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The pre-trial, long understood 
problems

1. No goal of fully funding schools
2. Low relative state contribution – 38%
3. Most funding not based on formula
4. Inadequate state funding leads to

gross inequities between districts
5. Low-wealth communities need the 

most, try the hardest, have the least





The Petitioners

Parents in Wilkes-Barre, 
William Penn, and Philadelphia 



Supreme Court Clears the Path



The Supreme Court (2017)
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A “Landmark Case”



The Dispute



What Does the Education Clause 
Require You to Provide?
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What Right, If Any, Is There To 
Education?



A Foundational Premise: All 
Children Can Learn
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A Foundational Premise: Funding 
Must Be Evaluated Related to Need



Low-Wealth Districts Try Hard, and 
Need More



Low-Wealth Districts Have Less



Petitioners are Low-Wealth, High-
Need, High-Effort, & Low-Spending



Students Need Well-Trained 
Adults



Students Lack Sufficient Well-
Trained Adults



Students Need Adequate 
Facilities
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Facilities



Students Lack Instrumentalities 
of Learning



Students Lack Adequate 
Curriculum



The role of data
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Unacceptable Results
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Wide Achievement Gaps
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The Root Cause of Achievement 
Gaps



Low-Income Students Do Better 
with More Resources



Conclusion: Money Does Matter



The Existence of Inadequate 
Funding



Low-Wealth Districts Cannot Provide 
the Resources Students Need
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Cause and Effect



Local Control is an Illusion, not 
an Excuse



The Conclusion



The Remedy



The 2023-24 Budget



Not a down payment on 
transformative change

• Statewide: 
– Basic Education Funding increases at the 

rate of inflation
– Special Education Funding increases at 

the rate of inflation
– No funding for Level Up to help lowest 

wealth districts



Not a down payment on transformative 
change in Philadelphia

• Basic Education Funding Increase: 
$84 million, approximately inflation

• Special Education Funding Increase: 
$3.2 million increase, a rounding error, 
and less than inflation

• Facilities: Unclear



Not a down payment on transformative 
change in Philadelphia

• No charter school reimbursement
• No Level Up funding
• Philadelphia continues to be punished 

for AVI
• Far too little overall



THANK 
YOU
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