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    You stand  
in the gap every  
time, all the 
time. We are 
so thankful for 
you and your 
willingness to 

help us at every turn inform “the 
community” about the meaning 
of special education, disabilities, 
quality education, access, disability 
rights, and on and on and on. 
You have made an unparalleled 
difference in our lives… 

Thank you!

— Loraine Carter,  

   Concerned Black Parents  

   Law Center Client

Letter from the Executive Director

I have always thought the actions of men to be the best interpreters of their thoughts. 

— John Locke. 

Thousands of writers have expressed this over the millennia, and the latest, powerful example was the New York  

Times ’ fascinating analysis of the nation’s spending on government programs over the last 50 years. The percentage  

of government spending going to poorest 1/5th people plummeted during this period, while government spending for  

the rest is increasing. Most people think that programs for the poor, like Medicaid or food stamps, are the ones that will  

increase our country’s deficit the most; but in fact it is Medicare, which provides health insurance for all senior citizens,  

rich and poor, that is expected to rise faster. We do seem to really mean it when we say we value education: spending  

has steadily increased throughout the period.

Here at the Public Interest Law Center of Philadelphia, the nation’s actions are stark, tangible presences in what we see  

and what we do: the low spending on the Florida Medicaid program resulting in nonexistent or inadequate medical care  

for the state’s poorest children at the heart of our class action lawsuit — just winding up after a two year trial; the gross 

inequalities in spending on public education in Pennsylvania; the programs and practices which push children out of 

schools; and the fear and discrimination that prevent people who have been incarcerated from obtaining employment,  

even decades later; proposals that will suppress voting by the nation’s most vulnerable citizens.    

But the actions of a determined, and, I hope growing, minority interpret a different kind of thought — a thought that 

respects and values and nurtures our fellow citizens. Hundreds of you over the last year have joined us to change  

these realities: lawyers, paralegals, students, retirees spent thousands of hours working on cases with us, doing research, 

working with clients, reviewing documents, helping to clear land and plant a garden, analyzing or entering data, answering 

the phones and even scanning and filing documents. You are not just paying lip service; you mean it. And the generosity 

of spirit is reflected by many others  

in your financial contributions which  

are so absolutely necessary for us to  

continue our work. 

On behalf of all of our clients we thank  

you so much!  

Jennifer R. Clarke, 

Executive Director
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Our missiOn is to use  
high-impact legal strategies  
to improve the well-being  
and life prospects of the  
Philadelphia region’s most  
vulnerable populations by  
assuring that they have  
access to the resources  
and services that all of us 
need to lead our lives. 
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Former Chief Counsel, Thomas Gilhool and 
Disability Rights Director, Sonja Kerr trade stories.



 

Special Education

Today there are 270,000 students with disabilities in Pennsylvania – 25,000 in Philadelphia alone. These students, like all, need 
an education that will allow them to reach their potential and lead productive, independent lives. But too often, schools fail 

to identify disabilities, provide services, train faculty, include students with their peers, or involve parents in decision-making, 
resulting in low academic achievement and high drop-out and suspension rates. Our goal is to improve this malfunctioning 
system for all children with disabilities.

 

The Philadelphia Project
Working with a team of lawyers at Dechert LLP, we launched The 
Philadelphia Project to improve special education in Philadelphia. 
Together we are informing parents about their rights, representing  
families in administrative hearings, and filing class action suits to  
address systemic issues. 

The Project has already made an impact: we have educated  
and empowered nearly 200 families and advocates; increased our 
capacity to represent families by training 30 pro bono attorneys and  
19 law students; represented 11 children, obtaining compensatory  
education, assistive technology, and new placements that will help  
them thrive; and filed the Project’s first class action lawsuit on behalf  
of 3,000 students with autism (see sidebar).  

Impact & Advocacy
The Law Center continues to be a national leader in special education  
with precedent-setting cases and advocacy  that will improve education  
for children with disabilities across the country. 

•	Ninth	Circuit	Decision	Rejects	the	“Blame	the	Parents”	Defense.  The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals overturned  
the District Court’s ruling that the Anchorage School District had not denied our client a free and appropriate public  
education (FAPE) “because M.P.’s parents failed to cooperate with the ASD.” The ruling is a powerful response to an  
attitude that blames parents for problems and sets precedent that it is the responsibility of the schools – not the  
parents – to provide students with a FAPE. 

•	Coalition	of	Advocates	for	Special	Education	Formed.  The community of non-profit advocates for children with  
disabilities in the School District of Philadelphia, once fragmented and limited in capacity, has banded together to  
speak with a more powerful voice on issues of common concern, with the Law Center taking a leading role. The coalition  
provided testimony at meetings of the School Reform Commission, and has commenced a series of regular meetings  
with school district officials which provides a first-time-ever forum for exchange of ideas and information.

 

Client Impact 
Janelle1  is a fourteen year-old with multiple 
disabilities, including partial hearing loss.  
Although law requires schools to identify 
children with disabilities, no one at her dis-
trict had tried to identify her, even after she  
did not pass a hearing test. Instead, she 
was sent to disciplinary school. After the 
Law Center and Dechert filed a complaint, 
the district agreed to an independent evalu-
ation that identified her disabilities and 
sent her back to her home school, where, 
with the assistance of technology, she is 
now able to hear her teachers and benefit 
from her education.

Autism Class Action Case
There are 3,000 students with autism  
in Philadelphia, most of who spend part of 
their school day in an Autism Support (AS) 
classroom. However, because AS rooms 
are scattered around the District, students 
with autism are shuffled between schools 
while their non-disabled peers are not. 
Malik and Pedro, both 
third-graders, are just 
two students affected 
by this policy; after 
being segregated in an 
over-crowded AS room, 
the District proposed to 
transfer them without 
any plan or notification. 
Through an administra-
tive hearing, the Law 
Center was able to 
obtain compensatory 
education and halt their 
transfers. When the  
hearing officer said he  
did not have the power to fix the problem 
for all children in Philadelphia, we filed a 
federal class actionlawsuit. Trial is scheduled 
for summer 2012.

 
 

1 Names have been changed  
to protect privacy.

2011 Activities  

 &Impact
 17 cases – impacting 3,016 people

 16 consultations &187 people educated   
      about their rights

Housing

In Pennsylvania alone there are 1,000 people with  
disabilities still confined to state-run institutions 

despite having the right — established over decades 
of Law Center cases — to live in the community with 
needed services. Fear and discrimination also lead  
to zoning laws that would restrict the location of  
housing  for the elderly, those struggling with addiction,  
and people with disabilities to secluded areas. The  
Law Center’s goal is to end housing practices that 
unnecessarily segregate and to advocate for the full 
inclusion of all members in society.

 

 

An End to Institutionalization for  
People with Disabilities in Illinois
In January 2011, a settlement was reached in the case  
of Ligas v. Maram that will greatly expand community 
living options for people with disabilities in Illinois. 
People with disabilities currently living in Intermediate 
Care Facilities will have the choice to move into com-
munity living arrangements with necessary supports. 
In addition, 3,000 people already living in the community 
will now be able to receive supports they currently lack. 

Advocating for Change
Michael Churchill testified before Philadelphia City 
Council in opposition to zoning changes that would  
ban group homes for people with disabilities from  
residential areas and methadone clinics from areas  
in which other medical treatment facilities are allowed 
to operate. Both changes, which seek to segregate, are 
in clear violation of state and federal law and blatantly 
discriminate against already-vulnerable populations. 

2011 Activities  

 &Impact 6 cases – impacting 
    9,651  people

The Law Center’s client, M.P., whose case  
will improve special education by ending  
the “blame the parents” defense.

The four plaintiff  
students, ages 8 and 9.
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Hunting Park Community Garden Transformation
With the support of a grant from the EPA, we have been working with  
residents in the Hunting Park neighborhood of North Philadelphia, which 
has been disproportionately burdened with industrial pollution, to achieve 
their vision of a more sustainable environment by  transforming a vacant 
lot into a community garden, providing  educational programming, and 
monitoring air quality. This beautiful garden will serve as a resource for 
years to come.

Environmental	Justice / Public	Health

Low income and minority communities are often faced with polluting facilities and lack the green space, economic  
development and public services enjoyed by other neighborhoods. This burdens communities with health and  

environmental risks while creating little economic benefit. The Law Center’s goal is to work with communities to  
build more sustainable, healthier and safer neighborhoods through advocacy, technical service, education, innovative  
land use, and litigation.

 

Garden Justice Legal Initiative
For generations, low income and minority residents have created urban farms, generating food and financial resources  
while reclaiming land from blight. However, their survival is tenuous because most lack clean title to the land and do  
not have the resources to navigate the accompanying legal issues. To address this need, we launched the Garden  
Justice Legal Initiative, led by Amy Laura Cahn, to provide pro bono legal support, technical assistance and advocacy to  
these urban farmers and community groups and to advance a city-wide agenda for a vacant land policy that recognizes  
and protects the needs of urban farmers.

In just 5 months, Amy Laura has provided direct representation to five community-based farms and gardens and has  
advised city officials on a new vacant land policy. We are excited to announce partnerships with Blank Rome, Duane  
Morris and Pepper Hamilton that will expand our capacity to support even more groups.

 

2011 Activities  

 &Impact

 6 cases – impacting 40,742 people

  3 consultations   5,200 people                 – benefitting

 128 people          
 &   100 stakeholders 

       educated               convened

4th	Annual	 
Symposium	 
on Equality

Working	Together	 
to	Sustain	Healthy	 
Communities: 

On October 6th, we held our  
4th Annual Symposium, this year 
focused on crafting solutions to the 
environmental justice challenges 
faced by low-income and minority 
communities. With over a dozen 
panelists and 115 in attendance from 
diverse backgrounds, we enjoyed a 
productive conversation about  
practical strategies for lawyers 
working in communities. We were  
honored to present Jerry Balter, 
the Law Center’s founding 
Environmental Justice attorney,  
with the Thaddeus Stevens Award 
for his contributions to the field. 
Thank you to all who attended!

Probably the best CLE  
I’ve attended as a lawyer! 
— Gary Tennis

6 7

Client Impact:
The Central Club for Boys & Girls has stewarded two  
community gardens in Grey’s Ferry since the 1940s, using  
the land as a community resource for thousands of children. 
Still, it was faced with losing its land to a sheriff’s sale, even 
though the nonprofit organization had only recently acquired 
title to the land through adverse possession. Thanks to Amy 
Laura Cahn, the sheriff’s sale was postponed, giving the club 
time to file for the necessary tax exemptions.   

Advocating for Change
To drive systemic reform, in 2011 we advocated for policies  
that  will improve the health and well-being of all communities:

• Testified before the EPA in support of the Mercury and Air Toxics 
Rule, which would, for the first time, impose national limits on  
emissions of mercury, arsenic, lead, and other hazardous pollutants 
from coal-and oil-burning power plants.

• Submitted an amicus brief in the case MFS v DiLazaro arguing that  
to maintain public health protection, state employees who are 
enforcing environmental regulations should be subject to personal 
liability only in extreme and clear circumstances.

Grey’s Ferry community members  
at the Central Club for Boys & Girls.

Before and after photos of a Hunting Park  
vacant lot transformed to a community garden.

www.pilcop.org



Employment

One third of Philadelphia residents have a conviction on their record- a disproportionate number of 
whom are people of color. Employers often refuse to hire based solely on these convictions, per-

petuating a system that discriminates based on race and poverty.  Similarly, people who use methadone 
as treatment for opioid addiction experience discrimination in hiring even though methadone is a safe 
and effective form of treatment. Our goal is to increase employment opportunities through education, 
advocacy and litigation.

 

Class Action Suit Ends Large Company’s  
Use of Discriminatory Hiring Practices
Thirty years ago, Albert Dunn shot a man who had threatened his family. 
He has since maintained an exemplary record, including holding employ-
ment with GE/Lockhead Martin for 23 years where he was praised as a “role 
model” employee, and obtaining two government security clearances for 
his job.  After being laid off during downsizing, Mr. Dunn applied for a job 
through Integrity Staffing Solutions (ISS). Despite his impressive record 
and qualifications, he was turned down solely because of his decades-old, 
irrelevant conviction. 

The Law Center and co-counsel from Berger & Montague, P.C. filed a class 
action complaint against ISS that ended in settlement. ISS reaffirmed its 
policy of providing equal employment opportunity for people with criminal convictions, agreed to  
change its advertisements and job applications to comply with its policy, and will train HR personnel  
on the appropriate review of applicants with convictions. We applaud ISS for adopting more equitable 
policies, and hope other employers will be encouraged to follow their example. 

 
Ban the Box Ordinance
On March 31, 2011, Jennifer Clarke spoke to Philadelphia’s City Council in favor of the ‘Ban the Box’ 
Ordinance, which bans employers from asking about an applicant’s history of convictions during the 
initial phase of the hiring process and requires that any subsequent decision not to hire be based  
on the actual requirements of the job. The ordinance offers formerly incarcerated people a window 
in which employers can assess them on their own merits. Minutes after her testimony, City Council 
adopted the ordinance. 

    We know that the number of people who are charged and convicted of  

crimes is skyrocketing—and we know that they are disproportionately men  

and they are people of color.  If this discrimination prevents large numbers  

of our fellow citizens from getting a job, how can we ever climb out of the  

poverty and despair that infests so many of our neighborhoods? 

— Jennifer Clarke, in her testimony to Philadelphia’s City Council 

2011 Activities  

 &Impact 3 cases – impacting 
     3,000,000 people

Healthcare	Access

F  ederal law promises health and dental care to millions of low income children, a promise that, if only met, would improve 
their life chances and avoid more serious complications of untreated conditions. Unfortunately, that federal promise—

Medicaid—is too often not met as a result of state policies or payment practices. As a result, millions of children face long 
delays to care or cannot access care at all. Our goal is to secure for all children access to the care they need with lawsuits and 
advocacy to change the way in which states administer and pay for their Medicaid programs.    

 

2011 Activities  

 &Impact 3 cases – directly impacting 
     8  people

    Too often lost in technical legal discourse are the flesh-and-blood consequences cases such 

as this one have on real people. The consequences of inadequate access to healthcare have 

been dire for millions of people  – largely children and people with disabilities  – and the 

situation will get much worse if the Court refuses to enforce the law. 

— James Eiseman, Jr., Law Center Senior Attorney
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Law Center briefs Supreme Court on obstacles to Medicaid Access
The Law Center was honored to be called upon by the American Medical Association, American Dental Association, American 
Academy of Pediatricians and others to submit an amicus brief to the Supreme Court in the case of Douglas v. Independent 
Living Center of Southern California. The brief, written by James Eiseman and our partners at Bullock, Bullock & Blakemore, 
powerfully documents for the Court the devastating - and sometimes fatal - effects on Medicaid recipients when States set 
payment rates at insufficient levels. The brief encourages the Court to protect the right of private citizens to bring lawsuits 
against States that set rates too low, as it is the only method of keeping states accountable and ensuring access to care. 

Florida Class Action Medicaid Case
On February 2, 2012, after 94 days of trial over more than two years, both 
sides rested their cases in Florida Pediatric Society et al v. Dudek. The Law 
Center and a team of pro bono attorneys from Boies, Schiller & Flexner 
brought the case on behalf of the 2,000,000 low-income children enrolled 
in or eligible for Medicaid in Florida who are not receiving medical or dental 
care they need. The decision is expected later this year, along with a decision 
on our motion for an injunction which points out that only one in five children 
enrolled in Medicaid in Florida today receives even minimal dental care. The 
motion asks the court to enjoin Florida officials from setting rates paid to 
providers solely on the basis of budgetary reasons and not based on what is 
needed to provide care.  

With the Supreme Court’s decision in Douglas v. Independent Living Center 
(see below), now resolved without deciding the basic legal questions, this 
case is one of the high stakes legal battles that will establish whether or not 
states can be held accountable for actually delivering healthcare to children 
through their Medicaid programs.

The Gorenflo family, whose two sons  —  
Thomas and Nathaniel  — are named plaintiffs  
in the Florida Medicaid Case.

Mr. Albert Dunn, who was 
denied employment based 
solely on a 30-year old  
irrelevant conviction.



Voting	Rights

Social justice advocates have long fought for the unimpeded right to vote as the most  
fundamental tool for empowerment of marginalized communities. Believing that protecting  

that right is a critical component of making equality a reality, the Law Center works to ensure  
a meaningful vote for every citizen. 

 

 

Ending the Use of Electronic Voting Machines 
In 2011 the Commonwealth Court heard argument on cross-motions for summary judgment in 
the Banfield v. Cortes case. The case, filed by Michael Churchill, Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP’s Mary 
Kohart, and Marian K. Schneider, argues that the use of Direct Recording Electronic voting systems 
(DREs) violates the state election law and the state constitutional right of citizens to have their 
votes counted. DREs do not create an independent record of the original votes, meaning there is 
no way of knowing that votes were accurately recorded. Reports show that DREs are vulnerable to 
manipulation and can lose votes, register votes for the wrong candidate, cause high “undervote” 
rates, fail to register votes, or count votes twice. We await a decision from the Commonwealth 
Court in the coming year.

Law Center Joins Coalition to Stop Voter ID Legislation
Across the country, politicians are pushing to pass voter identification laws that will create new 
barriers to voting for students, senior citizens, people with disabilities, and minorities who are less 
likely to have ID or able to obtain it. While proponents of the law claim it is meant to stop voter 
impersonation, this type of fraud almost never occurs. After the Pennsylvania State House of 
Representatives passed a voter suppression law in June, we joined the Protect Our Vote coalition 
in an effort to persuade the state Senate that such a law has no place in a democracy.  

Education	Adequacy	&	Equity

Increasingly, children in predominantly low-income, minority school districts are not receiving the education that will  
allow them to graduate high school, receive a higher degree, or obtain employment. Public spending is lower, districts  

have difficulty retaining experienced teachers, and children are subjected to punitive truancy and zero tolerance policies  
that effectively push them out of school. Our advocacy and litigation aims to change this. 

 

Truancy Fines Drastically Reduced  
in Lebanon School District
In 2011, the Law Center and Pepper Hamilton’s Tom Schmidt filed a 
class action law suit on behalf of the 450 families charged exorbitant 
truancy fines by the Lebanon School District. Over the past six years, 
the District has taken parents and students to court over 8,000 times 
and they have been fined $1.3 million — even jailing some who were 
unable to pay. This policy not only violates state law, but has proven 
to be ineffective in reducing truancy. As a result of our intervention, 
91%	of	the	unpaid	fines	have	been	reduced,	saving	the	community	
over	$450,000. We are pressing forward with the lawsuit to compel the 
school district to refund the excessive fines that parents already paid.

Advocating for Change
In 2011, the Law Center’s Michael Churchill continued to serve  
as the invaluable counselor to the public education advocacy  
community and testified before numerous bodies, including:

• The School Reform Commission on Renaissance  
Schools and closing the achievement gap

• Equity & Excellence Commission of the U.S.  
Department of Education on the effects of  
unequal school funding

• Public Education Subcommittee of the Pennsylvania  
Bar Association’s Constitutional Review Commission

 

2011 Activities  

 &Impact 9 cases – impacting 
    4,507  people

Plaintiff Monique Groce, right, and her son, Irvin 
Groce. The 16-year-old junior at Lebanon High 
School holds about 30 fines for himself and his sister, 
Xochait Durdeen, 17. 

Image © 2011 The Patriot-News. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted with permission.

    …this Commonwealth will be 

healthier and more prosperous if 

every child, no matter where in 

this Commonwealth they happen 

to reside, receives ‘an equal chance 

for a good and proper education.’ 
Adequacy and Equity: they were 

the right values then, and they  

are the right values now.

— Michael Churchill  

 in testimony before the  

 Constitutional Review  

 Commission

2011 Activities  

 &Impact 1 case – impacting 
    580,000  people

Jeffrey Garis, Field Director of Pennsylvania Voice, speaks on behalf of the Protect Our Vote Coalition,  
of which the Law Center is a member, in Harrisburg.”
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Thank	you	to	our	2011	Volunteers,	 
Interns	and	Pro	Bono	Partners!

In 2011, 60 volunteers and interns contributed 3,795 hours of work to 
the Law Center, and 53 pro bono attorneys assisted on over a dozen 

cases. Their hard work greatly increased our capacity to continue  
securing and advancing equality for Philadelphia’s most vulnerable 
populations while providing them with a personally and professionally 
rewarding experience. On behalf of all of our clients, thank you!

Pro	Bono	Attorneys	&	Partners
Berger & montague P.C. 
Shanon Carson 
Sarah Schalman-Bergen

Boies schiller & Flexner LLP 
Sashi Bach Boruchow 
Carl E. Goldfarb 
Susan E. Klock 
Lauren F. Louis 
Thomas McCawley 
Stuart Singer

Bullock Bullock & Blakemore 
Robert Blakemore 
Louis Bullock 
Patricia Bullock

Chimicles & Tikellis 
Alison Gushue 
Kimberly Litman Kimmel

Dechert LLP 
Irene Ayzenbert-Lyman 
Daniel Bowers 
Jennifer Burdick 
David Caroline 
Evan Davis 
Kate Ericsson 
Gary Green 
Tara Kelly 
Cheryl Krause 
Ezra Rosenberg 
Jeffrey Rubin 
Al Suh 
Darla Woodring

DLA Piper us LLP 
Lesli Esposito 
Monique Galloway 
Nathan Heller 
Carl Hittinger 
John Huh

Drinker Biddle & reath LLP 
Katie Bailey 
Michael Daly 
Molly Flynn 
Yvonne Osirim 
Meredith Reinhardt

Duane morris 
Christopher L. Soriano

mcGuire Woods LLP 
Leonard J. Marsico 
Matthew D. Monsour

morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP 
Michael Higgins

morrison & Foerster 
Nick Miranda

Pepper Hamilton LLP 
Hedya Aryani 
Alice Marshall 
Eric Rothschild 
Tom Schmidt

solo Practitioners 
Larry Berger 
Giovanni Campbell 
Lisa Isaacs 
Liz Morgan 
Monica Lawrence 
Barbara Ransom 
Joshua P. Riley 
Yvette Sterling

If you’re interested in pro bono 
opportunities at the Law Center, 
please contact Jennifer Clarke, 
Executive Director, 215-627-7100.

    Berger & Montague, P.C. and PILCOP 

successfully represented an African-

American job applicant who alleged  

that he was unlawfully denied a job  

with Integrity Staffing Solutions at its  

Allentown facility due to a 30-year  

old criminal conviction for involuntary  

manslaughter. Employer policies that 

provide for blanket exclusion of  

applicants with criminal records can 

constitute unlawful discrimination  

under state and federal law due to the 

disparate impact those policies have on 

racial minorities. Recently, PILCOP and 

other organizations around the country 

have taken the lead in stepping up to 

confront this growing problem. We  

were proud to work hand in hand with 

PILCOP on this issue, which severely  

impacts the economic livelihood of  

so many Americans. This case  

demonstrates the important role  

that partnerships between private law  

firms and public interest organizations 

serve in enforcing civil rights laws  

and we look forward to building on  

that relationship in the future.

— Sarah R. Schalman-Bergen,  

   Associate, Berger & Montague P.C.
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Bernard Balter
Jerry & Ruth Balter
Ronald Balter
Donald Bean
Daniel Berger
Lawrence Berger
Eugene S. Bivins
Craig Russell Blackman
Henry Blanco White
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Blum

Michael Blume
Arnold P. Borish
   In memory of Bernard Borish
Trevan Borum
Bill Brainerd
David P. Bruton
Aralene D. Callahan
Kathleen Cantwell
David Caputo
Lee Casper
Stephen P. Chawaga and Laura Novo
Michael Churchill and Tasha Stonorov
Robert C. Clothier III
Robert A. Cohen
K. Robert Conrad
Chad Cripe
Katrina & Frank Daly 
    In honor of Michael Churchill
Roger Daniels
Diane Siegel Danoff
Terry Dellmuth
Susan G. Dentzer 
    In memory of Ardith Dentzer
Joanne R. Denworth 
   In honor of Jerry Balter
Bessie Dewar and Alex Welsh
Tobey & Mark Dichter
Lee F. and Phoebe A. Driscoll Family 

Foundation
Nancy Drye
JoAnne Epps
Leonard & Helen Evelev
A. Richard Feldman
Albert J. Feldman
Phillip M. Fenster
Paul Fioravanti Jr.
Carol Fixman and Stephen J. Kobrin
Peter & Mimi Fleming
Roberta Foss
Elizabeth W. Fox
Stephen M. Foxman
Arthur Frank, M.D
Allan Freedman
Carl H. Fridy
Lee Friedman 
Rachel Gallegos
Monique Galloway
Rudolph Garcia
Frederick J. Gerhart
Mary Jo B. Gilsdorf
Eva Gladstein 
   In honor of Jerry Balter

Thank	you,	2011	Donors

Ashley Hopkins, 2011 Law Center Intern,  
Yale School of Public Health, Class of 2012.

(continued on next page)
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Institutional Donors

$20,000+
Kessler Topaz Meltzer & Check LLP
Pennsylvania IOLTA Board
Samuel S. Fels Fund
The Independence Foundation
The Philadelphia Bar Foundation
The Philadelphia Foundation

$10,000-$19,999

Berger & Montague P.C.
Chimicles & Tikellis LLP
Cozen O’Connor
Drinker Biddle & Reath, LLP
Pepper Hamilton LLP
University of Pennsylvania

$5,000- $9,999

Dechert LLP
DLA Piper US LLP
Fox Rothschild LLP
Hangley Aronchick Segal  

Pudlin & Schiller
Reed Smith LLP
Schnader Harrison Segal  

& Lewis LLP

$2,500-$4,999

Dilworth Paxson LLP
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Martin Banks
PECO
Sierra Club, Mid-Atlantic &  

Northeast Regions
Stevens & Lee
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP
White & Williams LLP

$1,000-$2,499

Boni & Zack LLC
Brodsky & Smith, LLC
Fineman Krekstein & Harris, P.C.
Freemann Law Offices
Gibbons P.C.
Klehr Harrison Harvey Branzburg LLP
Kohn Swift & Graf, P.C.
Lamb McErlane, P.C.
Langer Grogan & Diver, P.C.
Levin, Fishbein, Sedran & Berman
Marshall Dennehey Warner  

Coleman & Goggin
PNC Bank
Reliable Copy Services, Inc.
The McLean Contributionship
The Weiser Law Firm
Zarwin Baum DeVito Kaplan  

Schaer Toddy

$1-$999

American Red Cross of  
Southeastern Pennsylvania

ARAMARK
Console Law Offices LLC
Eisenberg, Rothweiler, Winkler, 

Eisenberg and Jeck, P.C.
Gay Chacker & Mittin, P.C.
George P. Wood & Associates, P.C.
Keystone Mercy Health Plan
Langsam Stevens & Silver LLP
Law Office of David J. Berney
Law Office of Paul Boni, P.C.
Littler Mendelson, P.C.
Maxwell Strawbridge Charitable Fund
Ogletree Deakins Nash Smoak  

& Stewart PC
Project H.O.M.E.
Raynes McCarty

Rutgers School of Law- Camden
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Willig, Williams & Davidson

Silent Auction Donors

12th Street Gym
Academy of Natural Sciences
The ACE Club
Cozen O’Connor
Four Seasons Hotel Philadelphia
Judith Bernstein-Baker
Katherine Gajewski & The Mayor’s 

Office of Sustainability
Nicholas Chimicles
Paul Saint-Antoine
Pennsylvania Environmental Council
Philadelphia 76ers
Philadelphia Eagles
Sara Steele
Stargazer’s Vineyard & Winery
Vetri Foundation for Children
William H. Ewing

Donors of In-Kind  
Goods & Services

Dechert LLP
Morgan Lewis & Bockius, LLP
Rutgers School of Law- Camden,  

Journal of Law & Public Policy
The Legal Intelligencer
Tim Kilcullen
Veritext National Court  

Reporting Company

This list recognizes donors who gave to the 
Law Center for the 2011 campaign year. 
Every effort was made to ensure accuracy. 
Contact the Law Center with any questions 
or corrections at 215-627-7100.

Victoria Gold
Mary Lemann Goldman
Paul Douglass Goodell
David S. Goodman
Hugh B. Gordon 
   In honor of Michael Churchill
Chad Gottschlich 
   In memory of Lotte Ohlmann 

Gottschlich
Judith Green 
   In honor of Flora Barth Wolf
Marshall G. Greenberg & 

Adelaide G. Sugarman
Dennis E. Haggerty
Michael Hanrahan
Stacy L. Hawkins
Fred Jacoby
Dr. and Mrs. Leonard Jarett
Hon. Babette Josephs
Jessica D. Kahn
Dean Kaplan & Barbara 

Mattleman
Cecily C. Kihn
H. Ronald Klasko
Alan F. Klein
Rebekah Klein
Bernice Klucznik
Isador Kranzel 
    In memory of Robert Wolf
Cheryl A. Krause
Ken Kulak & Katherine Hovde
Robert J. LaRocca
Margaret Larson
Thomas H. Lee II
Henrietta & Max Levine
Morton P. Levitt
Philip Lichtenberg
Clarice Lowy 
   In honor of Jerry Balter
Rob Roy MacGregor
Joseph M. Manko, Sr.
Robin Mann
Stacey McConnell
Glenn McRae 
    In honor of Jerry Balter
Florence E. Medica
Aneesh Mehta
James R. Meyer
Allan C. Molotsky
Thomas P. Monteverde
Margaret Motherall
Gabriel F. Nagy
Alison & Alexander Nalle
Laurie Olin and Victoria Steiger
Michelle Osborn 

Dr. and Mrs. Theodore Oslick
Albert P. Parker
Edward M. Posner
Letitia Principato
Brad Rainer
Barbara E. Ransom
Alfred Rauch III
Curtis Reitz
David Richman
Hershel J. Richman
Len Rieser
Carl G. Roberts
Jennifer Lynn Robinson
Albert M. Rodstein
Charles & Catherine Rombeau
Joseph E. Ronan Jr.
Barbara Rosenberg
Bruce A. Rosenfield
Julia. K Rosenwald
Lewis Rosman & Karen R. Guss
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel R. Ross
Ron and Carole Rubley
Mildred Rumack 
   In honor of Jerry Balter
Daniel A. Safer
Jeffrey & Carol Lee Savery
John E. Savoth
David Scott
Nina Segre
Stephen J. Shapiro
Jerome J. Shestack
Barbara Siegel
Rayman L. Solomon 
   In honor of Donald Joseph
Edmund B. Spaeth Jr. 
Janet & Seymour Stotland
Cassandra D. Summers
Charles F. Thomson
Nancy W. Trexler
Robert Victor and Alexandra 

Edsall
Zachary M. Weiss
Barbara Welsch 
    In honor of Bessie Dewar  

    & Alex Welsh
David Wice
Kathleen Wilkinson
James R. Wilson
Ilene L. Winikur
Daniel Wofford
Caryl L. Wolf
Shelly D. Yanoff 
Lauren Mirowitz Zeitlin
Thomas E.  Zemaitis

$1-$499 (continued)
Statment	of	Activities	and	
Change	in	Net	Assets
January 1, 2011 – December 31, 2011

Revenue
Foundations & IOLTA   $162,782 
Legal Community & Other Support  309,695 
Fee & Out of Pocket Awards  168,009 
Contracts & Honorarium  40,935 
Cy Pres Award  20,000 
Interest & Other Income  13,702
Total Revenue   $715,123

Expenses
Program Expenses  $827,746
Fundraising Expenses  154,510
General Expenses  102,642
Total Expenses  1,084,898

Change in net Assets  $(369,775)

Statement	of	Financial	Position
December 31, 2011

Current Assets  $359,908
Fixed Assets (net of depreciation)  60,192

Total Assets  $420,100

Current Liabilities  $586,827

Net Assets:
 Unrestricted Net Assets  (395,175)
 Temporarily Restricted Net Assets  127,437
 Permanently Restricted Net Assets 101,011
 Total Net Assets  (166,727)

Total Liabilities and net Assets  $420,100

These statements are unaudited and have been  
prepared on a total funds basis. In-kind revenue  
and related expense has not been included.  
Audited financial reports will be available on our  
website after April 30, 2012.

The losses experienced in 2011 were due to unexpected  
delays in court-award fees; we expect to receive some  
of those fees in 2012. 

    Externing at the Law Center gave me the benefits of learning about many areas  

of law in a practical setting… I participated in client meetings, attended a deposition  

and hearing, assisted in trial preparation, and even served as a representative for the 

Law Center in a coalition to protect voting rights in Pennsylvania. The attorneys valued 

my assistance, gave me feedback and helped me learn and grow as a budding attorney… 

Now that I have returned to school, I approach my courses with renewed purpose and  

a fresh perspective. I can’t think of a better way to spend a semester! 

– Aviva Reinfeld, Stanford Law Class of 2012
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What will be your legacy?   
Announcing the Ned Wolf Society.
The Ned Wolf Society recognizes those who have included the  
Law Center in their estate planning. Members will be recognized  
in our Annual Report and at our annual event. We are delighted  
to acknowledge the inaugural member of the society, Fred  
H. Brenner, who designated the Law Center for a portion of the  
remainder interest in four charitable remainder unitrusts.   

As you plan your own financial future, we invite you to consider  
how a charitable gift annuity, charitable trust, bequest or other 
planned gift to the Law Center might help you meet your retire-
ment goals and needs while also leaving a legacy of commitment to 
social justice that will be meaningful to you and your family.

About ned Wolf: Edwin D. (Ned) Wolf founded the predecessor to the Law Center in 1969 to address institutional racism through the courts. 
Ned and the Law Center quickly broadened that mission to tackle current social issues through “cases which could change society for the 
better.”  With Ned’s untimely death in 1976, the Wolf family has continued to be a force in the quest for social justice and in sustaining the 
Law Center with an endowment gift from Ned’s father Robert. 
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Save the Date! October 11, 2012, 5pm
The Public interest Law Center of Philadelphia’s  
5th	Annual	Thaddeus	Stevens	Awards	&	Reception

The Down Town Club 
6th and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia

Support the Law Center today!

• www.pilcop.org/donate

• United Way number 572

Stay Connected:

         facebook.com/pilcop


