goals of the strategic plan prioritize the preservation and creation of gardens, farms 
and open space.  

“Citywide, the Land Bank will help preserve existing gardens that have community support and a  
track record of maintenance.” — Philadelphia Land Bank Strategic Plan & Land Disposition Policies,  

Executive Summary

Providing Legal Support to community gardens & urban Farms
Through our Garden Justice Legal Initiative we provide direct legal services, community education, organizing, 
and policy advocacy to support residents in creating and preserving gardens and green space. 

“My husband Andrew is a horticulturist and at the time of finding an apartment in 2008 in our 
neighborhood in Southwest Philadelphia, the two lots adjacent to the property were vacant. Over 

the course of the next six years he’s gradually cleared the lots by hand, hauling out trash, weapons and 
drug paraphernalia. Farm 51 has 
since been a guerilla operation, 
but to us in the community it’s a 
place for neighbors to come enjoy 
a safe green space where you can 
buy fresh, low-cost produce, eggs, 
honey, and flowers. Currently we are 
trying to become the sole caretakers 
and owners of the land, though this 
process would not have been possible 
without the help of the Public Interest 
Law Center. Amy Laura Cahn and her 
team are actively helping us navigate 
the city’s protocol of acquiring vacant 
land in Philadelphia.”  
— Neal Santos, Farm 51



“I work with a group of Bhutanese 
refugees in Northeast Philly who 

dreamed of starting a community 
garden in their neighborhood. Due to the 
difficulties of accessing vacant land in 
Philadelphia, they struggled to find a site 
for the garden for nearly two years. With 
the help of the Public Interest Law Center, 
HIAS Pennsylvania was finally able to 
connect the Bhutanese with a wonderful 
piece of land, and seven families began 
planting there in April! After nearly two 
decades in refugee camps and several 
years in Philadelphia, these refugees are 
finally able to return to their agricultural 
heritage and incorporate it into their new 
lives here in America.” — Annie Reading,  
former Philly Fellow at HIAS Pennsylvania

Supporting Residents in Eastwick  
In 2014 we celebrated an important milestone with residents in Eastwick: 
two years of staving off unwanted development of a 128-acre parcel of 
land in their neighborhood in Southwest Philadelphia. Along with pro 
bono partners at Dechert LLP, we continue to work with the Eastwick 
Friends and Neighbors Coalition to organize and educate residents, build 
relationships with city agencies and elected officials, and ultimately secure  
a shared neighborhood planning process. 

Amy Laure Cahn receives award from HIAS 
Pennsylvania for work with Bhutanese gardners.
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2015 GOAL:  Continue to organize gardeners and farmers 
to oversee implementation of Philadelphia’s Land Bank 
and advocate for improved city urban agricultural policies, 
procedures, and programs. Expand our legal and policy 
advocacy support for communities facing environmental 
and public-health threats. 

Bhutanese gardeners and HIAS staff celebrate their new garden.
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2015 goAL: Represent individuals and build 
employment case law to help people with 
disabilities or criminal records get and keep jobs.
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 eMPLoyMent
We work to eliminate employment discrimination faced by individuals with 
criminal records or disabilities so that they can thrive in our local community.

disability employment discrimination Project
Only 22% of individuals with disabilities in Philadelphia are employed. Independence Foundation Fellow 
Julie Foster launched this project in the fall of 2014 to help individuals with disabilities access and remain 
in the workforce. So far Ms. Foster has engaged 11 clients and provided community education to more 
than 330 people. 

“Employment is particularly important for people with disabilities. Employment is a key tool  
to gain independence, dignity, and to fully participate as a member of the community.”  

— Julie Foster, testifying before Philadelphia City Council in 2015

Fair employment opportunities Project
In Pennsylvania, minorities are frequently turned away from jobs due to disproportionate criminal history 
rates and employers’ increased screening of those histories in the hiring processes. In partnership with 
Philadelphia Lawyers for Social Equity, the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, and 
private lawyer Dana Bazelon, we litigate under state and federal law to stop employers from automatically 
disqualifying people from jobs, and support employers in 
complying with state law. In 2014 we settled our first case in 
this project on behalf of Stephanie Settles, a veteran customer 
service employee who was turned away from a job with 
Sunoco. When we reached out to Sunoco, we learned they had 
independently improved their hiring practices.

“ Not being able to get a job and being told that I 
couldn’t work was really devastating to me and 

my family. Everything in my life just went downhill. With 
help from the Public Interest Law Center and Philadelphia 
Lawyers for Social Equity, I was able to overcome my 
obstacles and life is looking much better.”   
— Stephanie Settles

Stephanie Settles
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Photos from 2014 Annual Gala 
(top-bottom): NAACP members,  
Board members, Enon Tabernacle  
Fresh Anointing Choir 

2014 Annual gala:  
A celebration of civil Rights
At our sold-out  annual event, more than 280 people 
gathered to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and celebrate our work with a 
lively program that included awards and live music from 
The Enon Tabernacle Fresh Anointing Choir.

We honored:   
NAACP – Pennsylvania State Conference  
Kessler Topaz Meltzer & Check LLP 
William H. Ewing

“The staff and attorneys at the Law Center have 
devoted their working lives to taking on important 

issues and helping people in need. the reality is that 
without their dedication, creativity and hard work and 
the incredible results they are able to achieve, there 
would be no reason for any of us to be here tonight.”  

— Marc Topaz,  
Kessler Topaz Meltzer 
& Check LLP

Our COrE STrENGTHS as 
identified by survey respondents

TOP OF MIND associations as identified 
by survey respondents



Thank you to our 2014 Volunteers, Interns, and Pro Bono Partners!

Pro Bono Attorneys and Partners

The Law Center’s programs are uniquely designed using a multi-disciplinary partnership model that 
brings together individuals, community groups, law firms, elected officials, and key stakeholders to 
advance equality. We never do our work alone. We engage volunteers, pro bono partners and peer 
organizations from across the state to move our work forward.

If you’re interested in pro bono or volunteer opportunities  
contact Jennifer Clarke at 215-627-7100 x 222. 

“Working with 
the Law Center 

has been an 
amazing experience. 
We were able to 
develop and litigate 
a winning strategy for parents of 
students with autism in Philadelphia  
in a federal class action. With the Law 
Center’s expertise behind me, I had  
the opportunity to participate in all 
major phases of the case. Our clients 
needed and truly appreciated our help. 
My experience has been gratifying,  
both professionally and personally.  
I would recommend working with the  
Law Center to new and seasoned 
attorneys alike.” — David Stanoch, 
Golomb & Honik LLP, formerly Dechert LLP
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2014 Summer Interns

ACLU of Pennsylvania 
Andy Hoover 
Sara Mullen 
Jaime Pauls 
Witold “Vic” Walczak
Advancement Project 
Penda Hair 
Denise Lieberman 
Marian Schneider
Arnold & Porter LLP 
Kelby Ballena 
Rachel Frankel 
David Gersch 
Dorian Hurley 
Daniel Jacobson 
Stanton Jones 
Andrew Macurdy 
Whitney Moore 
Dana Peterson 
Michael Rubin
Baker & Hostetler LLP 
Jeffry Duffy 
Carl Hittinger, 
  formerly with  
  DLA Piper US LLP
Blank Rome LLP 
Kevin J. Baum 
Ed Chang 
Thomas Chapman 
Molly Crane 
Joe Finkelstein 
Carol Gershon 
Joe McFalls   
Kevin Rakowski 
Peter J. Soloff 
Robert Weaver
Boies, Schiller &  
Flexner LLP 
Andrew Adler 
Carl E. Goldfarb 
Lauren F. Louis 
Joshua Riley 
Stuart H. Singer
Dechert LLP 
Nathaniel Hopkins 
Lynne Kolodinsky 
Ross MacConnell 
Susan Nieto 

Olu A. Onafowora 
Will Sachse 
David Stanoch 
Barton Winokur 
Darla Woodring
DLA Piper US LLP 
Patrick Castaneda 
Lesli Esposito 
Nathan Heller 
John Huh 
Justin Kerner
Drinker Biddle  
& Reath LLP 
Katie Bailey 
Michael Daly 
Molly Flynn 
Chanda Miller 
Aviva Reinfeld 
Meredith Reinhardt 
Paul Saint-Antoine 
David Solomon 
Garrett Trego
Duane Morris LLP 
Valentine Brown 
Michael J. McCalley 
Katharyn “Kat”  
  Christian McGee 
Daniel Walworth
Education Law Center 
Rhonda Brownstein 
Deborah Gordon Klehr 
Cheryl Kleiman 
David Lapp 
Maura McInerney
Kessler Topaz  
Meltzer & Check, LLP 
David Bocian 
Josh D’Ancona 
Monique Galloway 
Matthew Goldstein 
Kim Justice 
Meredith Lambert 
Georgia Pham 
Lee Rudy 
Robin Winchester 
Andrew Zivitz
Kline & Specter, P.C. 
Charles Becker

Lawyers’ Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law 
Ray McLain 
Hallie Ryan
McCarter & English LLP 
Glenn Callahan 
Katelyn Gillece 
Danielle Karcich
McGuire Woods LLP 
Leonard J. Marsico 
Matthew D. Monsour
O’Melveny &  
Myers LLP 
Erin P. Andrews 
Brad Elias 
Therese S. Gee 
Aparna Joshi 
Matthew J. Sheehan
Pennsylvania Client  
Assistance Program 
Stephen S. Pennington
Pepper Hamilton LLP 
Hedya Aryani 
Christopher Moran 
Eric Rothschild
Philadelphia Lawyers  
for Social Equity 
Michael Hardiman 
Michael Lee
Schnader Harrison  
Segal & Lewis LLP 
Joyce Sun
Shepherd, Finkelman, 
Miller & Shah, LLP 
Lawrence D. Berger
Willig, Williams and 
Davidson 
Ryan Hancock
Solo Practitioners 
and Others 
Dana Bazelon 
Benjamin Hinerfeld 
Howard Levinson
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Thank you, 2014 Donors!

Continued on next page…

Our work would not be possible without the following financial supporters.

15www.pubintlaw.org

Individuals

$10,000+
Alexandra Edsall and  

Robert Victor 
William and Anne Ewing 
H. Laddie Montague 
Barry F. Schwartz 
Marc A. Topaz 

$5,000-$9,999
Thomas J. Duffy 
Joseph B.G. Fay 
Andrea and Ken Frazier 
Ellen and Steven Friedell 

(Reaching Agreement  
  ADR LLC)

George and Tracy Gordon 
Ellen Meriwether and Steven 

Goldfield 
Alan Sandals and Alisa Field 
David and Gayle Smith 
Phillip and Suzy Wilson

$2,500-$4,999
Thomas Chapin 
Brian T. Feeney 
Jeffrey Golan and  

Frances Vilella-Velez 
Arthur Newbold 
Kenneth and Sandra Racowski 
Eric and Jill Green Rothschild
Paul and Susan Saint-Antoine

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous
Barbara B. and  

Theodore R. Aronson 
David and Patricia Atkinson 
Eileen and Rick Bazelon 
Richard Berkman and Toni Seidl 
Marjorie Cahn 
David and Jodi Caputo 
Jennifer Clarke and Alan Barstow 
Abbi Cohen and Thomas 

O’Connell 
J. Gordon Cooney, Jr. 
Zachary and Jessica Davis 
John F. Hagele and Patricia Hunt 
Michael Hanrahan 
John G. Harkins, Jr. 
Keiko Hayakawa 
 

Donald and Harriet Joseph 
	 In honor of Sue Chace and  

in memory of Ira
Mark K. Joseph 
Darcel and Juan A. Kimble 
Lea D. Knight 
Charisse R. Lillie 
Gerald A. McHugh and Maureen 

E. Tate 
Sharon McKee and Heidi Streich 
Ghebre and Sally Mehreteab 
	 In honor of Bill Ewing
Jeffrey S. Moller 
Carlos S. Montoya and  

Elizabeth K. McManus 
Benjamin and Meta Neilson 
Richard and Nancy Pasquier 
Linda Pennington and  

Michael Lehr 
Michael H. Reed 
Jon and Karen Richter 
Will Sachse 
Marian Schneider and  

George Cotsarelis 
William and Sharon Schwarze 
Michael Scott 
Rayman Solomon 
Marc Sonnenfeld and  

Ann Laupheimer 
Joseph and Bernadette Tate 
Lane Taylor 
Flora Barth Wolf

$500-$999
Susan Bartovics 
	 In honor of Robin Mann
David J. Berney 
Barbara Binis 
Paul R. Bonney 
Wilson M. Brown III 
Michael Churchill and  

Tasha Stonorov 
Thomas and Robin Clarke 
Elizabeth N. Dewar 
William P. Fedullo 
H. Robert Fiebach 
	 In honor of Sonja Kerr  

and Jodi Deegan
Hannah Fishman 
Alex Geisinger and  

Jane Scarpellino 
Wendy and Richard Glazer 
Steve and Barbara Gold 
	 In honor of Michael Churchill
Mary Lemann Goldman 
Katherine Hatton and Richard 

Bilotti / Fund of the Princeton  
Area Community Foundation 

Ernest E. Jones 
Robert and Leslie LaRocca 
Aneesh Mehta 
David Newmann 
Jeffrey and Carol Lee Savery 
Doris Smith-Ribner and  

Paul Ribner 
Abigail Wolf and Jonathan Weiss 
Shelly Yanoff and  

Gerald Kaufman 
Joan Yue 

$1-$499
Quincy Abbot 
David Abernethy and Phyllis Simon 
Robert Abramowitz and  

Susan Stewart 
Peter and Christine Ackourey 
Gaetan and Kathy Alfano 
Evelyn Alloy 
Charles and Susan Dentzer Alston
Maureen Anello 
Anonymous (3) 
Bill and Chris Babcock 
Jerry and Ruth Balter 
Maureen Barden and David Othmer 
Dana Bazelon 
Donald and Fahnya Bean 
Lawrence and Caroline Berger 
Judy Berkman 
Judith Bernstein-Baker 
Elliot and Lisa Berton 
Leonard and Doris Berton 
Michael Berton and Kari Haffelfinger 
Valerie Berton 
Craig Blackman 
Henry Blanco-White 
Edward Boehner 
Michael Bogdonoff 
Arnold and Linda Borish 
Wendy and Christopher Born 
Maureen P. Breen 
	 In honor of Kirtrina Baxter  

and Amy Laura Cahn
LaTrice Brooks 
John and Patricia Browne 
	 In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Balter
Frederick and Aralene Callahan 
Natalie Carabello 
Lee Casper 
Stephen Chawaga and Laura Novo 
Jenny Chen 
Robert A. Cohen 
Marla K. Conley 
K. Robert and Mary Conrad 
Cooney Family
	 In honor of Barbara Ransom
Donna Cooper 
Frank and Katrina Daly 
	 In honor of Michael Churchill
Carl and Constance Dellmuth 
Peter W. Deutsch 
Samuel Diamond 

Tobey and Mark Dichter 
Alison Diciurcio 
Gregory Diehl 
Jeff Dittus 
Kevin M. Donovan 
Jane Downey 
Phoebe Driscoll 
Erin M. Duffy 
Joan Duvall-Flynn 
George and Susan Edwards 
Bob and Nancy Elfant 
Joanne Epps 
Jane and William Farran III
Albert Feldman 
Debbie and Rich Feldman 
Ellen Fennick 
Evan S. Fieldston 
Chester Finn 
Carol Fixman and Stephen Kobrin 
Howard and Lynne Flaxman 
Jennifer Flynn and  

Bela August Walker 
Joseph Foster 
Arthur and Joanne Frank 
Richard Z. Freemann and  

Leslie Muhlfelder 
	 In honor of Michael Churchill
Scott Bennett Freemann 
Carl H. Fridy 
Rachel Gallegos 
Hugh B. Gordon 
Chad Gottschlich 
Marshall Greenberg and  

Adelaide Sugarman 
Barbara and Matthew Grimaldi 
Matthew Gutt 
Helen Gym and Bret Flaherty 
Paul Halpern and Felicia Hurewitz 
Stephen Hamilton 
Kevin J. Harden 
Valerie Harrison 
Gregory and Emily Harvey
Jean Haskell 
Stacy L. Hawkins 
Leslie Hayes and Norman Gross 
Mark Holmes 
Nathaniel Hopkins 
	 In memory of Jeremy T. Adler
Andrew Huggins 
Tim Hunter 
Michael and Kim Hynes 
Lisa Isaacs
F.W. Jacoby 
Leonard and Arlene Jarett 
Jason R. Jones 
Heather Keafer 
Doris and Richard Kessler 
Jessica D. Khan 
Cecily Kihn 
Kimberly Litman Kimmel 
Alan F. Klein 
Rebekah S. Klein 
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Interest &
Other Income

$11,355

Contracts &
Honorarium

$33,709

Foundations
& IOLTA
$204,026

Fundraising
$203,523

General
Expenses
$86,240

Legal Community
& Other Support

$472,548

Fee & 
Out-of-Pocket Awards

$551,696

Revenue
$1,261,231

Program 
Expenses
$831,941

Expenses
$1,121,7137

Current Assets
$555,051

Fixed Assets
$39,975

Prior Year Net Assets $39,975
Current Year Change $139,518

Unrestricted
Net Assets
$348,533

Temporarily Restricted
Net Assets
$54,516
Permanent Restricted
Net Assets
$110,011
Liabilities
$86,965

Source: www.pubintlaw.org/corporate-documents

Elias Kohn 
Isador and Myra Kranzel 
 In honor of Flora Barth Wolf
Seth F. Kreimer 
Kenneth Kulak and  

Katherine Hovde 
Gloria and Jim Landis 
Paul Lantieri 
David Lapp 
Ray and Margaret Larson 
Jannie Lau 
Lora Lavin 
Thomas H. Lee 
Joe and Virginia Leonard 
Jack Lerner 
Howard and Susan Levinson 
Morton and Annette Levitt 
Nikolaos and  

Hillary Linardopoulos 
Jeffrey M. Lindy 
Laura Little and Richard Barrett 
John and Linda Macholz 
Richard Mandel 
 In honor of Donald Joseph
Andrew Margolis 
 In honor of Eric Rothschild
Barbara Mather
Paul McCarthy and  

Stella M. Tsai
Bettie McClairen 
Maura McInerney 
Robert B. McKinstry 
Jocelyn McWhirter 
James and Sandra Meyer 
Chanda Miller 
Morton and Linda Miller 
Allan and Sandra Molotsky 
Roland E. Morris 
Martha E. Morse 
Jack Nagel 
Maureen O’Leary
Laurie Olin and Victoria Steiger 
Theodore and Irene Oslick 
Carl (Tobey) and Kim Oxholm 
David and Anastasia Oyugi 
Stephen S. Pennington 
Nicole M. Perkins 
Brian Poniatowski 
Edward and Mary Posner
Gerald Provencal
Lara Putnam 
Joan Rainer 
 In memory of Brad Rainer
Barbara E. Ransom 
Melissa Rasman and Thomas 

Hurley 
Glen W. Rectenwald 
Abe and Sherri Reich 
Judith Renzulli and Curtis Reitz 
Kyle Rice 
David Richman and Janet Perry 
Hershel J. Richman 
Sarah Ricks and  

Thomas Dolgenos 
Leonard Rieser 
Noah Robbins 
Carl G. Roberts 

Joseph Ronan 
Barbara Rosenberg 
Ezra Rosenberg and  

Betsy Doverman 
Bruce Rosenfield 
Harold Rosenthal 
Lewis Rosman and Karen Guss 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel R. Ross
Daniel Safer 
Thomas Sager and Eugenie Scott 
Michael Salmanson 
Leah Sandals 
Michael Schaedle 
Barbara Schwartz 
Nina Segre and Frank 

Furstenberg 
Joseph Serritella 
Jerome Shabazz 
Carolyn Shaner 
Brian Shapiro 
Stephen Shapiro 
Reginald Shuford 
Lisa R. Sica 
Barbara Siegel 
Robert Silverman and  

Randi Leavitt  
In honor of Eric Rothschild

Ralph Smith 
Edmund and Nancy Spaeth 
David and Monica Stanoch 
Seymour and Jane Stotland 
Stephen Strahs 
Cassandra Summers 
Cory Thomas 
Charles Thomson 
William Toffey 
Robert and Jane Toll 
David Keller Trevaskis 
Nancy W. Trexler 
Walter H. Tsou 
Lori Vetrano 
Robert and Jean Vogel 
 In honor of Ellen Friedell 
Debra Weiner 
Deborah Weinstein 
Kenneth and Judy Weinstein 
Miriam Weizenbaum 
Frank and Barbara Welsh
 In honor of Bessie Dewar and Alex 

Welsh
Elizabeth Werthan and Robert 

Brand 
F. John White 
David and Betsy Wice 
James and Eve-Ann Wilson 
David and Ilene Winikur 
Caryl L. Wolf 
Gloria Yu 
Judy Yun 
Lauren and Dave Zeitlin 
Thomas and Jacqueline Zemaitis

2014 FinAnciAL SuMMARy

January 1, 2014 – December 31, 2014

SuMMARy oF ReVenue & exPenSeS

StAteMent oF FinAnciAL PoSition
December 31, 2014
Current Assets  $555,051
Fixed Assets (net of depreciation)  35,975 
   
Total Assets  $591,026

Current Liabilities  $86,965
Prior Year Net Assets  364,540
Current Year Change  139,518
   
Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $591,026

Unrestricted Net Assets   348,533
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets  54,516
Permanently Restricted Net Assets  101,011

Five-year Financial Plan
In 2012, the board adopted a plan to raise $1 million 
in new dollars over five years to repay debt and build a 
reserve. The board has since raised more than $393,000 
in new dollars and repaid a significant portion of the 
organization’s debt.
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donors who gave for the 
2014 campaign year. 
Every effort was made to 
ensure accuracy. Contact 
 Barb Grimaldi with 
questions or corrections  
at 267-546-1304.
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institutional  
donors

$30,000+
Kessler Topaz Meltzer  

& Check, LLP
Pennsylvania IOLTA Board
The Independence Foundation

$20,000-$29,000
Merck Family Fund
Pepper Hamilton LLP
Samuel S. Fels Fund
William Penn Foundation
United Way of Greater 

Philadelphia and  
Southern New Jersey

$10,000-$19,999
Berger & Montague, P.C. 
Bernstein Litowitz Berger  

& Grossmann LLP
Chimicles & Tikellis, LLP 
Claneil Foundation
Cozen O’Connor 
Dechert LLP 
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
FMC Corporation
Grant & Eisenhofer P.A. 
Philadelphia Bar Foundation
Skadden Fellowship Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Blank Rome LLP 
Christian R. and Mary F.  

Lindback Foundation
Comcast
Duffy + Partners 
Ellen and Steven Friedell/

Reaching Agreement  
ADR LLC 

Ernst & Young
Fox Rothschild LLP 
Hangley Aronchick Segal  

Pudlin & Schiller 
McCarter & English, LLP 
Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP 
Reed Smith LLP 
Schnader Harrison Segal  

& Lewis LLP
The Allen Hilles Fund
The Bennett Family Foundation
The Leo & Peggy Pierce  

Family Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
Anonymous
Arnold & Porter LLP 
DLA Piper
Eckert Seamans Cherin  

& Mellot, LLC 
Exelon Business Services Company
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
Johnson & Johnson
Kline & Specter, P.C. 
Marks, O’Neill, O’Brien,  

Doherty & Kelly, P.C. 
Marshall Dennehy Warner  

Coleman & Goggin, P.C. 
Rust Consulting, Inc
Silverman Kendall, LLC 
The Hassel Foundation
Union Benevolent Association
White and Williams LLP 
Wilson Elser Moskowitz  

Edelman & Dicker LLP

$1,000-$2,499
Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP 
Console Law Offices, LLC 
Dilworth Paxson LLP 
Feldman Shepard Wohlgelernter 

Tanner Weinstock & Dodig, LLP 
Harkins Cunningham LLP 

Hogan Lovells, LLP 
Huntington National Bank
Joseph Trautwein & Associates, 

LLC 
Lamb McErlane PC 
Levin, Fishbein, Sedran & Berman 
Littler Mendelson P.C. 
Mark K. Joseph/ 

The Shelter Foundation
Martin Law
Patrick Lynch Group, LLC
Raynes McCarty 
Saul Ewing LLP 
Sierra Club, Mid-Atlantic  

& NE Regions
Special Needs Advocacy  

Network, Inc.
Stevens & Lee 
The Weiser Law Firm 
Volpe and Koenig P.C. 

$1-$999
Abelson Legal Search
Advocate for Success LLC
Aetna Foundation
Amazon.com, Inc.
Asian Pacific Bar Association of 

Pennsylvania
Barristers’ Association of 

Philadelphia
Center City Neuropsychology LLC
Christie Sullivan & Young, P.C. 
Cohen, Placitella & Roth, P.C. 
Disability Benefits Law Center 
Eisenberg, Rothweiler, Winkler, 

Eisenberg & Jeck, P.C. 
Fineman Krekstein & Harris P.C. 
Flaster Greenberg, P.C. 
Frankel & Kershenbaum, LLC 
Kairys, Rudovsky, Messing & 

Feinberg LLP 
Kirschner & Gartrell, P.C. 

Langsam Stevens Silver & 
Hollaender LLP 

Law Office of David J. Berney 
Lawsuit Funding Solutions
Linebarger Goggan Blair & 

Sampson, LLP 
McAndrews Law Offices P.C. 
Mill Creek Capital Advisors
NAACP PA State Conference
QVC
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, 

LLP 
The Dispute Resolution Institute
Urban Affairs Coalition
Veritext
Weinstein Law Firm, LLC 
Willig, Williams & Davidson

donors of in-Kind 
goods and Services
McGuire Woods LLP
Nu Millennium  

Audio Visual Systems
Philadelphia Brewing Company 
Reliable Copy Services, Inc. 
Ricoh USA 
The Legal Intelligencer 
The Naked Grape 
Thomas Scattergood Foundation

Planned giving: the ned Wolf Society
We invite you to consider how a charitable gift annuity, 
charitable trust, bequest or other planned gift to the Public 
Interest Law Center might help you meet your retirement goals 
while also leaving a legacy of commitment to social justice that 
will be meaningful to you and your family. We applaud the 
inaugural member of The Ned Wolf Society, Fred Brenner, for 
designating a significant bequest.

 If you are interested in planned giving please contact Jennifer Clarke 
at 215-627-7100 x 222.  
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Staff at retreat in 2015

Jennifer R. Clarke 
Executive Director
Kirtrina Baxter  
Community Organizer,  
Garden Justice Legal Initiative
Michael Berton 
Development & 
Communications Associate
LaTrice Brooks 
Director of Administration
Amy Laura Cahn 
Director, Garden Justice  
Legal Initiative
Michael Churchill  
Of Counsel
Jason Fortenberry 
Staff Attorney

Julie Foster 
Independence  
Foundation Fellow
Benjamin Geffen 
Staff Attorney
Barbara M. Grimaldi  
Director of Development  
& Communications
Mary Howard 
Legal Secretary
Sonja Kerr  
Director of Disabilities Rights
Lisa R. Sica 
Director of Finance

Law Center Staff

“they are bold with great lawyers that are 
willing to take high stakes risks where 

others are afraid to go and chase work with high 
upside potential.” — Survey response

Housing Plan  
coming Soon!
In 2015 we began convening 
a “policy circle” of advocates, 
academics and stakeholders to  
help us compile the most pressing 
legal issues pertaining to housing  
in the region, and identify what  
other organizations are doing  
and where our expertise can be  
most helpful. Howard M.  
Levinson, of counsel at Rosenn 
Jenkins & Greenwald LLP, is 
chairing the group.

Save the date!  
2015 Annual event

in Pursuit of the Promise:  
Public education for All
Honoring clients in our school  
funding lawsuit and board member  
H. Laddie Montague.

tuesday 
September 29, 2015 
 
6:00 – 8:30 pm 
Fringe Arts 
140 N. Columbus Blvd  
Philadelphia

Purchase tickets and sponsorships:  
www.pubintlaw.org/2015event
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Speaking engagements 
& community education
Last year Law Center staff 
presented at more than 65  
trainings, conferences and 
community events. We reached 
more than 3,100 people through 
this outreach. Notably, we testified 
before and briefed Philadelphia’s 
City Council five times on issues 
like language access, the new  
land bank law, sustainability  
issues, and education.

in the news
In 2014 the press mentioned the  
Public Interest Law Center  
more than 145 times, a 68%  
increase over 2013.

giving tuesday
You helped us raise  
more than $15,000 on Giving 
Tuesday this year. More than 1/3 
of donations made that day were 
given by brand-new donors.

Save the date for Giving Tuesday 2015 on December 1!

Supporting AcceSS to Justice for All

Three years ago bar leaders, legal services organizations and others formed the Civil Legal 
Justice Coalition to advocate for increased resources for civil legal aid. More than 1.9 million 
Pennsylvanians qualify for legal aid, but an estimated 80% of civil legal needs go unmet due  
to limited funding. The coalition organized public hearings before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee and issued a report recommending increased support of civil legal aid. In May  
2014 the Pennsylvania Bar Association presented Jennifer Clarke with a special achievement 
award for her work as one of three co-chairs of this coalition.

80 gardeners attend a Vacant Land 201 training.
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2014 Board of directors
100% of Board Members  
made contributions in 2014.
Eric Rothschild, Chair 

Pepper Hamilton LLP
Brian T. Feeney, Vice Chair 

Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Ellen S. Friedell, Treasurer 

Reaching Agreement ADR 
LLC

Rachel Gallegos, Secretary  
Steve Harvey Law LLC

David Caputo 
Kline & Specter, P.C.

Thomas M. Chapin 
Mill Creek Capital Advisors, 
LLC

Nicholas E. Chimicles  
Chimicles & Tikellis LLP

Abbi L. Cohen 
Dechert LLP

Alexandra T. Edsall
Joseph B.G. Fay 

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 
LLP

Michael J. Hynes 
Hynes, Keller & Hernandez, 
LLP

Lea D. Knight, CPA, MBA 
J&J Consumer

Aneesh A. Mehta 
Microsoft

Ellen Meriwether 
Cafferty, Clobes,  
Meriwether & Sprengel 
 LLP

Jeffrey S. Moller 
Blank Rome LLP

H. Laddie Montague, Jr. 
Berger & Montague, P.C.

Carlos S. Montoya 
Philadelphia 76ers

Richard P. Pasquier 
Tronox Alkali

Nicole M. Perkins  
Hawthorn PNC  
Family Weatlh

Kenneth Racowski 
Wilson Elser LLP

Paul H. Saint-Antoine 
Drinker Biddle &  
Reath LLP

Jenai St. Hill 
Reed Smith LLP

Alan M. Sandals 
Sandals & Associates, P.C.

David Smith 
Schnader, Harrison,  
Segal & Lewis

Marc A. Topaz 
Kessler Topaz Meltzer  
& Check, LLP

Phillip E. Wilson 
Hangley, Aronchick, Segal,  
Pudlin & Schiller

Ex Officio
Gaetan Alfano 

Chancellor Elect 
Philadelphia Bar Association

Albert S. Dandridge, III 
Chancellor,  
Philadelphia Bar Association

Deborah Gross 
Vice Chancellor, 
Philadelphia Bar Association

Ellen T. Greenlee 
Defender Association  
of Philadelphia (retired)

Kevin Harden, Jr. 
Barristers’ Association 
of Philadelphia

John Huh 
Asian Pacific American 
Bar Association

Amit Shah 
Young Lawyers’ Division  
Philadelphia Bar Association

Veronica A. Torrejon 
Hispanic Bar Association

Advisory Board
H. Robert Fiebach, Chair
Mark Aronchick
Renee Chenault-Fattah
Dean Roger J. Dennis
Dean JoAnne Epps
Richard Z. Freemann
Monique Galloway
Hon. James T. Giles
George Gordon
Stacy Hawkins
Ernest E. Jones
Michael L. Lehr
Hon. Timothy K. Lewis
Arthur E. Newbold, IV
Albert P. Parker, II
Helen P. Pudlin
Michael H. Reed
Sister Mary Scullian
Ralph Smith
Rayman L. Solomon
Charles F. Thomson

united Way Building
1709 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Second Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 627-7100
www.pubintlaw.org

Support the Law center:

Join us on social media!
@PubIntLawCtr
Facebook.com/ 
publicinterestlawcenter
LinkedIn.com/company/  
public-interest-law-center

www.pubintlaw.org/donate  
United Way number 572


